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REPORT. 


The  School  Law  requires  that  the  Principal  of  the  State 
Normal  School  shall  "on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, in  each  and  every  year,  make  a  report  to  the  Governor 
of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the  State,  a  statement  of  the 
apportionment  of  money  to  the  counties  and  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore for  the  support  of  schools,  an  abstract  of  the  reports 
received  from  County  School  Commissioners,  and  shall  make 
such  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools  and  the 
advancement  of  public  education  as  he  shall  deem  expe- 
dient." 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Constitution  of  Maryland,  adopted  in  1867,  provided 
that  the  Public  School  system  then  in  operation  should  con- 
tinue to  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
should  then  expire,  except  in  so  far  as  it  should  be  adopted 
or  continued  by  the  General  Assembly.  It  was  morally  cer- 
tain that  the  school  system  of  1865  would  neither  be  adopted 
nor  continued  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1868  ;  but  how 
far  it  would  be  changed,  or  what  kind  of  substitute  would 
he  provided,  it  was  impossible  to  conjecture.  The  schools 
thus  entered  upon  their  new  year  in  September,  1867. 
surrounded  by  an  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  which 
was  calculated  to  embarrass  and  discourage  both  Com- 
missioners and  Teachers.  Consequently,  the  statistics  of 
the  year  show  but  little  improvement  on  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding. The  schools  have  perhaps  held  their  own,  and  that 
is  all.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at.  A  school  board  could 
not  be  expected  to  commence  any  new  enterprise,  knowing 
that  in  a  few  months  they  would  be  unable,  and  their  sue- 
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cessors  might  not  have  the  anthority,  to  ratify  their  con- 
tracts. It  was  only  natural  that  some  degree  of  apathy 
should  creep  into  the  schools  also.  Without  any  wish  to  be 
less  energetic,  or  perhaps  any  consciousness  of  being  less 
industrious  than  usual,  the  sense  of  insecurity  that  pervaded 
the  great  body  of  the  teachers  had  a  tendency  to  distract 
their  minds  and  weaken  their  efforts.  In  the  middle  of  the 
school  year,  in  the  middle  even  of  a  school  term,  a  new 
administration  went  into  office.  Theoretically,  there  was  a 
vacancy  in  every  school,  and  teachers  ought  to  have  applied 
for  a  re-appointment,  or  to  have  looked  out  for  a  new  employ- 
ment. If  one-half  of  the  schools  in  the  State  had  been  tem- 
porarily closed,  and  if  numbers  of  our  best  teachers  had  gone 
elsewhere  in  search  of  employment,  it  would  have  been  only 
what  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  Thanks  to  the  good  sense  of 
all  concerned,  nothing  of  the  kind  happened.  Many  counties 
had  their  schools  closed  during  the  spring  and  summer,  not 
however  through  the  change  of  administration,  but  because 
the  county  authorities  had  neglected  to  levy  a  county  tax  in 
order  to  keep  the  schools  in  operation  longer  than  the  six 
months  required  by  the  Law  of  1865.  The  schools,  school 
property,  and  records,  were  promptly  transferred  to  the  new 
incumbents;  the  teachers  generally  were  undisturbed  in 
their  positions  ;  the  salaries  which  had  been  promised  by 
the  old  Board  were  paid  by  the  new,  and  all  legitimate  con- 
tracts were  carried  out  in  good  faith.  Changes  of  teachers 
were,  for  the  most  part,  postponed  till  the  Fall  Term,  and 
even  then  were  not  as  extensive  as  had  been  anticipated.  The 
Boards  of  School  Commissioners  (appointed  by  the  County 
Commissioners)  were  nearly  all  new  men ;  but  in  several 
counties,  (Anne  Arundel,  Dorchester,  Harford,  Howard, 
Queen  Anne,  and  Saint  Mary's)  the  President  of  the  old 
Board  was  retained  in  office  as  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Examiner  under  the  new  ;  and  in  Prince  George,  Dr.  Bayne 
was  re-elected  President. 

Though  the  transition  from  the  old  state  of  things  to  the 
new  was  thus  made  in  the  middle  of  the  school  year  without 
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any  external  derangement  of  the  machinery,  yet  there  has 
been  so  great  a  loss  of  power  that  all  good  friends  of  educa- 
tion will  hope  that  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  ano- 
ther change,  it  will  be  consummated  at  the  end  of  some 
regular  term. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  circumstances 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  the  inexperience  of 
some  of  the  school  officers  in  their  new  duties,  the  heavy 
labors  imposed  upon  them  in  connection  with  the  re  organi- 
zation of  the  schools,  and  in  many  instances  the  defective 
condition  of  the  school  records  kept  by  teachers,  the  county 
statistics  are  so  incomplete,  that  it  is  impossible  to  present 
any  general,  tabular  view  of  the  condition  of  the  schools 
throughout  the  State. 

On  the  10th  of  August  circulars  were  issued  from  this 
office  to  each  of  the  County  Boards,  requesting  them  to 
fill  up  certain  printed  blanks  fowarded  therewith,  in  order 
that  the  materials  might  be  prepared  for  the  construction 
of  this  Report.  The  blanks  were  arranged  in  three  sets. 
"Table  A"  embraced  the  number  and  location  of  each  school- 
house,  the  Teacher's  name,  the  number  of  scholars  on  the 
roll,  and  the  average  number  in  attendance  each  term,  the 
number  of  different  pupils  attending  school  during  the  year, 
and  the  average  number  studying  each  branch.  "  Table  B  " 
contained  inquiries  regarding  the  size  and  condition  of  each 
school-house,  the  size  and  condition  of  the  school  lot,  the 
condition  of  the  outbuildings,  furniture  and  apparatus  ;  the 
amount  paid  to  each  school  for  Teacher's  salaries,  for  repairs, 
for  incidental  expenses,  for  books  and  stationery,  and  for 
building  or  permanent  additions.  ''Table  C"  called  for  a 
statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  during  the  year. 

Had  these  blanks  been  properly  filled  up  and  returned  in 
good  season,  it  would  have  been  possible  to  present  not  only 
a  full  report  of  the  general  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
the  State,  but  also  an  exact  and  detailed  account  of  each  sepa- 
rate school,  so  far  as  it  could  be  exhibited  through  the  me- 
dium of  figures.     Unfortunately  this  has  not  been  done  ;  in 
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some  instances,  from  causes  which  I  know  to  be  beyond  the 
control  of*  the  officers  concerned  ;  in  others,  for  reasons  as  yet 
unexplained.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  matters  will  be  so 
arranged  during  the  current  year  by  the  several  County 
Boards,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year,  it  may  be  possible  to 
present  a  full  and  minute  statement  of  the  "  condition  of  the 
Public  Schools." 

A  comparison  of  the  returns  that  have  been  received  with 
those  from  the  same  counties  last  year,  makes  it  probable 
that  no  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of 
scholars. 

The  following  are  the  only  counties  which,  at  the  present 
date,  (January  7)  I  have  the  means  of  comparing  : 

Number  of  different  Pupils  during  the  year, 

1866.  18G*}. 

Charles 1,098  1,059 

Dorchester 2,337  2,507 

Frederick 7,858  7,236 

Howard.... 1,796  1,999 

Prince  George 1,788  1,806 

Talbot 1,996  2,119 

Washington 6,788  7,068 

23,661  23,794 

Assuming  that  the  returns  from  the  other  counties  would 
show  results  somewhat  similar,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  if  the  schools  have  not  increased  their  attendance  during 
the  past  year,  the  numbers  have,  at  least,  not  fallen  off;  and 
when  all  the  circumstances  are  taken  into  account,  this  it 
perhaps  as  much  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  There  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  system  which  has  passed  so 
creditably  through  a  year  of  transition  will,  during  the  next 
year  of  quiet  and  steady  work,  vindicate  its  claims  to  popular 
favor  by  exhibiting  in  every  county  some  new  school-houses, 
some  old  ones  repaired  and  made  comfortable,  better  fur- 
niture, more  thoroughly  trained  Teachers,  a  larger  num- 
ber of  enrolled  pupils,  and,  above  all,  a  better  daily  attend- 
ance, 


In  the  absence  of  the  exact  figures,  we  may  say  that  there 
are  at  present  in  operation  throughout  the  State  (exclusive 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore)  1,200  schools,  conducted  by  1,300 
teachers,  giving  instruction  to  70,000  children.  While  we 
regret  that  the  precise  numbers  cannot  be  given,  there  is 
another  matter  of  even  greater  importance,  and  incapable  of 
being  expressed  in  figures,  which  should  not  escape  our 
observation — I  mean  the  efficiency  of  these  schools  as  the 
means  of  educating  the  young.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  success  depends  more  on  the  administration  than  on  the 
Law  ;  and  that  a  very  excellent  school  system  may  coexist 
with  very  indifferent  schools.  All  the  complicated  machinery 
of  the  system  is  directed  to  one  grand  end  ; — to  bring,  in  every 
district,  an  efficient  teacher  into  contact  with  all  the  children 
of  a  school-going  age.  This  suggests  two  topics  which  are 
rery  closely  connected  :  the  professional  abilities  of  the  teach- 
ers, and  the  attendance  of  the  scholars. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  TEACHERS 

While  a  great  improvement  has  been  effected  since  the  School 
Law  of  1865  went  into  operation,  in  the  character  of  the  teach- 
ers, while  many  of  our  schools  will  compare  favorably  with 
similar  schools  in  any  part  of  the  country,  while  many  of  our 
teachers  are  persons  of  learning,  ability,  and  experience,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  the  qualifications  of  the  average 
teacher  are  lower  than  what  the  public  service  imperatively 
demands.  For  this  there  is  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  the 
authorities  who  have  given  the  teachers  their  license.  So 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  they  have  done  their  whole 
duty.  The  number  of  available  teachers  is  limited,  and 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  employ  the  best  that  offer.  If 
the  examinations  had  been  made  more  stringent,  and  a 
higher  grade  of  professional  skill  had  been  demanded,  many 
schools  must  have  been  closed.  Nor  are  the  teachers  much 
in  fault.  The  Public  School  Teachers  of  Maryland  are  the 
product  mainly  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Maryland,  and  what 
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these  schools  have  been  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  the  average 
of  the  teachers  must  be  to-day.  The  stream  cannot  rise 
higher  than  its  source. 

"Whatever  may  be  the  native  abilities  of  a  teacher,  he  can- 
not be  expected  to  keep  a  school  of  a  better  kind  than  any 
he  has  ever  seen.  The  traditions  and  customs  of  the  school 
of  which  he  was  a  pupil,  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  school  of 
which  he  is  the  teacher,  and  a  radical  change  of  methods  is 
to  him  not  only  impossible  but  inconceivable.  During  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century  a  revolution  has  been  going  on  in 
methods  of  teaching  as  radical,  and  perhaps  as  important,  as 
the  change  from  stage-coaches  to  railroad  traveling.  But 
many  teachers  have  not  heard  of  it,  or  if  they  have  heard, 
they  do  not  yet  believe  in  it.  They  continue  to  teach  as  they 
were  taught  themselves,  as  their  fathers  were  taught,  as 
their  grand-fathers  were  taught,  and  as  their  sons  and  grand- 
sons will  be  taught,  unless  the  proper  agencies  are  employed 
to  introduce  a  knowledge  of  better  methods. 

These  agencies  the  law  has  provided,  or  recommended  ; 
and  it  only  remains  for  the  County  Boards  to  use  them. — 
They  are  the  State  Normal  School,  an  Educational  Journal, 
Teachers'  Associations,  and  Teachers'  Institutes. 

The  State  Normal  School  bears  the  same  relation  to  the 
Public  Schools  of  the  State,  as  the  Naval  School  at  Annapo- 
lis does  to  the  Navy,  or  West  Point  Academy  to  the  Army. 
It  is  a  professional  school.  It  is  intended  to  systematize  the 
teacher's  labors,  to  set  up  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  to 
accumulate  a  valuable  stock  of  experience,  to  create  a  spirit 
of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  service,  and  to  convert  teach- 
ing into  a  profession.  It  cannot  make  teachers  of  those  to 
whom  nature  has  denied  abilities  ;  but  it  sifts  the  good  ma- 
terial from  the  bad,  sets  a  keen  edge  on  natural  talent,  and 
saves  time  and  money  to  the  State  by  enabling  a  teacher  to 
accomplish,  with  a  few  months'  instruction,  what  he  might 
be  years  in  learning  to  do  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  The 
time  is  coming  when  a  man  will  no  more  undertake  to  teach 
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a  school  without  having  studied  and  practised  his  business, 
than  he  would  venture  to  navigate  a  ship  or  run  a  locomotive 
without  previous  training.  Then  every  teacher  will  he  a 
graduate  of  some  training  school,  just  as  every  physician  in 
good  standing  is  a  graduate  of  some  medical  college.  But 
that  time  is  still  distant,  and  as  comparatively  few  can  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  Normal  instruction  under  the  present 
arrangements,  it  is  necessary  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
other  means  within  reach. 

An  Educational  Journal  can  and  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  teacher  and  school  officer.  The  Law  requires 
the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  to  issue  "  educational 
information  and  instruction"  to  teachers  "through  the 
school  journal  selected  by  the  said  Principal  for  the  school- 
house  library  ;"  but  this  provision  is  a  dead  letter,  as  no 
money  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses.  I  was  so 
firmly  convinced  of  the  advantages  which  the  Public  Schools 
would  derive  from  such  a  Journal,  and  was  so  anxious  to  carry 
out,  if  possible,  the  excellent  plan  contemplated  by  the  Law, 
that  I  submitted  a  proposition  to  the  several  County  Boards, 
offering  to  publish,  at  my  own  risk,  a  School  Journal,  which 
should  be  open  to  them  without  expense,  as  a  means  of  com- 
municating with  their  Teachers,  provided  they  subscribed  for 
one  copy  (at  $1.50)  for  each  school.  Only  three  County 
Boards  took  any  notice  of  the  proposal,  and  of  these  only  two 
(Anne  Arundel  and  Kent)  accepted  it.  The  offer  is  still 
open. 

Teachers'  Associations  have  been  in  existence  in  many  of 
the  counties  for  several  years,  and  a  number  have  been 
formed  lately.  Rightly  conducted,  they  are  well  calculated 
to  diffuse  professional  knowledge,  to  produce  uniformity  of 
methods,  and  to  foster  a  spirit  of  brotherhood  among  the 
Teachers.  They  also  furnish  opportunities  for  the  County 
Examiner  to  meet  with  the  Teachers,  and  aid  them  by  counsel 
and  encouragement.  There  is  no  better  sign  of  a  lively  in- 
terest in  school  matters  than  a  large  attendance  and  spirited 
discussions  at  these  associations. 
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The  Teachers'  Institute  is  another  of  the  means  recom- 
mended by  the  School  Law  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools ;  and  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  County  School  authorities  will  avail  them- 
selves largely  of  its  advantages  during  the  present  year. — 
During  the  three  years  that  I  have  been  in  office,  I  have  con- 
ducted Teachers'  Institutes  in  the  counties  of  Allegany, 
Anne  Arundel,  Baltimore,  Calvert,  Caroline,  Dorchester, 
Howard,  Harford,  Kent,  Montgomery,  Queen  Anne,  Som- 
erset, Talbot,  Washington  and  Worcester.  The  universal 
testimony  of  teachers  and  school  officers  in  these  counties  is 
that  the  Institute  is  worth  far  more  than  it  costs.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  forty-four  weeks'  teaching,  with  an  Institute, 
is  better  for  the  schools  than  fifty  weeks'  teaching  without  one. 
I  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  every  County  Exam- 
iner to  make  arrangements  for  holding  an  Institute  before  the 
close  of  this  school  year. 

IRREGULAR  ATTENDANCE. 

If  the  best  possible  use  were  made  of  the  agencies  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  pages — the  Normal  School,  the  School 
Journal,  Teachers'  Associations  and  Teachers'  Institutes, — 
a  marked  improvement  would  soon  be  effected  in  the  preva- 
lent methods  of  instruction.  The  problem  would  still  re- 
main, however,  to  bring  the  children  practically  under  the 
influence  of  the  schools.  Not  quite  half  of  the  children  be- 
tween six  and  eighteen  years  of  age  are  enrolled  in  the  Pub- 
lic Schools,  and  of  those  enrolled  only  about  half  are  in  at- 
tendance, on  an  average.  The  State  pays  for  the  education 
of  70,000  children,  and  only  about  half  of  these  are  actually 
taught.  This  complaint  about  irregular  attendance  we  meet 
in  every  County  Report,  and  in  every  State  Report  ;  and  it 
seems  almost  impossible  to  remove  the  evil.  A  certain 
amount  of  irregularity  is  indeed  unavoidable *  that  which 
arises  from  sickness,  and  that  which  is  caused  by  a  necessity 
for  the  child's  services  at  home.     Making  due  allowance  for 
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this,  there  is  still  a  large  balance  which  can  be  accounted  for 
only  on  the  theory  of  great  indifference,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  scholar  and  the  parent.  Those  who  believe  that  legis- 
lation can  cure  social  evils  are  prepared  to  offer  a  summary 
remedy — a  law  compelling  parents,  under  pains  and  penal- 
ties, to  send  their  children  to  school.  They  forget  that  the 
same  spirit  which  makes  such  a  law  necessary  would  prevent 
its  being  enforced.  And  even  if  it  could  be  enforced  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  schools,  there  is  danger  of  the 
remedy  proving  worse  than  the  disease.  To  bring  about  a 
satisfactory  change  in  relation  to  attendance,  two  things  are 
necessary:  1st,  to  make  the  schools  worth  going  to;  and 
2nd,  to  convince  parents  that  the  children  who  do  not  atteud 
regularly  are  not  only  suffering  injury  themselves,  but  are 
inflicting  injury  on  those  who  are  present.  The  first  is 
the  most  important  point.  Much  of  the  bad  attendance 
of  which  teachers  complain  is  an  unconscious  protest  of 
human  nature  against  irrational,  uninteresting  and  unprofit- 
able methods  of  teaching  ;  and  I  could  almost  wish  that  the 
attendance  would  continue  to  be  bad  until  teachers  learn  to 
make  their  schools  better  worth  attending.  As  a  rule  the 
best  teachers  have  the  best  attendance  in  proportion  to  the 
number  enrolled  ;  but  in  applying  this  rule  we  should  bear 
in  mind  that  it  takes  a  long  time  for  even  a  good  teacher  to 
break  down  bad  habits  of  long  standing.  The  second  point — 
the  injury  inflicted  by  the  absent  scholars  on  those  who  are 
present — is  seldom  understood  fully  even  by  school  officers. 
If  the  amount  of  teaching  performed  in  a  good  school,  when 
every  scholar  is  present  every  day  of  the  Term,  is  estimated 
at  100  per  cent.,  it  is  usual  to  reckon  the  amount  performed 
with  an  average  attendance  of  half  the  number  enrolled  at 
about  50  per  cent.  But  it  is  in  reality  much  less.  If  the 
absences  are  evenly  distributed  among  the  scholars  (which, 
fortunately,  is  seldom  the  case)  I  would  not  place  the  amount 
of  work  done  higher  than  25  per  cent.  If  a  railway  train 
were  to  stop  every  quarter  of  a  mile  between  New  York  and 
Washington  to  take  in  and   let  out  passengers,  the  public 
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would  make  a  great  outcry,  and  would  soon  find  means  to 
abate  the  evil.  Yet  this  is  only  a  faint  illustration  of  the 
loss  of  time  and  force  caused  by  irregular  attendance  at 
school.  And  the  better  a  school  is,  the  more  it  suffers  from 
tbis  cause  ;  just  as  a  fast  train  loses  more  time,  in  propor- 
tion, than  a  slow  train  that  makes  the  same  number  of  stop- 
pages. 

THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

If  my  acquaintance  with  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State 
had  commenced  with  my  appointment  as  Principal  of  the 
State  Normal  School  in  May,  1868, 1  might  readily  be  excused 
from  offering  any  suggestions  on  this  topic,  at  least  for  another 
year.  But  having  been  identified  with  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  State  for  more  than  twenty  years,  having  watched 
with  the  closest  attention  the  working  of  the  Law  of  1865, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  having  enjoyed  the 
very  best  opportunities  for  obtaining  information,  I  hope 
I  may,  without  presumption,  give  such  expression  to  my 
convictions  as  official  duty  authorizes  and  requires  me  to 
give. 

The  present  School  Law,  though  defective  in  some  important 
particulars,  incomplete  in  its  details,  and  sometimes  obscure 
in  its  phraseology,  or  inconsistent  with  itself,  contains  many 
of  the  elements  of  a  sound,  popular,  and  progressive  school 
system. 

1.  It  provides  education  without  cost  (except  for  books  ) 
for  every  white  child  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
eighteen  years. 

2.  It  levies  a  State  school  tax  (ten  cents  on  the  hundred 
dollars)  large  enough  to  prevent  county  taxation  for  school 
purposes  from  being  felt  as  a  burden,  and  yet  not  so  large  as 
to  dispense  with  county  taxation,  and  thus  diminish  the  local 
interest  felt  in  the  schools. 

3.  It  authorises  and  encourages  District  as  well  as  County 
taxation,  when  the  people  desire  to  have  schools  or  school- 
houses  of  a  superior  grade. 
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4.  It  requires  the  schools  to  he  kept  open  ten  months  in  the 
year. 

5.  It  delegates  to  the  County  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners in  every  county  ample  authority  to  manage  its  own 
affairs  ;  and,  in  particular,  authorizes  them  to  levy  (through 
the  County  Commissioners)  whatever  amount  of  money  is 
necessary,  in  addition  to  the  State  tax,  to  support  the  schools 
for  the  ten  months  required  by  law. 

6.  It  makes  provision  for  the  training  of  teachers  in  the 
State  Normal  School,  and  recommends  the  employment -of 
Teachers'  Associations  and  Teachers'  Institutes,  and  the  cir- 
culation of  anEducationaiJournal,for  the  purpose  of  elevating 
the  profession  of  teaching,  and  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools. 

7.  It  forbids  the  employment  of  any  teacher  who  does  not 
hold  a  certificate  of  good  character  and  professional  attain- 
ments issued  by  an  authorized  Examiner, 

It  is  a  less  pleasing,  but  more  important  duty  to  point 
out  some  of  the  defects  of  the  law. 

1.  In  the  absence  of  any  State  officer,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  enforcing  the  law,  there  is  no  certainty  that  its  pro- 
visions will  be  carried  into  effect.  The  following,  among 
other  requirements,  may  be  mentioned  as  having  already  been 
violated  or  neglected  in  some  of  the  counties  : 

1.  The  provision  requiring  the  School  Commissioners 
to  levy,  through  the  County  Commissioners,  the  additional 
tax  necessary  to  keep  the  schools  open  ten  months  in  the 
year. 

2.  The  provision  limiting  the  compensation  of  School  Com 
missioners  to  three  dollars  a  day.  In  many  counties  they 
receive  mileage  in  addition  ;  and  the  mileage  often  exceeds 
the  per  diem. 

3.  The  provision  limiting  the  sessions  of  the  County  Boards 
to  two  days  in  each  quarter.  It  should  be  mentioned,  that 
in  the  first  organization  of  the  schools,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Boards  to  meet  more  than  once  a  quarter, 
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but  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  in  some  counties  the  practice 
continued  when  the  necessity  had  ceased. 

4.  The  provision  requiring  the  several  County  Boards 
to  make  an  annual  report  of  school  statistics.  Though 
the  blank  forms  were  issued  four  months  ago,  yet  up  to 
this  date  (January  14th)  no  report  whatever  has  been 
received  from  Allegany,  Calvert,  Cecil,  and  St.  Mary's 
coutiens. 

5.  The  provision  requiring  each  County  School  Board  to 
supply  its  schools  with  text-books  and  stationery,  charging 
(if  they  think  proper)  a  quarterly  fee,  not  exceeding  one 
dollar,  for  the  use  of  them. 

6.  The  provision  limiting  the  school  hours  to  six  each  day. 
The  printed  rules  of  at  least  one  county,  require  teachers  to 
keep  the  schools  open  seven  hours  a  day  in  summer — a  pro- 
position which  was  offered  in  the  Senate  as  an  amendment 
to  the  clause  as  it  stands  at  present  in  the  law,  and  almost 
unanimously  rejected. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  my  approval 
of  all  the  provisions  referred  to  ;  nor  as  denying  that  the 
several  Boards  may  have  good  reasons  for  their  action.  I 
merely  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  (  which  I  consider 
to  be  a  great  defect  in  the  law  )  that  any  of  its  provisions, 
or  all  of  them,  may  be  violated  with  impunity. 

II.  There  is  ^division  of  authority  which  may  produce  con- 
fusion and  trouble.  The  schools  are  for  certain  purposes 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Board,  and  for  certain  other 
purposes,  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  District  Board. 
Divided  authority  is  always  an  evil.  One  instance  may  be 
mentioned.  A  County  Board  resolves  to  charge  seventy-five 
cents  a  term  for  the  use  of  books  and  stationery.  They  cal- 
culate on  receiving  $1,000  a  quarter  from  this  source,  and 
they  make  their  estimates  for  the  year  on  this  supposition. 
The  several  District  Boards  resolve  to  exempt  all  the  scholars 
from  the  payment  of  this  fee,  which  they  have  a  legal  right 
to  do  ;    but  the  County  Board  is  brought  into  debt  $4,000 
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by  the  operation.  Another  instance  may  be  given.  A 
District  Board  wishes  to  employ  a  certain  Teacher.  The 
County  Board  refuses  to  give  a  certificate.  The  District 
Board  refuses  to  employ  any  other,  and  so  the  school  is 
closed. 

III.  There  is  a  want  of  efficient  supervision.  The  Exam- 
iners of  the  large  counties  are  required  to  visit  the  schools 
only  once  a  year.  This  is  of  no  use  as  a  professional  visita- 
tion of  the  schools,  although  it  may  serve  for  an  inspection 
of  school-houses.  One  visit  in  each  term  is  the  very  smallest 
number  that  will  render  efficient  aid  in  keeping  the  schools  in 
good  condition.  Supervision  by  Commissioners  or  Local 
Trustees  will  not  supply  the  defect.  They  have  neither  the 
time  nor  (in  many  cases)  the  ability  to  aid  the  teachers  in 
organizing,  teaching,  and  managing  the  schools;  and  that  is 
the  kind  of  supervision  that  is  needed. 

IV.  There  are  too  many  officers,  and  there  is  too  rapid  a 
change  of  officers.  One  county,  for  example,  with  B9  Bchools, 
lias  17  Commissioners,  and  1  IS  Trustees.  The  Commission- 
ers may  be  changed  every  two  years,  and  the  Trustees  every 
year.  No  steady  and  uniform  progress  can  be  expected  undei 
such  circumstances. 

V.  The  law  does  not  define  clearly  the  duty  of  the  various 
officers  employed.  The  following  among  other  questions 
have  occurred  in  practice.  Are  the  Commissioners  severally 
required  to  make  a  quarterly  report  to  the  Board?  Is  it  the 
duty  of  a  Commissioner  to  "  visit"  the  schools  in  his  dis- 
trict; or  is  this  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  only?  Does  the 
Board  examine  and  license  teachers  ;  or  should  this  labor  be 
performed  by  the  Examiner  "  in  the  presence  of  the  Board?' 
Can  the  Board  legally  refuse  a  certificate  to  a  teacher  whom 
the  Examiner  has  declared  competent  ?  Should  the  "  Annual 
Report  "  be  written  by  the  President  or  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  ?  I  have  been  applied  to  several  times  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  doubtful  points,  but  I  have  no  authority 
to  give  an  opinion,  except  as  an  expression  of  private  judg- 
ment.    I  am  even  in  doubt  as  to  my  own  duties.     The  law 
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says  that  the  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School  shall  have 
the  general  supervision  of  all  the  Public  Schools  in  the  State  ; 
hut  what  I  am  authorized  to  do  in  virtue  of  this  supervi- 
sory power,  I  do  not  know. 

To  remedy  some  of  these  defects  in  the  law,  I  would  sug- 
gest the  following  amendments  : 

I.  The  appointment  of  a  central  authority  as  a  represent- 
ative of  the  State,  with  power  to  construe  the  law  and  to 
enforce  it.  What  form  this  central  authority  should  assume 
is  not  very  important,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  State  which 
spends  about  half  a  million  of  dollars  annually  for  the  sup- 
port of  Public  Schools,  should  receive  some  assurance  that 
the  money  is  properly  expended.  The  simplest  form  is  that 
of  a  State  Superintendent ;  and  if  this  should  be  adopted,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  office  should  be  entirely  separated 
from  that  of  "  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School."  There 
is  work  enough  for  two  men,  each  in  his  own  sphere  ;  and 
one  man  of  ordinary  abilities  cannot  perforin  satisfactorily 
the  duties  of  one  of  the  offices,  without  neglecting  to'some 
extent  the  duties  of  the  other. 

There  may  be  some  reasons  why  it  may  be  considered  inex- 
pedient to  invest  a  single  individual  with  such  ample  powers 
as  a  State  Superintendent  ought  to  have,  in  order  to  be  an 
efficient  public  officer.  But  there  can  be  no  valid  argument 
against  the  creation  of  a  State  Board  of  Education  with  defi- 
nite powers.  Such  a  Board  might  consist  of  the  Governor, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Education  in  the  House, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Education  in  the  Senate, 
the  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  a  member 
chosen  by  the  Faculties  of  the  three  State  Colleges  from 
among  their  own  number.  A  Board  constituted  in  this  way 
would  possess  political  influence,  (without  which  it  would 
be  a  cipher,)  and  professional  experience,  (without  which  it 
would  do  more  harm  than  good.)  It  would  command  the 
respect  of  all  good  citizens,  and  would  be  competent  to  take 
the  initiative  in  school  legislation,  suggesting  from  time  to 
time  such  ^changes  in  the  school  system  as  would  adapt  it 
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more  perfectly  to  our  circumstances  and  necessities.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  such  a  Board  would  require  a 
Secretary,  whose  whole  time  should  be  devoted  to  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

II  To  obviate  the  difficulties  arising  from  a  division  of 
authority  between  the  School  Commissioners  and  the  School 
Trustees,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Trustees  be  appointed  by 
the  County  Board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure.  The 
present  method  of  electing  Trustees  by  the  people  is  very 
objectionable.  The  election  is  held  at  a  time  different  from 
that  of  any  Congressional  or  State  election,  and  excites  no 
general  interest.  It  is  probable  that  no  legal  elections' for 
Trustees  were  held  in  one-half  the  School  Districts  of  the 
State.  In  many  instances  where  elections  were  held,  the 
voters  were  drummed  up  by  the  teachers  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  their  own  appointment.  A  system  which  thus  sets 
teachers  electioneering  for  Trustees,  who  in  turn  have  the 
appointment  of  Teachers,  is  not  to  be  commended.  The 
School  Commissioners  (who  are  elected  directly  by  the  people 
at  each  general  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly) are  entitled  to  select  the  agents  by  whom  the  work  for 
which  they  are  responsible  is  done. 

III.  To  remedy  the  "want  of  efficient  supervision,"  I 
would  suggest  that  in  those  counties  where  there  are  so 
many  schools  that  the  Examiner  cannot  visit  each  of  them 
once  a  term,  a  Deputy  Examiner  should  be  appointed,  whose 
duties  should  be  confined  to  visiting  the  schools,  aiding  the 
Teachers  in  organizing  and  managing  them,  and  similar 
professional  duties.  In  every  county  there  could  easily  be 
found  among  the  teachers  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
young  man  of  more  than  average  attainments  who  would 
gladly  undertake  this  duty  for  a  slight  increase  of  salary. 
There  is  no  money  better  spent  in  a  school-system  than  that 
which  is  spent  for  supervision  of  the  right  kind. 

IV.  The  number  of  School  Commissioners  need  not  be 
greater  than  one  to  every  eight  schools.     It  would  give  more 
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permanence  and  uniformity  to  the  administration  if  the  Com- 
missioners were  elected  to  serve  for  four  years,  one-fourth 
going  out  of  office  every  year,  and  their  places  being  sup- 
plied annually.  This  method  would  also  tend  to  prevent 
the  Board  from  assuming  a  party  complexion. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

Extensive  changes  of  text  hooks  have  been  made  in  most 
of  the  counties,  some  for  the  better  and  some  for  the  worse. 
These  changes  will  cost  money.  As  a  general  rule,  more 
books  are  used  (especially  when  the  books  are  not  sold, 
but  loaned  as  the  law  now  directs)  than  a  strict  regard  to 
economy  and  the  good  of  the  schools  requires.  The  best 
teachers  generally  use  the  fewest  books.  The  Trustees  of 
the  State  Normal  School  published,  as  required  by  law,  a 
list  of  school-books  which  they  recommended  to  be  used  in 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  State.  This  recommendation  had 
not  the  effect  contemplated  in  the  Law,  of  producing  even 
a  tolerable  degree  of  uniformity.  A  more  heterogeneous 
assemblage  of  school-books  cannot  be  found  in  any  State  in 
the  Union  than  we  can  now  show  in  Maryland.  Uniformity 
of  school-books  throughout  the  State  is  certainly  desirable, 
but  it  is  not  worth  the  price  that  must  be  paid  for  it.  I  have 
no  suggestions  to  make  on  this  head,  except  that  in  order  to 
prevent  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money,  the  County 
Boards  should  be  prohibited  from  changing  the  text  books 
oftener  than  once  in  four  years.  There  might  be  some  incon- 
venience resulting  from  such  a  rule,  but  not  much.  The  im- 
portance of  books,  and  the  great  superiority  of  one  book  over 
another,  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  by  interested  par- 
ties. A  good  teacher  will  succeed  with  almost  any  text  book ; 
and  the  very  best  books  are  thrown  away  upon  incompetent 
teachers. 

Under  the  law  of  1865,  school-books  were  sold  to  the  pupils 
in  some  counties,  and  loaned  at  a  fixed  rate  in  others.  The 
present  law  requires  that  the  books  be  owned  by  the  County 
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Boards,  and  a  quarterly  fee  (if  thought  proper)  charged  for 
the  use  of  them.  No  provision  of  the  law  has  given  more 
dissatisfaction  than  this  has  done,  in  counties  where  the  chil- 
dren had  been  accustomed  to  buy  their  own  books.  While  I 
am  convinced  that  this  dissatisfaction  is  unreasonable,  I 
would  recommend  that  the  Law  be  changed  so  as  to  allow 
the  County  Boards  to  exercise  their  own  discretion  in  this 
matter :  and  I  hope  that  public  opinion  will  before  long 
justify  the  Boards  in  making  school-books  free  all  over  the 
State.  Then  we- may  indeed  say  that  we  have  a  Free  School 
system. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

HOARD  OF  Till  -TEES. 

John  Carson,  Esq.,  President, 
J.  Puilip  Roman,  Esq., 
Dr.  Jas.  L.  Bryan, 

Thomas  Lucy,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

FACULTY. 

M.  A.  Newell Principal. 

Dr.  A.  Snowden  Piggot Prof.  Natural  Science. 

Emil  Kett Prof.  Drawing. 

Mary  Borgman Prof.  Practice  of  Teaching. 

Sarah  E.  Richmond Prof.  English  and  Mathematics. 

ASSISTANTS. 

Mary  C.  Newell Class  C. 

Ellen  C.  Godfrey "     B. 

Lucy  C.  Allen "     A. 
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The  State  Normal  School  opened  in  January  1866,  with 
eleven  students.  In  January,  1867,  there  were  71  students 
on  the  roll.  In  January,  1868,  there  were  94  ,  and  now  in 
January,  1869,  there  are  118.  The  number  in  daily  attend- 
ance averages  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  enrolled  for 
the  Term. 

The  total  number  of  different  students  enrolled  during  the 
three  years  that  the  school  has  been  in  operation  is  310  ;  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  counties  as  follows  :  Allegany, 
3  ;  Anne  Arundel,  11  ;  Baltimore  county,  38  ;  Baltimore 
city,  136  ;  Calvert,  2  ;  Charles,  0  ;  Caroline,  6  ;  Carroll,  3  ; 
Cecil,  14;  Dorchester,  4;  Frederick,  3;  Harford,  13;  How- 
ard, 7 ;  Kent,  10  ;  Montgomery,  9  ;  Prince  George,  2  ; 
Queen  Anne,  15  ;  St.  Mary's,  0  ;  Somerset,  6  ;  Talbot,  11  ; 
Washington,  6  ;  Wicomico,  3  ;  Worcester,  7. 

Of  these  310  students,  about  20  per  cent,  failed  to  remain 
long  enough  at  school  to  obtain  any  considerable  benefit  from 
it;  110  are  now  in  attendance,  and  115  are  known  to  have 
engaged  in  teaching  since  leaving  school.  _^ — - 

The  number  of  Graduates  the  first  year  wasCl4j  tlie  second 
year  37  ;  the  third  year  30  ;  total  81.  The  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  Graduates  in  the  third  year  as  compared  with 
the  second,  was  caused  by  raising  the  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion. 

There  has  been  but  a  single  change  of  teachers  in  three 
years.  Much  of  the  success  and  popularity  of  the  school 
may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  permanence  of  the  corps  of 
instructors. 

The  Model  School,  in  which  students  from  the  Normal 
School  act  as  assistants,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs. 
Boigman  as  Principal,  and  thus  acquire  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  a  teacher's  duties,  has  an  average  attendance  of  50 
pupils,  mostly  of  the  primary  grade. 

The  Normal  School  is  suffering  great  inconvenience  from 
the  want  of  a  suitable  building.  An  additional  room  in  the 
present  house  was  procured  in  October  last,  and  it  is  now 
filled.     It  is  only  by  great  economy  of  space,  and  by  such 
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expedients  as  hearing  four  classes  recite  at  the  same  time  in 
the  same  room,  that  it  has  been  found  possible  to  conduct 
the  school  at  all.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  next  Fall 
a  much  larger  number  of  students  than  usual  will  apply  for 
admission.  The  Principal  may  be  placed  in  a  dilemma. 
The  Law  requires  him  to  receive  two  hundred  students,  but 
the  rooms  cannot  be  made  to  accommodate  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  these  very  imperfectly. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  next  General  Assembly  will 
not  adjourn  without  providing  an  adequate  and  permanent 
home  for  this  school.  The  State  that  has  made  such  gener- 
ous provision  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  blind,  the  insane, 
the  inebriate,  and  the  criminal,  will  surely  not  neglect  those 
who  educate  her  children. 

In  relation  to  the  Reports  of  the  County  Boards,  which  form 
the  most  considerable,  and  probably  the  most  valuable,  part 
of  this  volume,  a  few  words  of  explanation  may  be  necessary  : 

1.  Some  Boards  have  not  reported  at  all.  No  good  reason 
is  known  for  this  failure  to  comply  with  the  Law. 

2.  Some  Boards  have  reported  for  the  time  only  that  they 
were  in  office.  If  such  a  practice  were  followed  in  all  de- 
partments of  the  public  service,  it  would  cause  the  greatest 
embarrassment  and  confusion  ;  and  in  this  department,  with 
the  frequent  changes  of  administration  which  the  Law 
allows,  and  the  fact  that  the  financial  school  year  ends 
on  the  30th  of  September,  while  a  new  Board  goes  into 
possession  on  the  1st  of  January  in  every  alternate  year, 
a  continuous  history  of  the  Public  Schools  would  be  an 
impossibility. 

3.  Some  Reports  do  not  furnish  all  the  information  called 
for.  In  explanation  of  this  it  should  be  stated,  that  considering 
the  short  time  the  Boards  had  been  in  office  when  the  Reports 
were  due,  (6  months,)  and  the  heavy  labors  devolving  on  the 
officers  in  connection  with  the  reorganization  of  the  schools 
it  was  hardly  expected  that  all,  and  especially  those  who 
had  changed  their  executive  officers,  could  make  a  detailed 
report.  It  was  thought  advisable,  however,  to  issue  the 
blanks  to  all,  in  order  to  obtain  as  many  items  as  possible 
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this  year,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  full  and  exact 
report  next  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  congratulate  my  fellow-citizens  on 
the  fact,  that  after  long  and  weary  waiting,  they  are  now  in 
possession  of  a  school  system,  which,  though  still  imperfect, 
possesses  one  great  element,  without  which  improvement  is 
impossible — that  of  stability.  A  system  of  Free  Public 
Schools,  supported  and  superintended  by  the  State,  is  now 
a  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  State,  which  no  change  of 
political  parties  will  in  all  human  probability  ever  disturb. 

It  has  already  successfully  withstood  the  severest  trial  to 
which  it  could  be  exposed.  The  School  Law  of  18G5,  went 
into  operation  under  circumstances  which  seemed  to  render 
its  success  an  impossibility.  Yet,  noth withstanding  all  the 
difficulties  necessarily  attendant  on  the  attempt  to  introduce  the 
most  advanced  educational  ideas  among  a  community  not  pre- 
pared for  so  radical  a  change,  notwithstanding  the  odium  at- 
taching to  the  Law  on  account  of  its  origin,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  Administratorsof  the  Law  were  not  in  political 
sympathy  with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  notwithstanding 
that  the  abolition  of  the  system  was  made  one  of  the  principal 
war-cries  during  an  exciting  political  campaign,  yet  such  was 
the  intrinsic  excellence  of  the  law  itself,  so  much  vitality  was 
infused  into  it  by  the  State  Superintendent,  so  successful,  on 
the  whole,  was  the  execution  of  it  by  the  subordinate  officers, 
that  the  great  principles  on  which  it  is  founded  are  now, 
when  the  details  of  the  system  have  been  swept  away,  more 
firmly  fixed  than  ever  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The 
universal  desire  is,  not  to  abolish  the  Free  Public  Schools, 
but  to  make  them  more  "  thorough  and  efficient."  For  this 
purpose  we  need  some  change  in  the  Law,  but  far  more  than 
legislation,  do  we  need  a  prudent  and  energetic  administra- 
tion of  the]  Law  as  it  stands,  and  the  hearty  and  zeal- 
ous co-operation  of  all  good  citizens  in  this  great  and  good 

work. 

M.  A.  NEWELL, 

Principal  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal  School. 
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STATEMENT, 

Showing  the  apportionment  of  the  State  School  Tax  for  186V,  among  the  several  Coun- 
ties and  Baltimore  city,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  populations,  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  twenty  years,  being  $1.69555  for  each,  child. 


Counties. 


Allegany  county. 
AnneArundel  "  . 
Baltimore  city.... 
Haiti  more  county. 
Calvert 
Caroline  ' 
Carroll  ' 

Cecil  ' 

Charles  ' 

Dorchester  ' 
Frederick  ' 
Harford  ' 

Howard  * 

Kent  ' 

Montogniery  ' 
Pr.  George  ' 
Queen  Anne  ' 
St.  Mary's  ' 
Somerset  ' 
Talbot  ' 

Washington  ' 
Worcester      ' 


Totals. 


i*cJ 

•«  X 

■°s 

a>  Eh 

c  o  2 

a  o  jt- 

.2      2 

Soo 

t.%  -1 

gEo 

g-~^ 

&©*-' 

Cm 

-*l 

10,851 

$18,398  43 

9.398 

15,934  79 

69.538 

117,905  27 

19,241 

32,624  11 

4,106 

6,961  93 

4,377 

7,421  43 

8.953 

15,180  27 

8,642 

14,652  95     . 

6,466 

10,963  44 

7,810 

13,242   26 

17,455 

29,595  86 

8,433 

14,298  58 

5,161 

8,750  74 

4,920 

8,352  29 

6,832 

11,685   74 

9,038 

15,324  39 

0,073 

10,297  09 

5.698 

9,661   25 

9,704 

16,453  63 

5,495 

9,317  06 

11,831 

20,060  07 

8,131 

13.780  53 

248,219 

$420,868  11 
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STATEMENT, 


Showing  the  distribution  of  Slate  School  Tax  to  the  several  Counties  and  (he  City  of 
Baltimore,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,    18G8. 


Allegany  County, 
Anne  Arundel  " 
Baltimore  City 


Baltimore  Cou 

Calvert 

<  'aroline 

Carroll 

Cecil 
Char  leg 
Dorchester 
Frederick 

Harford 

Howard 

Kent 

Montgomery 

Pr.  George's 

Queen  Anne's 

St.  Mary's 

Somerset 

Talbot 

Washington 

Worcester 

Wicomico 


>.V: 


$5,605  ol' 

4,854  49 

35,019  60 

9,938  si 

2,120  95 

2,260  93 

4,624  64 

4,463  99 

3,339  96 

4,034  21 

9,016  32 

4,356  oi 

2,665  91 

2,544  50 

3,660  03 

4,603  72l 

L36  99 

2,943  29 

5,012  57 

2,838  42 

6,111  2  7 

4,200  03' 


§4.599  60 
3,983  To 

29,  176  32 
8,15.;  03 
1,740  48 
1,855  36 
3,795  07 
3,663  2  I 
2,740  86 
3,310  56 
7,398  97 
3,574  65 
2.187  69 
2,921  43 
2,088  07 
3,831  10 
2,574  27 
2,415  31 
4,173  41 
2,329  2<; 
5,015  02 
3.446  63 


$4,599  60 

3,983  70| 

2''.  176  32 

8,156  03 

1.710  18 

1,855  36i 

3,795  07 

3,663  2  1 

2.710  si; 

3,310  56 

3,574  65 

2,187  69 

2,921  43 

2,088  07 

3,831  10 

2,574  27 

2,415  31 

4,113  41 

2,329  26 

5,015  02 

3.446  63 


$3,213  19 
2,782    97 

20,591  52 
5,697  63 
1,215  85 
1,296  11 
2,651  18 
2,559  11 
1,914  71 
2,312  68 
5,168  77 
2,497  12 
1,528  27 
1,458  69 
2,040  84 
2,676  33 
1,798  32 
1,687  28 
1,576  23 
1,627  18 
3,503  35 
1.745  96 
1,959  10 


$18,017  41 
604  86 
115,463  7c 
31,9 

6,817   76 
7,267  76 
14,865  94 
14,3 

10,736  41 

12,908  01 

28,983  03 

14,002  46 

8,569  56 

9,846  05 

9,777  01 

14,942  25 

10,083  85 

9,401    19 

14,815  62 

9.124  12 

14  66 

12,839  25 

1,959  10 


Totals $128,151    77  $105,217  03$105,217  03  $73,502  37|$412,088  20 
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STATEMENT, 

Of  Public  School  Money  received  by  the  several  Counties  and  the   City   of  Baltimore, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1868. 


Counties. 

State  School  Tax. 

Free  School  Fund. 

o 
S3 

< 

Total. 

$18,017  41 

15,604  86 

]  15,463  76 

31,948  56 

6,817  76 

7,267  76 

14,865  94 

14,349  58 

10,736  41 

12,968  01 

28,983  03 

14,002  46 

8,569  56 

9,777  01 

9,846  05 

14.942  25 

10,083  85 

9,461  19 

14,815  62 

9,124  12 

19,644  66 

12,839.  25 

1,959  10 

$2,209  36 
2,264  09 
8,481  09 
3,356  42 
1,211  18 
1,873  84 
2,614  91 
2,488  81 
1,267  10 
2,318  34 
4,517  55 
2,520  61 
1,853  54 
3,587  28 
2,020  91 
2,104  85 
2,148  05 
1,551  28 
1,728  07 
2,541  54 
2,787  74 
1,877  74 
2,018  83 

$1,200  00 
800  00 

$21,426  77 

18,668  95 

123,944  85 

1.200  00 
1,200  00 
800  00 
400  00 
700  00 
400  00 
1,300  00 

36,504  98 

Calvert     "  

9,228  !!4 

9,941  60 

Carroll     "  

17,880  85 

Cecil       "  

17,538  39 

12,403  51 

16,5sg  35 

33,500  58 

Harford    "  

1,700  00 
800  00 

18,223  07 

11,223  10 

Kent      "  

13,364  29 

11,866  96 

800  00 
1,200  00 
1,600  00 
1,200  00 

400  00 
2,800  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 

17,847  10 

13,431  90 

St.  Mary's   "  

12,612  47 

17,743  69 

Talbot     "  

12,065  66 

25,232  40 

15,916  9<) 

5,177  9:: 

$412,088  20 

$59,343  13 

$20,900  00 

$492,331  33 
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STATEMENT,* 

Of  the  Public  School  Tax  received  on  account  of  the  levies  of  1865  and  1866  from 
October  1st,  1867,  to  June  15th,  1868;  also  the  balance  of  the  amount  received  on 
account  of  the  levy  of  1867  to  June  15th,  1868,  together  with  the  distribution  showing 
the  amount  that  each  County  and  Baltimore  city  is  entitled  to  tinder  the  Act  of  1867, 
Chap.  407,  Section  C. 

Amount  of  lew  of  1865 $1,188  BO 

"     "      "    1866 19,586    15 

"        "    "      "    1867 52,T28  42 


Counties  and  Baltimore  Citt. 


A pportion-  Apportion- 
ment  of        ment  of 

1865.  1866. 


Allegany 

Anne  Arundel 

Baltimore  city 

Baltimore  county, 

Calvert 

Caroline , 

Carroll 

Cecil 

<  Iharles 

Dorchester 

Frederick 

Harford 

Howard 

Kent 

Montgomery 

Prince  George 

Queen  Anne 

St.  Mary's 

Somerset 

Talbot 

Washington 

Wicomico 

Worcester 


§51  96 
45  00 

332  95 
92  13 

19  65 

20  96 

42  87 
41  42 

30  96 
37  39 
83  58 
40  37 

24  71 
23  59 
32  99 

43  28 
29  07 

27  28 

25  47 

26  31 
56  64 

31  65 

28  27 


Apportion- 
ment, of 
1867. 


$856 

1 
18 

741 

54 

82 

1,518 

19 

323 

98 

345 

36 

706 

43 

681 

89 

510 

29 

616 

24 

1,377 

27 

665 

39 

40  7 

32 

388 

68 

543 

80 

713 

13 

479 

18 

449 

59 

420 

01 

433 

58 

933 

52 

522 

03 

465 

22 

$2,305  05 
1,996  43 

14,771  75 
4,08"?  31 
872  22 
928  79 
1,901  86 
1,835  80 
1,373  55 
1,659  05 
3,707  92 
1,791  36 
1,096  34 
1,046  42 
1,464  05 

1,290  07 
1,810  41 
1,130  75 
1,167  29 
2,513  19 
1.405  42 
1,252  47 


|118,187  50|$19,585  45  $52,728  42 


Total. 


$3,21:!   19 
2,782  07 

20,291  52 
5,69"?  63 
1,215  86 
1,296  11 
2,651  16 
2,559  11 
1'914  71 
2  31! 
5,168  77 
2,497  12 
1,528  27 
1,458  60 
2,040  84 
2,676  33 
1,798  32 
1,687  28 
1,576  2:: 
1,627  18 
3,503  35 
1,959  10 
1,745  96 


73,502  37 


*  As  furnished  by  the  Comptroller  to  tlie  "Trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School. 


REPORTS 


FROM 


BALTIMORE  CITY  AND  VARIOUS   COUNTY  BOARDS, 
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BALTIMORE  CITY. 


Office  of  the  City  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Baltimore;  Jan.  1st,  1869. 
M.  A.  Newell,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir: 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  School  Law,  I 
herewith  submit  for  your  Report,  a  general  summary  state- 
ment, which  embodies  all  the  particulars  of  the  Special  Re- 
port to  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts. 

Respectfully  yours, 

WM.  R.  CREERY. 


SUMMARY 

Showing  the  number  of  Schools  ;  also  number  of  Scholars  on  Roll— free  and  paying — 
and  Teachers  employed  January  1st,  18G9 — in  all  the  Schools  under  the  charge  of 
the  Commissioners . 


Several  Grades. 


Balto.  City  College.. 
Fem.  High  Schools. 
Male  Grain.  Schools 
Female  "  " 

Male  Primary    " 
Fem.      "  " 

Music  Teachers 

Evening  Schools 

Colored  Schools 

Total 


1 
2 

IT 
20 
26 
33 


13 


120 


10 

25 

101 

107 

118 

144 

3 

18 

29 


555 


f^^z 


28 
108 
1,338 
1,484 
2,927 
3,521 

706 
368 


10,480 


268 
703 
2,565 
2,636 
2,194 
2,819 

168 
944 


12,297 


&4 


296 

811 
3,903 
4,120 
5,121 
6,340 

874 
1,312 


22,777 
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INCREASE  IN  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS,  TEACHERS  AND  SCHOLARS. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  teachers  and  scholars  during  the  past 
year  has  been  as  follows: 

Schools.  Teachers.  Scholars. 

In  Baltimore  City  College 26 

"  Eastern  Female  High  School 1  49 

"  Western  Female  High  School 1  77 

,:  Male  Grammar  Schools 2               15  262 

"  Female  Grammar  Schools 14  49 

"  Male  Primary  Schools 1                 9  426 

"  Female  Primary  Schools 2               15  806 

il  Evening  Schools 1  2 

"  Music  Teachers 1 

Total 7               48  .     1,695 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1868,   FOR  ALL    PURPOSES  EXCEPTING 
SALARIES  AND  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

And  compared  with  the  expenditures  during  the  previous  year. 

1867.  1868. 

Books  and  Stationery $49,863  06  $36,193  41 

Furniture 18,749  24  17,041  91 

Rents  and  Ground  Rents 17,161  94  14,920  94 

Fuel 18,422  75  11,765  54 

Kepairs  and  Cleaning 59.902-15  10,035  23 

"        by  City  Commissioner 14,526  30 

Supplies,  Printing  and  Incidentals 15,25143  21,521  12 

Total $179,350  57  $126,004  45 


SUMMARY  OF  TOTAL  EXPENDITURES,  FOR  ALL  PURPOSES,  EXCEPT- 
ING FOR  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

1867.  1868. 

General  Expenditures $179,350  57  $111,478  15 

Salaries 283,519  22  323,348  A'l 

By  City  Commissioner,  Repairs 14,526  30 

Total, $462,869  79  $449,352  87 

Deduct  receipts  from  scholars 35,421  19  40,794  6." 

Net  cost  of  Public  Schools $427,448  60  $408,558  24 

Decrease  of  net  cost,  as  above,  $18,890  36. 

The  receipts  for  the  support  of  the  Public  Schools  have  been  as  follows  : 

From  the  State  Treasurer— State  Taxes, $120,509  41 

"  "  "  Arrears 8,463  38 

"        City  Collector— City  Taxes 274,243  47 

"        Sale  of  School  Lots* 37,369  OP 

"        Scholars  in  the  Public  Schools 43,651  44 

"        Legacies,  &c 246  78 

Total ,....$484,473  67 

♦There  la  a  balance  yet  due  of  several  thousand  dollars.  The  entire  amount,  however,  has 
been  appropriated  towards  the  purchasing  of  Masonic  Hall,  but  it  Justly  belongs  to  the  School 
Fund. 
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TABLE, 

Showing  the  Number  of  Scholars  on  Roll  and  in  Attendance  January  1st,  18C8,  and 
January  1st,  1869;  Number  of  Teachers  employed  January  1st,  1869;  Receipts 
from  Scholars,  and  Cost  of  Books  and  Stationery  during  the  year  1868. 
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TABLE— Concluded. 
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EVENING  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE, 

Showing  the  number  of  Scholars  on  Roll  and  in  attendance  at  the  Evening  Schools, 
January  1,  1869.  Amount  paid  for  Salaries,  cost  of  Books  and  Stationery,  and 
Receipts  from  Scholars  during  the  year  1868. 
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$105  96 
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$201  06 

Paid  for  Salaries,  as  above $4,699  95 

Gas 307  65 

Cost  of  Books,  &c 105  96 

Incidental  expenses 12  63 

$5,126  19 
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SCHOOLS  FOR  COLORED  CHILDREN. 

TABLE, 

Shoiuing  the  number  of  Scholars  on  Roll  and  Teachers  employed  Jaunary  1st,  1869. 
Also  Receipts  from  Scholars  and  cost  of  Books  and  Stationery  during  the  past  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  EXPENSES. 


Salaries,  for  Teachers  and  Janitors $16,290  39 

For  Rents  of  School  Houses 2,888  92 

For  Books  and  Stationery 1,527  40 

For  Fuel 531  42 

For  Incidental  expenses 928  49 

Total $22,166  62 

Received  from  Scholars 2,856  81 

Net  cost  for  past  year $19,309  81 
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SCHEDULE  OF  SALARIES. 


BALTIMORE  CITY  COLLEGE. 

Principal $2, TOO 

Vice  Principal 2,200 

Professors  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy 2,000 

"  "  2,000 

"  Rhetoric  and  History 1,800 

"  Natural  Sciences 1,800 

"  French  and  Latin 1,800 

"  German 1,800 

"  English  Literature 1,800 

"  Writing  and   Secretary  to  Faculty 1,800 


FEMALE  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 


Principals $2 

First  Assistants 1,008 

Second      "         900 

Teachers  of  French  and  Drawing,  (each) 900 

MALE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

1st  year.  2d  year.  3d  year. 

Principals $1,296  $1,404      $1,500 

First  Assistants,  (male) 804  900 

"          "             (female) 588  672 

Second    "            450  516 

Third      "             444  504 

FEMALE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

1st  year.  2d  year 

Principals $804  $900 

First  Assistants 564  648 

Second       "         444  504 

Third         "         432  480 


MALE  AND  FEMALE  PRIMARIES. 

1st  year.  2d  year.  3d  year. 

Principals $600  $696 

Assistants 408  432         $408 

UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 

Composed  of  Primary  and  Grammar  Schools. 

1st  year.  2d  year.  3d  year. 

Principals $696  $780           840 

First  Assistants 504  552           600 

COLORED  SCHOOLS. 

1st  year.  2d  year.  3d  year. 

Principals $804  $900 

Assistants 408  432         $468 


40 


ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY. 


ELISHA  C.  TAYLOR,  President.     WM.  H.  THOMPSON,  Secretary,  $c. 


This  report  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  the  indisposi- 
tion of  our  President,  who  is  still  unable  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness. 

In  a  financial  point  of  view,  we  have  had  considerable  dif- 
ficulty, owing  to  the  failure  of  the  County  Commissioners  to 
make  a  levy  in  our  favor.  However,  we  have  been  able 
through  the  zeal  and  energy  of  our  Commissioners,  and  the 
accommodating  spirit  of  the  gentlemanly  officers  of  the 
Farmers'  National  Bank  of  Annapolis,  to  keep  all  the  schools 
open,  until  the  levy  of  next  year  can  be  made  available. 

We  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  also  to  the  firms  of 
Messrs.  Kelly,  Piet  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Bond  &  Co., 
for  supplying  us  with  books  and  stationery  to  be  paid  for 
from  the  levy  of  1869. 

We  are  still  increasing  the  number  of  our  schools,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  accompanying  reports  that  we  now  have  fifty- 
one  in  operation,  and  several  more  in  process  of  erection. 
Our  Board  is  composed  of  liberal  minded  men,  who  are 
determined  to  push  the  matter  of  education  ahead  in  our 
county. 

We  have  tried  this  year  the  Graduates  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  and  find  that  they  are  well  up  to  their  work,  sur- 
passing those  who  have  never  been  taught  to  teach,  in  the 
way  of  keeping  order,  economizing  time  and  bringing  in- 
struction down  to  the  comprehension  of  children.  We  have 
given  to  three  young  ladies  fresh  from  your  instruction,  the 
charge  of  the  Female  School  at  Annapolis,  which  we  expect 
to  make  the  Model  School  for  the  county.  I  invite  every 
teacher  from  the  county  to  make  a  visit  to  this  school,  for 


41 


the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  adopt  through  these  means, 
your  mode  of  imparting  knowledge.  The  State  has  certainly 
done  well  in  organizing  such  an  institution,  and  I  would 
humbly  recommend  to  every  young  man  or  woman  who  ex- 
pects to  make  teaching  a  profession,  to  take  a  course  or  part 
of  a  course  at  least  within  its  walls. 

I  have  endeavored  to  arouse  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  our 
schools,  and  in  my  late  visits  though  the  county,  I  have 
observed  a  very  marked  improvement,  resulting  as  I  suppose 
from  the  fact  that  all  are  struggling  for  the  prize  which  has 
been  offered  to  the  best  scholar,  male  and  female,  in  our 
county,  viz  :  a  scholarship  free  of  all  expense  in  St.  John's 
College  to  the  best  male,  and  a  similar  scholarship  in  some 
Female  College  to  the  best  female. 

There  is  one  drawback  which  is  certainly  in  the  way  of 
our  progress,  resulting  from  the  modification  of  the  School 
Law.  Under  the  previous  system,  the  Commissioners  con- 
sidered supervision  their  duty,  and  it  was  strictly  attended 
to,  but  now  they  think  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  Trus- 
tees, who  I  am  sorry  to  say,  for  the  most  part,  do  not  mani- 
fest a  great  degree  of  interest.  They  are  not  paid,  and  all 
experience  teaches  us  that  men  will  not,  as  a  general  thing, 
sacrifice  personal  matters  for  the  public  good,  without  com- 
pensation. 

The  duties  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  combined  with  those 
of  Examiner  of  Teachers,  Visitor  of  Schools  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  Text  Books,  render  it  impossible  for  the  Examiner  to 
make  more  than  the  annual  visit  to  the  schools,  so  that  su- 
pervision under  the  present  Law  amounts  to  but  little.  I 
trust  that  the  next  Legislature  will  make  some  important 
amendments  which  you  from  your  great  experience  will  be 
able  to  suggest. 

The  Trustees  have  been  appointed  by  the  Board  except  in 
fifteen  districts  in  which  they  were  chosen  by  the  people. 

We  held,  as  you  are  aware,  an  Institute  of  a  few  days  du- 
ration last  winter,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  it  had  a  salutary 
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effect  upon  the  teachers,  who  attended  very  generally,  and 
we  are  anxious  to  hold  another,  but  await  your  convenience, 
for  we  are  well  aware  that  no  human  being  can  be  ubiqui- 
tous. I  believe  that  these  Institutes  are  more  promotive  of 
energy  than  any  other  means.  They  wake  up  the  teachers 
who  have  been  asleep  for  years.  I  do  not  carelessly  say  this, 
because  I  have  been  told  the  same  by  teachers  themselves. 
Associations  have  been  formed  in  this,  (  2nd  Election  Dis- 
trict,) and  perhaps  in  some  others,  and  I  am  urging  their 
organization  in  every  district  of  the  county. 

Nearly  all  our  houses  are  in  good  condition,  and  without 
complimenting  the  Board,  I  believe  that  when  they  get  out 
of  their  pecuniary  embarrassment,  our  county  will  not  be 
second  to  any  in  the  State.  New  houses  are  constantly  go- 
ing up,  and  good  furniture  of  an  approved  pattern  taking  the 
place  of  the  antiquated  seats  which  have  been  placed  in  them 
by  our  grandfathers.  Blackboards  are  in  general  use  which 
previous  to  the  system  of  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen  were  scarcely  to 
be  seen  in  a  school  room,  and  the  map  of  our  State  presented 
by  the  munificence  of  our  Legislators  is  decorating  the  walls 
of  every  school  house,  making  pupils  acquainted  with  the 
geography  of  their  own  State,  a  knowledge  of  which  they 
should  by  all  means  possess. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  our  new  Board,  fifteen  days  have 
been  spent  in  session.  The  Commissioners  have  been  very 
punctual  in  their  attendance. 

Teachers  holding  a  first  grade  certificate  are  paid  $450  per 
annum,  those  of  the  second  grade  $400.  An  exception  is 
made  in  the  schools  of  Annapolis,  the  principal  receiving 
$600,  and  the  assistants  $500  each. 

McGuffey's  Readers  and  Spellers,  Fewsmith's  Grammars, 
Brooks'  Arithmetics  and  Cornell's  Geography  have  been  in- 
troduced. Sixty  copies  of  the  State  School  Journal  have 
been  subscribed  for,  and  due  notice  given  to  you  at  the  time ; 
our  Board  determined  to  put  a  copy  into  the  hands  of  each 
teacher. 
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The  Academies  and  Private  Schools  are  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  reported  last  year,  and  St.  John's  College  has  been 
re-opened  under  the  administration  of  Dr.  Welling,  with 
largely  increased  numbers.  I  understand  that  the  Society  of 
Alumni  will  be  called  together  during  the  year,  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  all,  the  old  institution  will  move  onward 
to  her  high  destiny.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  sons  of 
Maryland  should  leave  her  borders  to  seek  an  education  which 
ought  to  be  provided  at  home. 

WM.  H.  THOMPSON, 

Examiner,  &  .    ror  A.  A.  Co. 
c 
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ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 

No.  of  School  Houses 51,  all  frame.   Usual  size  of  School  lot  1  acre. 

"    "  Lots  feuced 8,  unfenced 43 

"     "  Houses  having  out-buildings 15 

"    "      "  "      no  out-buildings 36 

"    "      "  "      good  furniture 39 

<<    '<      «<  «      bad  "         12 

Average  amount  of  black  board  surface  24  square  feet  to  each  school. 

No.  of  Wall  Maps 87 

"    "  different  Teachers 42 

"    "         "        Scholars — returns  incomplete. 

Fall  Winter         Spring     Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term.         Term. 

No.  of  Scholars  on  roll 1,483         1,581         1,652         1,598 

Average  attendance 890  699  852  868 

Average  No.  studying  Spelling,  1,612  ;  Reading,  1,446  ;  Writing,  1,173  ;  Arith- 
metic, 1,117;  Geography,  856 ;  Grammar,  521 ;  History,  430;  Book-Keeping, 
4;  Algebra,  43;  Philosophy,  103;  Etymology,  11;  Latin,  18;  English  Com- 
position, 34  ;    Physiology,  16. 

Amount  paid  for  Teachers'  salaries $15,506  01 

"  "       "    Repairs  of  school-houses 786  39 

"  "       "   Incidental  expenses 1,058  63 

"  "       "    Books  and  stationery 838  11 

"  "       "   New  buildings 1,050  00 

$19,239  14 
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ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State   School   Tax   for    1867 

and  1868 $15,604  86 

County  School  Tax  for  years 

in  arrears 5,555  91 

State  Free  School  Fund 2,264  09 

State    Donations    to    Acade- 
mies          800  00 

Teachers'  Certificates 5  00 

Book  Fees 876  31 

Cash  borrowed 11,383  86 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  1st,  '67...      1,166  15 


Total. 


?,656  18 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries $21, lis  76 

Incidental  expense  of  Schools,  1,418  2<> 

Books  and  Stationery 84  77 

Building,  Repairing  and  Fur- 
nishing School  Houses 1,775  94 

High  Schools  or  Academies...  800  Oo 

Interest 246  14 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner,  and  Sec- 
retary to  Old  Board 596  r.  T 

Per    Diem    and    Mileage    of 

School  Commissioners 7l:»  00 

Office  Expenses  and  Account 

Books lit;  Ofl 

Cash  paid  on  Loan 9,883  86 

President  of  Old  Board 708  ::.; 

Legal  Fees  of  Old  Board 50  00 

Printing  Treasu's  Report,  &c.  27)  75 

0.  Miller,  judgment,  Ettinger 

vs.  Miller 58  00 

T.  J.  Richardson,  Adm'r  Dr. 

Anspach 25  00 

Balance 29  86 

Total $37,656  18 
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ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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BALTIMOKE  COUNTY 


GEORGE  H.  CARMAN,  President.     Dr.  SAMUEL  KEPLER,  Secretary. 


Under  the  Act  of  1865,  this  county  was  divided  into  eight 
School  Commissioner  Districts.  By  the  Act  of  1868,  each 
Election  District  forms  a  School  Commissioner  District,  and 
we  now  have  thirteen  instead  of  eight  School  Commissioner 
Districts. 

The  last  (the  summer)  term  of  the  schools  commenced  on 
the  16th  day  of  April,  1868.  The  present  School  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  on  the  15th  of  April,  hut  the  Board 
was  not  fully  organized  for  several  weeks  after  their  appoint- 
ment. More  than  three-fourths  of  the  scholastic  year  had 
expired  before  the  present  Board  entered  upon  its  adminis- 
tration ;  and  the  schools,  for  the  last  term,  were  continued 
(as  they  commenced)  under  the  old  system.  The  statistical 
portion  of  this  report  is  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  old  sys- 
tem, and  for  eight  School  Commissioner  Districts  instead  of 
thirteen  Election  or  School  Commissioner  Districts. 

There  were  104  schools  in  operation  during  the  year,  in 
which  104  principal  teachers,  and  38  assistants  were  em- 
ployed. Of  the  principals  49  were  males,  and  55  females. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  assistants  were  females. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year 
was  5,300,  viz :  males  2,994,  females  2,306.  There  were 
8,521  different  pupils  that  attended  the  schools  at  various 
periods  during  the  year.  The  largest  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance  at  any  one  time  was  5,588,  which  was  during  tha 
winter  term. 

The  annual  amount  paid  teachers  was  $56,110.64,  as  fol- 
lows :  to  104  principal  teachers  $47,437.50,  to  38  assistants 
$8,673.14,  which  was  an  average  of  $456.13  for  each  princi- 
pal, and  $228.24  for  each  assistant. 
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In  building,  repairing  and  furnishing  school  houses 
$4,892.07  were  expended. 

The  total  cost  of  the  system  for  the  fiscal  year  was 
§79,847.74.  The  cost  of  the  schools  proper,  including  books 
and  stationery,  for  the  scholastic  year  was  $08,661,13,  which 
is  an  average  of  $661. 79  for  each  school,  including  books  and 
stationery,  and  $591.44,  not  including  the  cost  of  books  and 
stationery. 

The  average  cost  of  each  pupil  attending  school  the  whole 
year,  including  books  and  stationery  was  $12.95,  and  the 
average  cost  not  including  books  and  stationery  was  $11.60. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  system  is  gratifying  and  en- 
couraging. 

The  receipts,  from  all  sources,  during  the  fiscal  year,  were 
$106,801.20,  and  the  disbursements,  for  all  purposes,  during 
the  same  period,  were  $101,548.40.  The  liabilities  incurred 
during  the  year  have  all  been  met,  and  $21,700.66  being  the 
amount  of  an  old  indebtedness  for  loans,  &c,  have  been  paid. 
The  end  of  the  fiscal  year  finds  us  entirely  out  of  debt,  and 
with  a  balance  of  $5,252.80  on  hand.  The  balance  on  hand 
and  such  amounts  as  will  be  due  from  the  State  and  county 
prior  to  the  15th  November  next,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  Fall  Term.  If  the  funds  for  the  support  of 
the  schools  are  collected  and1  received  regularly  as  they  be- 
come due,  we  will  be  able  hereafter  to  meet  all  our  liabili- 
ties promptly  at  the  end  of  each  term,  without  borrowing  any 
money  even  temporarily  for  that  purpose. 

The  location  and  improvement  of  school  houses  are  sub- 
jects which  have  engaged  the  earnest  attention  of  the  respec- 
tive Boards  of  School  Commissioners  ever  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  system  of  Free  Public  Schools  in  this  county. — 
The  houses  as  a  general  rule  are  well  and  conveniently 
located.  A  large  number  of  them  have  been  built  and 
furnished  since  the  commencement  of  the  system. 

In  some  instances  good  houses  and  lots  have  been  donated. 
Some  new  houses  are  still  needed.  Two  are  now  under  con- 
tract, and  will  soon  be  finished.  Others  will  be  commenced 
during  the  coming  Spring.     The  property  owned  for  Public 
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School  purposes  in  this  county  is  estimated  at  $47,920.60, 
and  this  is  a  low  estimate. 

The  system  of  Free  Public  Schools  has  proved  a  success  in 
Baltimore  county,  and  we  propose  briefly  to  refer  to  some 
facts  in  its  history,  and  by  figures  to  illustrate  its  progress, 
and  some  of  the  many  advantages  derived  from  it  by  the 
youth  of  this  community.  The  system  went  into  operation 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1849,  and  this  is  the  19th 
Annual  Eeport  of  its  operations,  &c,  which  has  been  made 
to  the  several  different  departments  during  that  period  as 
authorized  and  required  by  law. 

During  the  year  1849,  there  was  an  average  of  60  schools 
in  operation.  The  average  attendance  of  pupils  during  the 
whole  year  was  1,858.  The  total  amount  expended  for 
school  purposes,  including  some  expenses  for  repairs  of  school 
houses,  was  $22,449.38.  The  average  cost  of  each  school 
was  $377.48,  including  the  cost  for  books  and  stationery. 
The  average  cost  of  each  pupil  in  attendance  during  the  year, 
including  books,  &c,  was  $12.08.  The  average  amount 
paid  each  principal  teacher  was  about  $250  per  annum. 

In  1858  there  were  97  schools  established,  the  average 
number  kept  in  operation  during  the  year  being  95.  Of  the 
95  principal  teachers  employed,  74  were  males,  and  21 
females.  Of  the  10  assistants,  nearly  all  were  females.  The 
average  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  3,652, 
2,118  males,  and  1,534  females. 

The  amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  was  $28,993.94,  as 
follows  :  Principal  teachers  $27,876.44,  assistants  $1,117.50. 
The  average  amount  paid  each  principal  was  $293.43,  and  to 
each  assistant  $111.75. 

The  total  cost  of  the  system  for  1858,  was  $36,562.55.— 
The  cost  of  the  schools  proper,  including  the  cost  of  books 
and  stationery,  was  $35,116.76,  which  is  an  average  of 
$369.63  for  each  school  during  the  whole  year.  The  average 
cost  of  each  pupil  attending  school  the  whole  year,  including 
books  and  stationery,  was  $10.01. 

By  a  comparison  of  the  operatious  of  the  system,  and  the 
results  of  the  years  1849,  1858,  and  1868,  it  will  be  observed 
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that  the  number  of  schools,  the  number  of  teachers,  and  the 
number  of  pupils,  have  increased  each  succeeding  year  ;  that 
a  large  amount  has  been  expended  in  the  erection,  purchas- 
ing, repairing  and  furnishing  of  school-houses  ;  that  the  sal- 
aries of  teachers  have  been  considerably  increased  ;  and  that 
the  increase  in  the  aggregate  amount  expended  for  school 
purposes  each  year  has  been  in  keeping  and  commensurate 
with  the  importance  of  the  great  and  laudable  object  in  view. 

The  number  of  schools  increased  from  60  in  the  year  1849 
to  97  in  the  year  1858,  and  from  97  in  1858  to  104  in  1868. 
The  number  of  principal  teachers  increased  in  the  same 
ratio,  and  the  assistants  from  10  in  1858  to  38  in  1868.  The 
increase  in  the  average  number  of  pupils  that  attended  school 
during  the  whole  year  was  from  1,858  pupils  in  1849  to  3,652 
pupils  in  1858,  and  from  3,652  pupils  in  1858  to  5,300  pupils 
in  1868.  This  shows  a  gain  of  1,796  from  1849  to  1858,  and 
that  the  number  that  attended  school  in  1858  was  nearly 
double  the  number  that  attended  the  first  named  year.  It 
also  exhibits  a  gain  of  1,638  pupils  from  1858  to  1868,  and 
shows  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  1868  was 
nearly  three  times  as  great  as  in  1849. 

The  aggregate  amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  was  in- 
creased from  about  $15,000  in  1849  to  $28,993.94  in  1858, 
and  from  $28,993.94  in  1858  to  $56,110.64  in  1868. 

The  average  increase  of  each  principal  teacher's  salary 
was  from  about  $250  in  1849  to  $293.43  in  1858,  and  from 
$293.43  in  1858  to  $456.13  in  1868,  and  of  each  Assistant 
from  $111.75  in  1858  to  $228.24  in  1868. 

This  shows  an  increase  of  seventeen  per  cent,  in  the  salary 
of  each  principal  from  1849  to  1858,  and  of  fifty-five  per  cent, 
from  1858  to  1868,  and  of  one  hundred  and  four  per  cent,  in 
each  assistant's  salary  from  1858  to  1868.  The  increase  in 
the  aggregate  amount  expended  for  educational  purposes  was 
from  $22,449.38  in  1849  to  $36,562.55  in  1858,  and  from 
$36,562.55  in  1858  to  $79,847.74  in  1868  ;  showing  that  the 
amount  expended  in  1858  was  $14,113.17  more  than  in  1849, 
and  in  1868  $43,285.19  more  than  in  1858.  Thus  the 
amount  expended  in  1868  was  more  than  double  the  amount 
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expended  in  1858,  and  more  than  three  and  a  half  times  as 
much  as  in  1849. 

For  a  full  and  more  detailed  account  of  the  operation  of 
the  system,  and  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  scholastic  year  in  this  county  commences  September 
1st,  and  ends  June  30th,  the  months  of  July  and  August 
being  vacation.  The  year  is  divided  into  four  terms,  as 
follows: 

The  Fall  Term  commences  September  1st,  and  ends  November  15th. 
"    Winter    "  "         November  16th,  "      "     January  31st. 

"    Spring    "  "         February  1st,       "      "     April  15th. 

"    Summer"  "         April  15th,  "      "     June  30th. 

The  present  Board  has  adopted  a  schedule  of  salaries  for 
teachers  which  will  increase  the  annual  aggregate  amount 
paid  to  them.  The  maximum  salary  for  teachers  holding 
first  grade  certificate  is  $600,  and  the  minimum  $400.  There 
is  $10  per  term  difference  between  the  teachers  who  hold  a 
first,  and  those  who  hold  a  second  grade  certificate.  The 
average  salaries  of  the  principal  teachers  for  the  ensuing 
year  will  be  about  $490,  and  of  assistants  about  $265. 

Notwithstanding  the  attention  that  has  been  given  to  the 
subject  of  school-houses  and  their  location,  and  the  large 
amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended  upon  them,  the  subject 
still  continues  to  be  one  of  the  vexed  and  important  questions 
in  the  administration  of  the  system.  In  some  instances  there 
is  ample  cause  for  the  demand  for  new  houses,  and  the  im- 
provement of  old  ones  ;  and  no  doubt  there  are  a  few  instances 
where  new  or  additional  schools  would  be  a  public  benefit  and 
convenience,  from  the  fact  that  some  neighborhoods  which 
have  heretofore  been  sparsely  populated  may  not  have  been 
accommodated,  and  some  few  schools  may  have  been  improp- 
erly located.  But  it  is  not  these  cases  that  produce  the 
most  difficulty.  The  trouble  arises  from  the  fact,  that  as  the 
system  grows  and  becomes  prosperous,  the  idea  is  culti- 
vated that  it  is  necessary  to  have  schools  more  and  still  more 
convenient ;  and  what  was  recognized  and  admitted  to  have 
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been  a  reasonable  and  proper  distance  for  a  child  to  travel  to 
school  a  few  years  ago,  is  now  fast  becoming  an  unreasonable 
distance. 

There  should  be  a  school  within  a  proper  and  moderate 
distance  of  every  child  in  the  county  ;  but  it  is  not  advisable 
nor  advantageous  to  have  more  schools  than  are  actually 
necessary. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  in  the  large  schools  are  higher 
than  those  in  the  small  ones  ;  hence  the  large  schools  will  at 
all  times  command  the  highest  grade  and  best  teachers,  and 
the  expense  and  cost  per  pupil  in  the  large  is  less  than  in  the 
small  schools. 

The  people  of  this  county,  owing  to  their  proximity  to 
and  facilities  for  reaching  the  city  of  Baltimore  with  its 
numerous  schools,  and  also  to  the  large  number  of  first  class 
private  schools  in  the  county,  at  all  of  which  children  can  be 
educated  at  comparatively  low  rates,  are  afforded  great  oppor- 
tunities, and  are  afforded  many  inducements  to  educate  their 
children  in  private  schools  ;  and  a  large  number  avail  them- 
selves of  these  advantages.  Still  it  is  apparent  that  the 
Public  Schools  are  relied  upon  for  the  education  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  youth  of  our  county,  and  upon  the  liberal  en- 
couragement and  efficient  management  of  the  Free  Public 
School  system  depend  the  future  literary  attainments  of  that 
class  of  our  people  who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  every 
community,  and  upon  whose  intelligence  and  sound  judg- 
ment depend  the  prosperity  of  our  common  Government  and 
our  future  happiness  as  a  people. 

GEO.  H.  CARMAN,  President. 
October  1st,  1868. 
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BALTIMORE  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  School  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 

Number  of  months  Schools  were  open 10 

Number  of  Schools 104 

Number  of  Teachers 142 

Number  of  different  Pupils 8,521 

Average  number  in  attendance  not  reported. 

Fall        Winter       Spring    Summer 
Term.        Term.         Term.       Term. 

Number  of  Pupils  on  Roll 5,338       5,588       5,119       4,893 

Average  number  in  attendance  each  Term  not  reported. 

Average  number  of  Pupils  studying  Spelling,  5,135;   Reading,  4,774;  Writing, 

4,111;  Arithmetic,  3,752;   Geography,  2,333;   Grammar,  1,368;   History,  1,068; 

Book-keeping,  102;   Algebra,  52;  Philosophy,  1*73;    Composition,  46. 

Number  of  Public  School-houses  104,  of  which  there  are  built  of  Brick  10,  Stone 
12,  Log  22,  Frame  60. 

Number  of  Houses  in  good  condition 64 

"  "  bad  "        24 

"  ordinary  "         16 

''■  "        well  furnished 65 

"       '  "         badly      "        39 

"  "         provided  with  maps  or  globes 28 

Total  amount  paid  for  Teachers'  salaries $56,110  64 

"  "  "      "    Incidental  expenses 4,953  71 

"  "  "      "    Building  and  repairs 4,892  07 

Estimated  value  of  School-houses $47,920  60 

"  "     "  School-books  distributed 7,325  78 

[The  Statistics  of  each  separate  School  as  regards  the  number  of  Pupils  enrolled 
and  the  number  in  actual  attendance;  and  the  Statistics  of  each  separate  School- 
house,  as  regards  size,  outbuildings,  furniture,  &c,  have  not  been  furnished  by 
the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Baltimore  county.     N.] 
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BALTIMORE  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


i;alanceonhandJuly31,'67,  $389  12 

State  School  tax  for  1865, 

'06,  '67  and  '68 31,948  50 

County  School  Tax  for  1865, 

'66,  '67,  and  '08 41,234  17 

State  Free  School  Fund 3.356  42 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  Cir- 
cuit Court 300  00 

State  Donations 1,200  00 

Interest  on  Iuvestm'ts  (Bank 

Stock) 647  08 

Teachers'  Certificates 22  00 

From  Book  Fees 12,720  25 

( -orrection  of  error  in  distri- 
bution Free  School  Fund,  8,463  38 

.Sale  128  shares  Bank  Stock,  5,792  00 

Sale  of  Union  Academy,  1st 

district 619  95 

Fire  Insurance  Company....  60  00 

Sale  of  old  furniture 46  76 

Surplus  in  Bank 91 

$106,801  20 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $50,110  64 

Incid'l  expenses  of  Schools..  5,224  71 

Books  and  Stationery 7,325  78 

Building  School-Houses 3,020  20 

Repairing     "           "      1,053  32 

Furnishing  "            "       818  55 

Interest 520  21 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner 1,423  34 

Per  diem  of  School  Com- 
missioners   1,146  78 

Oflice  exp's,  account  books, 

printing  and  rents 1,735  80 

Insurance 97  7S 

Donation  to  Teachers'  Li- 
brary Association,  Teach- 
ers' Institute,   Attorney's 

fees,  &c 1,370  63 

Indebtedness  paid 21,700  66 

Balance  in  treasury 5,252  80 


$106,801  20 
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BALTIMORE  COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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BALTIMORE   COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  brauch,for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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CALVERT  COUNTY. 

No  Report. 


CAROLINE   COUNTY. 


JAMES  E.  DOUGLASS,  President.     Rev.  Dr.  GEO.  BEAVEN,  Secretary,  <jr. 


The  present  Board  qualified  according  to  law  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment,  and  appointed  the  Rev.  Geo.  Beaven, 
of  Hillsborough,  Secretary,  &c,  who  has  proved  a  most 
acceptable  and  efficient  officer. 

By  him,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  all  the  teachers 
employed  in  our  schools  have  been  examined ;  excepting 
those  holding  Normal  School  certificates. 

Our  schools  are  all  in  operation,  and  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  we  believe  they  will  compare  favorably  with  the 
schools  of  any  county  in  the  State. 

Instead  of  a  Central  County  High  School  we  have  four 
graded  schools  (as  organized  by  our  predecessors ;)  so  far 
they  have  proved  more  acceptable  to  our  people  than  a  Cen- 
tral High  School.  In  these  schools  are  taught  most  if  not 
all  of  the  higher  branches,  including  the  languages.  These 
schools  are  located  at  Greensborough,  Denton,  Preston  and 
Federalsburg,  respectively.  The  une  at  Federalsburg  is  a 
joint  school  with  Dorchester  county.  Pupils  of  the  Commis- 
sioner District  where  said  schools  are  located  who  can  pass 
the  required  examination  are  admitted  without  charge  ;  they 
are  well  attended  and  receive  an  equal  share  of  the  academic 
fund. 
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During  the  last  scholastic  year  the  schools  were  kept  opem 
three  terms  and  a  half,  and  were  closed  in  the  middle  of  the 
summer  term  for  want  of  funds.  They  will  be  kept  open 
during  the  whole  of  the  present  scholastic  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  I  hope  to  make  you  a  more  satisfactory  report. 

Very  respectfully  > 

JAMES  E.  DOUGLASS. 


The  undersigned  would  remark  that  in  his  visits  to  the 
schools  of  the  county  he  found  most  of  the  houses  which  he 
saw  in  an  old,  dilapidated  condition,  painfully  unfit  for  occu- 
pancy and  use  by  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  Commissioners  hope  that  the  time  is  not  very  distant 
when  they  will  have  the  means  to  give  them  the  repairing 
they  are  so  much  in  need  of;  or  build  houses  better  fitted  for 
the  work  of  the  school-room,  and  for  the  education  of  the 
tastes  and  manners  of  the  pupils. 

The  teachers  find  it  difficult  to  induce  some  parents  to 
procure  the  necessary  text-books,*  and  hence  their  inability 
to  manage  their  schools  as  successfully  as  they  otherwise 
could  and  desire  to  do. 

Whilst  there  is  reason  to  regret  the  want  in  our  midst  of 
much  interest  in  the  cause  of  public  education,  and  the  indif- 
ference of  too  many  parents,  and  of  others  having  the  care  of 
the  young,  to  give  them  the  advantages  of  the  system  of  edu- 
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eation  and  instruction  the  State  has  provided,  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  the  subject  is  being  regarded  more  and  more 
with  favor  as  years  roll  round. 

GEO.  F.  BEAVEN,  Secretory,  die. 


'Tht  law   requires   thr  Cu'Jiitv  IJoardn   >u  tarnish   (Vie   books,  io   order  to  avoid   tlus   re  v 
iffficulty.  V. 
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CAROLINE  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 


Total  No.  of  Schools  38,  average  No.  of  Schools  36. 

Fall  Winter        Spring     Bummer 

Term.  Term.  Term.         Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll , 772  1,676         1,668        1,30!* 

Total  expenses  of  Schools $9,275  07 

Receiptsfrom  Books 208  56 


FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  Che  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1868 $3,169  95 

Interest  on  Investments 335  52 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teacher's  Salaries $3,284  46 

Incidental  Expenses  of  Schools         25  52 

Salary  of  Secretary,  &c 100  00 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners           81  00 

Balance  on  hand 


14  49 


Total $3,505  47| 


Total $3,505  47 


This  Report  embraces  only  the  time  I  have  been  in  office,  viz:  from  May  26th  to 
September  30th,  1868. 

GEORGE  F.  BEAVEN,  Treasurer. 
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CARROLL  COUNTY 


J.  K.  LONGWELL,  President.        J.  M.  NEWSON,  Secretary,  Sc. 


As  appears  in  the  Journal  of  the  Carroll  County  School 
Commissioners,  the  following  is  the  record  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Treasury  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  when  the 
present  Board  of  Commissioners  took  possession  of  the  office : 


A  Financial  Statement  of  School  Fund  of  Carroll  County,  showing  the  Receipts  and 
Disbursements  from  October  1st,  1867.  to  January   1st,  1868. 

Amount  of  Judgments  and  Notes $37,402  05 

"         W.  S.  Bonds •. 14,000  00 

"        N.  C.  R.  R.  Bonds 1,000  00 

'«         W.  M.  R.  R.  Bonds 12,500  00 

"         County  Certificate 1,000  00 

"         Stock  in  Farmers'  Bank  of  Maryland 7, 150  00 

"        Tanevtown  Ground  Rents 800  00 


$73,852  05 
Amount  of  Interests  and  Costs  due  on  Judgments  and  Notes...  $1,111  98 

Amount  of  Principal  received $1,450  00 

"  State  tax         "       -4,624  64 

"  Interests  and  Costs  received 329  43 

"  Balance  in  Bank,  October  1,  1867 10,554  73 


$16,958  80 


By  amount  paid  for  the  use  of  Schools $3,793  62 

"  part  of  Treasurer's  salary 200  00 

"  Harman  &  Co.,  for  School  Desks 308  00 

"  Shorb,  Liester  &  Co,,  for  Desk  Irons 26100 

"  J.  E.  Pearson,  Jr.,  Legal  Fees,  renewval 

of  Judgments 165  00 

,(  J.  H.  Chri3t,  lor  Stationery,  &c 16  84 

"  A.J.  Wilhelm,  School-house  repairs 91  14 

"  Joshua  Yingling,  for  Stationery 6  79" 

"  Exchange  on  Annapolis 6  00 

Balance  in  Bank.  January  1.  1868 , 12.110  41 

$16,958  80 
WM.  A.  W AMPLER,  Secretary,  Sfc 
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A  Financial  Statement  of  the  School  Fund  of  Carroll  County,  showing  the  Receipt* 
and  Disbursemants  from  January  1,  1868,  to  April  1,  1868,  inclusive. 

Amount  of  Judgments,  Notes,  &c $36,102  05 

"  W.  S.  Bonds 14,000  00 

"  N.  C.  R.  R.  Bonds 1,000  00 

11  one  County  Certificate 1,000  00 

"  Western  Maryland  Railroad  Bonds 12,500  00 

"  Stock  in  Farmers'  Bank  of  Maryland 7,150  00 

"  Taneytown  Ground  Rents 800  00 

$72,552  05 
Amount  of  Interest  and  Costs  due  on  Judgments,  Notes,  &c...  $2,533  74 

To  amount  of  Principal  received 1,300,00 

'«            State  tax 3,795  07 

"            Interest  and  Costs 1,304  37 

"            Tuition  for  scholars  over  age 17  83 

"            Balance  of  cash  in  Bank,  January  1,  1868 12,110  41 


$18,527  68 


By  amount  paid  for  use  of  Schools $13,960  27 

Building  School-houses 2,054  16 

Manufacture  of  School  desks 56150 

Text  Books  and  Freight 1,125  80 

Printing 58  50 

County  Clerk's  fees 63  85 

Exchange  on  Annapolis 5  00 

Insurance  on  School-houses 4  00 

Of  Balance  of  Cash  in  Bank,  April  1,  1868 694  60 


$18,527  68 
WM.  A.  WAMPLER,  Treasurer,  §c. 

The  late  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  had  the 
county  divided  into  seven  districts  ;  and  the  schools  were 
numbered  from  1  to  100,  embracing  the  whole  county  with- 
out reference  to  Commissioner  Districts.  These  numbers  of 
Commissioner  and  School  Districts  have  been  changed  to  con- 
form to  the  present  law  ;  so  that  now  the  schools  are  respec- 
tively designated  and  constituted  School  Districts  No.  1,  2, 
3,  &c,  of  each  Election  District,  as  the  law  directs.  This 
change  in  the  numbers  renders  it  difficult  to  make,  from  the 
tabular  statements  in  this  office  under  the  late  Board,  an 
intelligible  exhibit  of  the  schools  according  to  the  form  now 
required  ;  and,  therefore,  I  content  myself  with  giving  the 
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above  ''Financial  Statement,"  and  the  accompanying  tabu- 
lar report  of  the  daily  attendance  of  pupils  as  they  appear  on 
record  in  this  office  up  to  April,  1868.  As  neither  the  name 
of  the  school  nor  of  the  teacher  is  given  in  the  tables  left 
by  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners,  the  old  numbers  to 
correspond  to  the  new  made  according  to  the  present  law, 
cannot,  in  many  cases,  be  easily  ascertained  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  confine  this  report,  at  present,  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  late  School  Commissioners,  who,  as 
appears  in  the  minutes,  closed  their  labors  in  this  depart- 
ment on  the  13th  of  April  last ;  though  they  made  an  ap- 
pointment to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

The  tables  from  which  the  numbers  of  the  schools,  and  the 
daily  attendance  of  the  pupils  are  extracted,  contain  nothing 
else  than  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  respective 
schools  ;  the  aggregate  amount  of  which,  is,  [  have  no  doubt, 
correctly  given  in  the  above  "Financial  Statement,"  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Secretary  Wampler  a  few  days  before  he  sur- 
rendered the  office  to  the  present  Board. 

From  this  brief  exhibit,  you  will  be  able  to  extract  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Public  School  Board  of  Carroll 
County  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  the  time  when  the  present 
Board  of  Commissioners  took  possession  of  the  office  ;  and,  as 
the  schools  in  this  county  were  not  again  opened  until  the 
1st  of  September,  I  propose  that  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
present  school  year,  which  will  close  on  the  1st  of  September 
next,  (1869,)  shall  embrace  all  the  Public  School  statistics 
of  Carroll  County,  from  April  27th,  1868,  to  September  1st, 
1869. 

From  the  27th  of  April,  to  the  1st  of  September,  1868, 
there  was,  it  is  true,  a  considerable  amount  of  business  trans- 
acted ;  but  it  consisted,  chiefly,  of  preparations,  building 
and  repairing  school-houses,  re-districting,  &c,  all  to  ac- 
commodate the  school  year  commencing  September  1st,  1868, 
many  of  the  accounts  of  which  are  not  yet  settled  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  do  not  see  how  these  transactions,  having  a  pros- 
pective reference  to  this  year,  and  no  connection  with  last 
year,  under  a  different  law,  can  be  properly  separated  from 
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the  school  year  now  in  progress.  For  this  reason,  I  propose 
to  embrace  all  the  transactions  of  this  Board  in  the  first  An- 
nual Eeport  of  the  first  school  year  under  the  present  law, 
which  will  close  on  the  1st  of  September,  1869,  the  schools 
in  Carroll  having  been  opened  under  the  new  law  on  the  1st 
of  September,  1868. 

Making  due  allowance  for  an  occasional  slight  conflict  of 
opinion  and  interest  resulting  from  the  unadvoidable  changes 
made  in  numbers,  text-books,  &c,  and  necessary  re-dis- 
tricting in  a  few  instances,  the  operations  of  the  schools,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn,  are  affording  general  satisfaction,  and  be- 
coming popular  with  nearly  all  classes  ;  and  when  provision 
shall  be  made  to  increase  the  funds  to  an  amount  sufficient 
to  keep  the  schools  open  for  the  whole  time  required  by  law, 
the  object  contemplated  by  the  passage  of  the  law  will  be 
near  its  attainment. 

No  additional  tax  has  yet  been  levied  in  Carroll  for  school 
purposes  under  the  present  law  ;  but  the  building  and  repair- 
ing of  school-houses,  the  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of 
the  schools,  &c,  will  render  a  considerable  increase  of  tax 
necessary  ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  people  of  Carroll  will 
cheerfully  submit  to  taxation  sufficient  to  perfect  this  ad- 
mirable school  system,  if  the  expenditure  be  economically 
administered. 

To  add  to  the  comfort  of  pupils  and  render  the  schools  at- 
tractive, the  present  Board  determined  on  the  erection  of 
good  and  substantial  school-houses  wherever  they  were  re- 
quired. To  accomplish  this  object,  propositions  to  aid  the 
people  to  build  were  made  and  accepted  in  many  districts 
destitute  of  good  houses  ;  and  thus  a  number  of  new  and  com- 
fortable houses  have  taken  the  places  of  old  and  dilapidated 
structures.  The  means  to  do  this,  were  furnished,  in  part 
by  the  Board,  out  of  the  permanent  fund  belonging  to  the 
county,  and  the  balance  by  the  people  of  the  several  school 
districts  thus  aided.  This  mode  was  thought  to  be  equitable, 
because  the  people  of  some  other  districts  had  already  erected 
school-houses  by  their  own  unaided  efforts. 
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Patent  desks  are  being  placed  in  the  school-houses  in  large 
numbers  ;  and  the  houses  have  been,  generally,  thoroughly 
repaired  and  rendered  comfortable.  While  the  present 
School  Commissioners  are  liberal  in  their  expenditures  for 
school-houses  and  other  matters  of  permanent  value,  they 
seldom  lose  sight  of  the  closest  economy  in  details ;  and  thus 
far  they  have  succeeded  in  making  small  means  accomplish  a 
great  deal. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  books  in  this  office  there  were 
on  record  the  names  of  19  teachers  of  the  first  and  88  of 
the  second  grade;  and  now  there  are  31  of  the  first,  and 
77  of  the  second.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  the 
standard  of  qualification  is  much  too  low  ;  but  a  re-exami- 
nation and  the  issue  of  certificates  on  the  forms  prescribed 
by  the  present  law,  are  contemplated  during  the  present 
year,  whereat  an  effort  will  be  made  to  raise  the  standard  of 
qualification.  I  send  you  a  circular  issued  to  the  teachers 
in  October.  By  this  and  other  means,  the  attention  of  the 
teachers  is  being  awakened  ;  and  they  are  becoming  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  education.  A  "Teachers'  Association" 
for  the  county  has  been  organized  ;  and  auxiliaries  have 
been  formed  in  several  of  the  election  districts  ;  and  it  is  in- 
tended to  continue  the  organization  of  the  auxiliary  associa- 
tions until  there  shall  be  one,  at  least,  in  each  election 
district. 

The  tabular  statements  forwarded  with  this  report  con- 
taining the  figures  denoting  the  number  of  each  school,  the 
number  of  commissioner  districts,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance of  pupils  is  imperfect,  because  the  tables  do  not  contain 
the  names  of  the  teachers,  the  number  of  the  election  dis- 
tricts as  they  now  stand,  and  the  other  items  contemplated 
in  the  report  under  the  present  law.  All  these  will  be  given 
in  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  present  Board  of  School 
Commissioners,  which  will  be  brought  up  to  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1869. 

J.  M.  NEWSON, 

Secretary,  &c,  Board  School  Commissioners. 
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CHARLES   COUNTY 


THOMAS  A.  CARRICO,  President.     GEORGE  M.  LLOYD,.  Secretary. 


In  submitting  our  first  Annual  Report  of  the  condition 
and  operation  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Charles  County  from 
July  1st,  1867,  to  September  30th,  1868,  it  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  accompanying  statistics  that  the  blanks  have 
not  been  entirely  filled  up.  We  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain with  the  degree  of  accuracy  desired,  the  sizes  of  our 
school-houses,  and  the  number  of  text-books  used  in  our  Pub- 
lic Schools. 

In  regard  to  the  former  we  regret  to  say  that  our  school- 
houses  are,  generally,  too  small  for  the  proper  accommoda- 
tion of  the  pupils,  the  bouses  not  averaging  more  than 
18  x  20  feet,  which,  in  several  school  districts  in  which  the 
number  of  pupils  is  large,  renders  it  difficult  for  the  teacher 
to  make  proper  provision  for  that  comfort  and  good  order,  so 
essential  to  the  successful  teaching  of  children. 

In  reference  to  our  text-books,  we  have  also  been  unable 
to  procure  full  information  as  to  their  number  and  condition. 
Some  change  has  been  made  in  the  adoption  and  introduc- 
tion of  text-books,  retaining,  however,  the  Geographical  and 
Arithmetical  series  adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Education 
under  the  former  School  Law.  As  we  wish  to  give  a  full 
exhibit  of  this  item,  we  have  thought  that  the  matter  could 
be  deferred  without  material  inconvenience  until  the  second 
Annual  Report. 

Our  schools  are  for  the  most  part  destitute  of  black-boards, 
those  in  use  being  few,  small  and  unsuitable.  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  provide  at  an  early  day  for  the  wants  of  each 
school  in  this  respect,  and  also  for  other  school  apparatus. 

The  matter  of  our  finances  was  a  subject  of  considerable 
difficulty,  involving  much  time  and  labor  to  make  a  clear 
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exhibit  of  our  financial  condition,  which  was  deemed  of  such 
paramount  importance. 

Upon  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  our  appointment  as  school  officers,  under  the  new  School 
Law,  we  found  a  heavy  indebtedness  to  be  discharged.  The 
retiring  School  Board,  aware  that  the  funds  at  their  com- 
mand would  not  meet  all  dues  on  account  of  the  Public 
Schools,  issued  an  order,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  in- 
coming Board,  to  the  effect  that  the  schools  should  be  closed 
on  the  13th  day  of  June  last,  instead  of  the  30th  of  same  month, 
the  end  of  the  school  year.  It  was  hoped  that  this  would 
enable  them  to  pay  off  a  large  portion  of  arrearages,  existing 
in  the  shape  of  certificates  of  indebtedness,  issued  to  teach- 
ers, for  balances  due  them  for  the  Winter  and  Spring  Terms 
preceding.  These  certificates  have  been  paid  off,  causing 
thereby  a  diminution  in  the  salaries  of  teachers. 

We  find  that,  for  the  present,  we  cannot  pay  more  than  $75 
per  quarter  to  each  teacher,  a  salary  by  no  means  as  liberal 
as  we  desire.  Besides  we  wish  to  have  a  small  surplus,  with 
which  to  repair  and  furnish  our  schooKhouses — contingencies 
that  will  arise,  and  for  which  timely  provision  should  be 
made.  We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  teachers  to  take 
charge  of  our  schools,  and  children  ready  to  fill  them,  avail  but 
little,  without  those  comforts  and  appliances  about  a  school- 
room which  all  admit  to  be  essential  to  procure  good  resnlts. 

The  item  marked  arrearages  in  table  "0,"  has  reference 
to  amounts  disbursed  during  the  year  just  passed,  for  bal- 
ances due  deceased  teachers  for  the  preceding  year,  and  paid 
their  administrators  or  representatives.  It  may  be  proper  to 
state  that  the  balance  remaining  to  our  credit  as  appears  per 
tabe  "C,"  $924.72,  may  not  be  correct,  because  after  paying 
off  all  certificates  of  indebtedness  presented  by  teachers  or 
holders  thereof,  we  have  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $92.54 
has  been  charged  to 'us,  there  not  being  sufficient  funds  to 
the  credit  of  the  former  Board  to  met  it.  Upon  recent  in- 
quiry, however,  this  sum  of  $92.54  is  the  only  amonnt  up  to 
the  date  of  inquiry  that  was  overdrawn,  and  which  has  been 
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included  in  the  disbursements  under  the  title,  Teachers'  Sala- 
ries. We  infer,  therefore,  that  all  drafts  issued  by  our  pre~ 
decessors  have  been  presented  and  paid  off,  and  that  the  bal- 
ance to  our  credit  is  exact  as  stated.  We  hope  that  this  may 
be  so  in  order  that  our  funds  may  be  so  distributed  as  to 
benefit  the  cause  of  education  throughout  our  county. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  continue  our  schools  during  the 
months  of  July  and  September  of  this  year,  the  cost  of  which 
has  been  added  to  that  of  the  scholastic  year  of  the  former 
School  Law,  thereby  continuing  our  schools  upwards  of 
eleven  months. 

As  under  a  provision  of  the  present  School  Law,  all  finan- 
cial reports  are  to  be  rendered  up  to  the  30th  of  September, 
annually,  we  have  made  1st  of  October  the  beginning,  and 
30th  of  September  the  ending  of  our  scholastic  year,  with  a 
winter  and  summer  vacation  of  one  month  each. 

It  is  not  our  province  to  give  a  detailed  report  concerning 
the  character  and  success  of  our  Public  Schools  prior  to  our 
connection  with  them,  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  old  system 
performed  satisfactorily  its  mission  in  behalf  of  the  educa- 
tional interest  of  our  people.  There  has  been  a  constant  ac- 
cession of  pupils  to  the  schools,  and  a  general  advancement 
in  the  right  direction,  since  the  State  has  undertaken  to  edu- 
cate her  children  :  and  it  will  afford  us  pleasure,  as  it  will  be 
our  duty,  to  encourage  our  people  to  sustain,  as  we  feel  as- 
sured they  have  done,  and  will  continue  to,  do  a  system,  the 
benefits  of  which  redound  to  the  advancement  and  promotion 
of  that  intellectual  development  which  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  her  munificent  liberality,  has  provided  for  the  education  of 
those,  who,  in  time  to  come,  must  shape  her  internal  policy, 
and  open  new  and,  it  may  be,  better  roads  to  wealth,  greatness 
and  prosperity.  She  has  the  materials,  and,  doubtless,  will 
continue  to  provide  the  means,  to  elevate  the  character  of  her 
people  in  all  that  contributes  to  form  the  real  worth  of  a 
community,  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  its  people. 

We  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  say  a  few  words  relative 
to   the   operation,   condition  and  prospects  under   the   new 
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School  Law  since  the  organization  of  the  present  Board.  We 
think  we  can  safely  say,  that  in  the  selection  of  school  officers, 
and  consequent  selection  of  teachers  holding  the  required 
certificate  of  qualification,  the  cause  of  education  among  our 
people  will  be  promoted,  or  suffer  at  least  no  detriment,  if  the 
reports,  and  other  sources  of  information  accessible  to  us,  be 
sufficient  attestation  of  the  good  resulting  from  our  combined 
labors.  We  have  at  all  times  sought  to  impress  upon  school 
authorities  such  a  co-operation  and  unanimity  of  action,  as 
would  conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  those  whose  highest 
object  and  duty  it  should  be  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages they  now  enjoy. 

We  think  the  schools  are  doing  well,  and  their  prospects 
for  increased  usefulness  are  flattering.  We  have  been,  we 
trust,  usefully  at  work  to  bring  about  and  perfect  agencies 
from  which  we  anticipate  the  happiest  results.  We  have 
purchased  a  large  and  commodious  building  in  our  county 
town,  designed  for  a  Grammar  or  High  School,  which,  when 
properly  fitted  up,  furnished,  and  put  in  operation,  will  do 
good  work. 

A  County  Teachers'  Association,  with  provision  for  a 
Teachers'  Library,  has  been  organized  under  favorable  auspi- 
ces which,  we  hope,  will  be  an  auxiliary  towards  establishing 
a  sound  teaching  element  in  our  Public  Schools. 

We  contemplate  to  welcome  during  the  coming  spring  or 
summer,  a  Teachers'  Institute,  as  an  invaluable  aid  and  stim_ 
ulus  to  a  proper  conception  and  appreciation  of  useful,  prac- 
tical education. 

Permit  us,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge  our  obligation  to 
Mr.  Lloyd,  our  Examiner,  &c,  whose  assistance  in  all  our 
official  labors  we  have  found  so  useful,  and  to  whose  zeal, 
energy,  and  efficiency,  in  the  position  he  is  so  well  qualified 
to  fill,  we  most  cheerfully  bear  our  unqualified  approbation. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  A.  CARRICO, 
President  Board  of  School  Coram  rs  Charles  Co. 
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CHARLES  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

For  the  year  ending  September  30,  18G8. 

Number  of  School  Houses,  37;  (log,  6;  frame,  31.) 
Average  size  of  School  lot,  1  acre. 
Number  of  fenced  lots,  none. 

"         "  houses  having  outbuildings,  none. 

"         "       "  "        good  furniture,  17. 

"         "       "  "        bad         "  20. 

Wall  Maps  and  Library  Books,  none. 
Amount  of  Black-board  surface,  not  reported  in  figures. 
Number  of  different  Teachers,        40. 

"         "         "         Pupils,      1,059. 

Fall  Winter         Spring     Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term.       Term. 

Number  of  Pupils  on  Roll 841  795  817         875 

Average  daily  attendance 477  256  421        665 

Average  number  studying  Spelling,  812;  Reading,  703;  Writing,  575;  Arith- 
metic, 532;  Geography,  342;  Grammar,  272;  History,  91;  Book-Keeping,  2: 
Algebra,  14;  Philosophy,  45;  Latin,  10. 

Amount  expended  from  July  1st,  18G7,  to  September  30th,  1868  : 

Teachers'   salaries $12,611  53 

Repairs 94  90 

Incidental  expenses 249  15 

Books  and  stationery 149  72 

Total $13,105  30 
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CHARLES  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1868... $13,157  84 
County  "  "     "       "  969  12 

State  Free  School  Fund..,..,       1,667  10 


Total 


$15,794  06 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries $12,611  53 

Inci'tal  Expenses  of  Schools  75  25 

Books  and  Stationery 149  72 

Repairing 94  50 

Interest 20  00 

Sal.  of  Secretary,   Treasurer 

and  Examiner 937  74 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   149  00 

Office  Expenses  and  Account 

Books 341  65 

Legal  Services 205  00 

Arrearages 153  45 

School-house  sites 131  50 

[Balance  on  hand— N.] 924  72 

Total $15,794  06 
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CHARLES  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 
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DORCHESTER  COUNT.Y, 


Dr.  JOHN  E.  HOOPER,  President.      Da.  JAS.  L.  BRYAN,  Examiner, 


My  connection  with  the  school  system  under  the  law  of 
1864,  as  President  of  the  Board  ;  and  under  this  law,  as  Ex- 
aminer, Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  enables  me  to  present  a 
connected  account  of  school  operations  since  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report. 

The  President,  under  the  old  law,  was  expected  to  visit  the 
schools  every  quarter,  and  although  that  duty  was  not 
strictly  performed  during  the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year, 
in  consequence  of  my  ill-health,  still  nearly  every  school  was 
visited  once,  and  the  pupils  carefully  examined  ;  while  sev- 
eral of  them  were  visited  twice,  and  some  few  still  oftener. 

Under  the  present  law,  only  a  few  visits  have  been  paid, 
as  the  single  visitation  required  by  the  law  of  1868,  had  bet- 
ter be  put  off  till  near  the  end  of  the  scholastic  year. 

The  schools  when  visited  were  found  generally  in  a  most 
encouraging  condition  ;  considering  the  very  poor  accommo- 
dations yet  provided  in  the  way  of  school -houses  and  neces- 
sary furniture,  it  has  always  been  a  matter  of  surprise,  that 
so  much  real  service  haR  been  rendered  by  the  teachers,  or 
that  such  evidences  of  progress  could  be  discovered. 

Let  the  Commissioners  and  the  Trustees  visit  the  schools 
at  all  hours,  and  they  will  soon  see  that  the  discomfort 
arising  from  crowded,  ill-ventilated,  badly  furnished  rooms, 
is  amply  sufficient  to  account  for  much  of  the  deficiency  ob- 
served and  lamented  by  the  friends  of  the  system,  and  so 
ostentatiously  paraded  by  the  enemies  of  all  free  education. 

One  who  will  look  at  the  educational  system  of  the  State, 
without  prejudice,  will  soon  see  enough  in  it  to  fill  the  heart 
with  joy,  that  wise  men,  under  God,  have  come  to  the 
righteous  conclusion,  that  the  State  should  make  this  pro- 
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vision  for   the  elevation  of  her   children,  as   the   cheapest, 
v;isest,  noblest  mode  of  discharging  its  parental  duty. 

By  the  education  of  the  whole  people,  we  use  the  very  best 
means  to  elevate  and  purify  the  people,  and  thus  the  better 
fit  them  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  the  citizens  of  a 
free  State. 

There  is  cause  to  regret  the  continuance  of  an  evil  alluded 
to  in  former  reports — the  irregularity  of  attendance  of  pu- 
pils. Oftentimes,  in  visiting  the  same  school  in  the  winter, 
and  again  in  the  summer  terms,  your  Examiner  has  found 
entirely  different  classes  of  pupils.  During  the  winter,  boys 
and  young  men  ;  in  the  warmer  parts  of  the  year,  girls  al- 
most entirely.  One  acquainted  with  the  derangement  of  our 
agricultural  system  will  soon  understand  the  cause  of  this 
irregularity,  in  the  necessity  of  farmers  using  the  labor  of 
1neir  sons  in  the  field  during  the  farming  months.  During 
Vli®  winter  the  services  of  the  boys  are  not  so  much  needed, 
and  they  attend  school ;  while  girls  are  prevented,  generally, 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  season. 

Under  the  old  system,  as  President  of  the  Board,  I  was 
rapidly  learning  the  standard  of  the  various  teachers  through- 
out the  county;  and,  in  time,  it  would  have  been  little  trou- 
ble to  have  arranged  them  so  that  in  nearly  every  instance 
we  could  have  had  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

Under  the  present  system  this  is  impossible  ;  as  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers  is  left  to  the  Local  Boards,  and  the  Examiner, 
and  even  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  have  little  to 
do  with  the  selection. 

My  impression  is  that  an  Examiner  should  have  the  power 
of  nominating  suitable  persons  to  the  Local  Boards,  from 
which  nominations  the  teachers  should  be  selected.  It  is 
perfectly  easy,  under  the  present  system,  for  a  Local  Board 
to  keep  an  inefficient  person  in  charge  of  the  school,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  Board  and  the  Examiner;  as  our  by-laws  allow 
Local  Boards  to  employ  persons  who  have  no  certificates  until 
they  can  be  examined,  so  that  the  schools  may  not  be  stopped 
too  often.  They  can  place  one  notoriously  incompetent  in 
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charge  of  a  school,  and  as  the  examination  of  teachers,  under 
the  law,  is  attended  with  unusual  difficulty,  the  incompetent 
person  may  be  retained  month  after  month,  under  the  excuse 
of  an  examination  being  impossible. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  case  in  this  county  at  present, 
though  I  regret  to  say  that  one  teacher  was  appointed  for  a 
short  time,  after  he  had  failed  signally  to  pass  his  examina- 
tion, and  I  was  satisfied  that  a  repetition  of  it  would  have 
the  same  result. 

A  great  loss  to  the  teachers  is  sustained  by  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  Teachers'  Associations,  and  Teachers'  Institutes. 
Not  a  single  association  of  teachers  exists  in  the  county,  not- 
withstanding the  value  of  such  arrangements  has  often  been 
brought  to  their  notice.  It  is  possible  that  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  county  may  occasion  this  ;  cut  up,  as  it  is, 
by  numerous  rivers,  it  is  really  a  difficult  matter  to  bring  to- 
gether a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  to  make  such  meetings 
profitable  without  incurring  great  expense.  Another  effort, 
however,  will  be  made  to  organize,  at  least,  three  for  the 
county. 

The  Institute,  of  which  general  notice  was  given  in  Sep- 
tember, and  from  which  I  hoped  so  much  benefit  would  have 
been  derived  by  the  teachers,  was  not  a  success,  although  we 
had  Professor  Newell  with  us  from  the  beginning,  and  every 
arrangement  was  made  for  the  profitable  employment  of  the 
time  ;  yet  the  very  small  attendance  of  the  teachers  defeated 
our  plans. 

The  fact  of  the  session  occuring  during  the  Summer  holi- 
days had  much  to  do  with  this  disappointment,  and  the  gen- 
eral prevalence  of  sickness  at  the  time,  made  success  impos- 
sible. 

Enough  was  done,  though,  to  satisfy  all  who  were  presen 
of  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such  meetings, 
and  of  the  admirable  fitness  of  Prof.  Newell  to  take  the  lead- 
ing part  in  such  exercises.  His  accurate  acquaintance  with 
all  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  teacher,  from  the  teaching  of 
an  A  B  C  class  to  instruction  of  advanced  classes  in  Physical 
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Geography,  Grammar,  History,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  &c; 
with  all  the  details  of  school  discipline,  was  apparent  to  all. 
Should  the  School  Law  again  become  a  subject  of  legislation — 
and  there  are  certainly  points  in  which  it  might  be  improved 
greatly — it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  one,  of  enabling  the 
teachers  of  the  counties  tu  enjoy  the  advantages  of  even  a 
few  day's  practical  instruction  in  methods  by  the  Principal 
and  Professors  of  the  Normal  School,  will  not  be  neglected. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  the 
total  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  $18,162.49,  while  the 
entire  expenses,  (including  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  from 
the  preceding  year  of  $1,060.30,)  amounted  to  $19,093 .40. 

This  leaves  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $930.91; 
although  the  reduction  of  this  balance  from  the  preceding 
\ear,  is  small,  yet  with  increased  carefulness  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  funds,  we  may  hope  to  extinguish  it  very  soon, 
possibly  during  the  present  year,  and  thus  keep  out  of  debt. 

For  the  present  year,  we  expect  to  have  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Board,  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  incidental  expenses, 
pay  of  Commissioners,  purchase  of  text-books,  office  expen- 
ses, and  salary  of  Examiner,  and  the  building  of  new  school- 
houses,  nearly  $25,000,  made  up  as  follows  : 

State  Tax $14,592 

"      School  Fund 2,318 

County  Levy 8,000 

S'24,910 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  hopes,  in  a  very  short  time, 
to  present  a  full  report  of  the  condition  of  the  school  house 
fund,  made  up  of  the  county  levies  of  1864,  '65,  '66.  No 
report  of  this  expenditure  has  ever  been  made.  The  levies 
amounted  to  $12,000,  and  the  eight  houses  erected  during 
the  last  two  years,  were  built  with  this  fund.  Two  other 
houses  are  still  under  contract,  and  half  $f  the  cost  paid  on 
them.  They  will  be  completed  during  the  summer.  The 
delay  in  settling  this  large  account  resulted  from  the  delin- 
quency of  some  collectors  of  the  taxes. 
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A  part  of  the  county  levy  of  $8,000  for  the  present  year, 
is  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  four  school-houses,  much 
needed  in  the  districts  selected.  It  is  believed^that  houses 
sufficiently  large  can  be  built  for  $500  each. 

Although  the  change  in  some  of  the  text-books,  and  the 
expense  attending  the  change,  will  reduce  our  allowance  for 
contingent  expenses,  it  is  believed  that  the  amount  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  the  fund  ;  it  will 
certainly  be  sufficient,  if  watchfulness  is  exercised  by  the 
Board  in  the  allowance  for  incidental  expenses.  In  this  con- 
nection, would  it  not  be  advisable  to  change  the  hours  of  in- 
struction, so  that  the  time  now  required  by  the  by-laws  of 
the  Board  could  be  brought  within  one  session  daily.  At 
least  one-third  of  the  expense  of  wood  and  coal  would  be  saved, 
and  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  two  daily  sessions  during  lhe 
winter.  These  are  the  costly  months  of  the  year,  and  a  sav- 
ing in  the  single  item  of  fuel  would  be  no  inconsiderable  one. 
Besides,  the  children  would  be  enabled  to  reach  their  homes 
before  night  set  in,  now  almost  impossible  under  the  two 
session  system.  In  addition,  teachers  would  thus  have  op- 
portunities of  visiting  the  houses  of  pupils,  and  consulting 
parents. 

The  oversight  of  the  schools  under  the  present  law  falls  to 
the  lot  of  the  Local  Boards,  composed  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  district,  and  the  two  Trustees,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  the  importance  of  a  faithful  discharge  of  this 
duty. 

The  Trustees  selected  seem  to  be  interested  in  the  work, 
and  if  they  continue  their  careful  supervision  of  the  schools, 
with  occasional  visits  from  the  Commissioners  of  districts, 
and  the  annual  examinations  of  schools  by  the  Examiner,  we 
may  not  have  cause  to  regret  the  change  from  the  old  sys- 
tem, in  which  provision  was  made  for  thorough  oversight  ot 
the  schools  by  the  President  of  the  Board,  by  paid  Commis- 
sioners, and  by  local  visitors. 

The  reports  of  teachers,  not  yet  thoroughly  examined,  will 
show  whether  the  order  of  the  Board,  changing  the  time  of 
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opening  the  schools  to  October  1st,  was  a  wise  one.  With 
the  light  now  before  me,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the 
change  was  eminently  proper. 

Even  as  late  as  October  1st,  the  demands  on  the  pupils  for 
aid  in  agricultural  operations,  together  with  the  sickliness 
of  the  fall,  makes  the  attendance  quite  small.  In  some 
schools  the  reduction  of  numbers  attending  is  so  great  as  to 
raise  the  question,  whether  such  schools  had  not  better  be 
closed  even  longer  than  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  as  late  even  as  November  1st,  when  the  pupils 
generally  can  attend  in  large  numbers.  The  funds  for  such 
schools  would  thus  accumulate,  and  a  better  teacher  might 
be  procured  for  the  remaining  months,  or  the  money  ex- 
pended in  purchase  of  furniture. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Board  last  summer,  I  vis- 
i»*-vl  the  Jenifer  Institute,  a  school  for  colored  children,  in 
iie  town  of  Cambridge.  My  report  of  the  admirable  condi- 
tion of  the  school,  the  perfect  discipline  maintained,  the  evi- 
dences of  real  progress  made  by  the  pupils,  induced  the 
Board  to  take  some  action  with  regard  to  these  schools.  In 
a  short  time  Trustees  were  nominated  to  the  Board  by  the 
patrons  of  these  schools,  and  confirmed,  so  that  we  have  had 
a  sort  of  oversight  of  them.  The  colored  people  seem  most 
anxious  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  and  the  warm 
interest  taken  in  their  schools  by  the  Commissioners  and  the 
Examiner,  is  evidently  most  grateful  to  them.  The  amount 
of  their  school  tax  will  be  divided  between  the  schools,  but 
this  amount  is  so  small  that  they  continue  to  help  themselves, 
with  such  assistance  as  they  can  get  from  the  Baltimore 
Association. 

With  these  general  remarks,  I  pass  now,  in  concluding 
this  report,  to  a  few  matters  of  detail. 

The  Board,  numbering  fourteen  members,  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  assembled  on]  the  27th 
April  last,  and  organized  by  the  election  of  Dr.  John  E. 
Hooper  as  President,  and  Dr.  James  N.  Bryan,  as  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Examiner.  The  salary  of  the  Secretary,  &c, 
was  fixed  at  $1,000  per  annum.     As  the  time  for  giving  the 
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legal  notice  of  an  election  of  Trustees  had  passed,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  appoint  Trustees  for  all  the  schools  of  the  county, 
and  the  Board  have  cause  to  he  gratified  at  the  selections — 
the  Trustees,  generall}7-,  manifesting  interest  in  the  condition 
of  the  schools. 

The  Board  has  met  thirteen  times,  of  which  Jive  were  with- 
out a  quorum.  This  will  continue  to  he  the  case,  I  fear,  as 
the  numher  of  Commissioners  is  so  very  great.  The  whole 
number  of  days'  attendance  on  part  of  Commissioners  is 
one  hundred  and  eleven,  at  $3  per  day.  This  makes  the  ex- 
pense of  Commissioners'  attendance  $333. 

The  Board  determined  to  build  four  new  school-houses, 
during  the  year,  the  cost  of  each  not  to  exceed  $500  As  the 
fund  from  which  the  payments  are  to  be  made  will  not  be 
due  until  after  January,  no  work  on  fhese  houses  has  yet 
been  done. 

The  Secretary  regrets  to  announce  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  one  of  the  new  school-houses,  built  during  the  past  year. 
An  examination  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  \§m 
should  be  made,  and  the  blame,  if  any,  laid  upon  the  proper 
person. 

The  Secretary  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  insuring  the 
new  houses,  as  they  are  built ;  and  thinks,  moreover,  that 
many  of  the  older  houses  are  well  worth  protection  of  this 
nature — a  single  loss  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  almost 
paralyses  the  Board  in  their  efforts  to  keep  up  with  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  county,  in  the  building  of  new  school-houses. 

It  is  recommended  in  this  connection,  that  Commissioners 
and  Trustees  look  at  the  matter  calmly.  It  is  simply  im- 
possible to  build  all  of  the  houses,  even  now  urgently  needed; 
and  confidence  should  be  maintained  in  the  Board,  until  the 
funds,  at  their  command,  enable  them  to  supply  every  need 
of  the  county. 

Temporary  provision  by  the  renting  of  rooms  will  gene- 
rally be  sufficient  until  the  proper  houses,  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  Board,  are  erected. 

The  schools  were  opened  throughout  the  county  promptly, 
and  the  supply  of  teachers  found  sufficient ;  a  few  schools 
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are  unoccupied  on  account  of  local  troubles,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  board  for  teachers. 

Examinations  have  been  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  and  at  the  office  of  the  Board,  so  far ,  fifteen  first 
grade  certificates,  and  thirty-two  second  grade,  have  been  re- 
newed in  the  case  of  former  teachers,  or  granted  for  the  first 
time  to  new  ones.  In  conclusion,  the  Secretary  would  advert 
to  the  trouble  attending  these  examinations,  by  the  law  re- 
quiring the  presence  of  three  Commissioners.  If  the  ex- 
aminations take  place  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board, 
very  little  else  can  be  done  ;  and  if  special  meetings  are  ap- 
pointed for  these  examinations,  it  is  difficult  or  inconvenient 
for  a  proper  number  of  Commissioners  to  attend. 

The  Board  is  no  doubt  satisfied  that  a  smaller  number  of 

Commissioners  would   be    more   efficient.     The   very   large 

•Umber  (fourteen)  requires  an  attendance  of  eight  to  transact 

1j  (most  trifling  business,  and  hence  the  large  number  of 

•    eetings  reported  without  a  quorum. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  L.  BRYAN, 
Secretary,  Tresurer  and  Examiner, 

Board  School  Com.  Dorchester  co.,  Md. 
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DORCHESTER  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF   SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 

Number  of  Scl>ool-houses,  (frame  58,  log  1,) 59 

"        Fenced  lots 2 

"        School-houses  having  out-buildings 3 

"         School-houses  without  black-boards 21 

Number  having  good  furniture 15 

Average  size  of  Black-boards  in  the  remaining  houses,  12  square  feet. 

Number  of  Wall-maps ^1 

"        Different  teachers 65 

"         Terms  schools  were  open 3 

"        Different  pupils 2,507 

Winler  Spring  Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term. 

Number  of  pupils  on  roll  1,854  2,048  1,710 

"  "      in  attendance  not  reported. 

Average  number  studying  Spelling,  1,887 ;  Reading,  1,618;  Writing,  1,297; 
Arithmetic,  1,178;  Geography,  705;  Grammar,  461;  History,  235;  Book- 
keeping, 9;   Algebra,  27;  Philosophy,  27;   Geometry,  3;  Latin,»l. 

Amount  expended  for  Teachers'  salaries $13,991  92 

"  "         Incidental  expenses 1,482  72 

"  "        Books  and  stationery 365  83 

Total  expenses  of  Schools $15,840  47 
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DORCHESTER  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  endiug  September  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Stateschool  tax  for  1865-6-7. ..$12, 968 

County  school  tax  for  1866...  1,836 

State  Free  School  fund 2,318 

Teachers'  certificates 20 

Book  sales 746 

From  sales  of  books  in  office..  57 
From  sale  of  old  school  house:.  25 
From  overcharge,  by  mistake 
in  account  for  incidental  ex- 
penses   190 

Balance  due  Treasurer 930 


$19,093  40 


To  balance  from   last  year's 

accouut S  1,060  30 

Teachers'  salaries 13,991  92 

Incidental  expenses  of  schools.     1,482  78 

Books  and  stationery 365  83 

Building  school-houses 1,238  52 

Interest 8  53 

Salary  of  Secretarj-,  Trea- 
surer and  Examiner 575  00 

Office  expenses  and    account 

books 134  52 

Printing 161  00 

Attorney's  fees 50  00 

Amount  refunded  Commis- 
sioner Spicer  on  book  ac- 
count, and  paid  by  mis- 
take   25  00 

$19,093  40 
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DORCHESTER  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1868. 
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DORCHESTER  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1868. 
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FREDERICK   COUNTY. 


C.  KEEFER  THOMAS,  President.    J.  W.  PAGE,  Secretary,  $c. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  the  Pub- 
lic Schools  of  Frederick  county  during  the  period  extending 
from  the  1st  of  July,  1867,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1868, 
which  latter  date,  the  present  school  law  makes  the  end  of 
the  school  fiscal  year.      The  period  from  the  1st  of  July, 

1867,  to  the  close  of  the  Public  Schools,  the  28th  day  of 
February,  required  much  labor,  as  the  present  blank  forms 
require  certain  statistics  which  were  not  required  to  be 
reported  under  the  old  law. 

The  Public  Schools  of  Frederick  county  were  closed  by 
authority  of  the  late  Board  on  the  28th  day  of  February, 

1868,  for  want  of  funds  to  continue  them.  At  this  time 
the  Board  owed  to  the  banks  of  Frederick  city  the  sum  of 
$7,103.45,  the  payment  of  which  indebtedness  would  nearly 
exhaust  the  quarterly  apportionment  due  about  the  15th  of 
April.  A  few  of  the  schools  were  continued  in  operation, 
some  by  private  subscription,  others  looking  for  remunera- 
tion from  the  incoming  Board. 

In  pursuance  with  on  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  passed  March,  1868,  repealing  the  old  and  estab- 
lishing a  new  school  system,  the  Board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners of  Frederick  county  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1868, 
appointed  the  following  seventeen  gentlemen  as  a  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners  named  in  the  order  of  the  seve- 
ral election  districts  of  the  county,  one  for  each  district,  to  wit : 

Capt.  Richard  Thomas,  H.  W.  Dorsey,  M.  D., 

A.  0.  Baugher,  Esq.,  George  P.  Fox,     Esq., 

Tilghman  F.  Gaver,  Esq,        J.  M.  Newman, 


Rev.  Wm.  H.  Todd, 
John  Walter,      Esq., 
A.  N.  Warenfels,  " 
C.  Keefer  Thomas," 
James  H.  Steele,    " 


M.  Wm.  Fout, 
Edward  A.  Shriver, 
Andrew  Kessler, 
John  Landers, 
WM.  Metzgee, 


John  Clemmson,  Esq. 
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These  gentlemen  met  in  the  office  of  the  School  Commis- 
sioners on  Monday,  the  20th  of  April,  and  organized  by  ap- 
pointing C.  Keefer  Thomas,  permanent  President,  and  J.  M. 
Newman,  Secretary  pro  tempore.  The  Board  then  elected. 
John  W.  Page,  Examiner,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  In 
pursuance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly  they  ordered  an  election 
to  held  in  all  the  school  districts  of  the  county  for  local  Trus- 
tees on  the  5th  of  May.  These  elections  were  generally  dis- 
regarded by  the  people,  in  most  cases  only  a  few  individuals 
meeting  and  appointing.  Out  of  the  222  Trustees  due  to 
the  111  school  districts  of  Frederick  county,  only  80  were 
reported  as  elected,  the  other  142  were  subsequently  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners. 

Immediately  upon  the  complete  organization  of  the  new 
Board  of  School  Commissioners,  an  examination  of  candidates 
for  teachers'  cercificates  was  ordered,  and  an  appropriation 
made  to  open  the  schools  for  the  hall'  term  ending  June  30th, 
and  also  to  meet  the  cost  of  those  schools  which  had  con- 
tinued open. 

At  the  first  examination,  in  the  month  of  May,  only  a  few 
certificates  were  issued.  A  more  general  and  extended  ex- 
amination was  held  in  August,  and  several  special  examina- 
tions were  held  up  to  the  date  of  this  report.  The  number  of 
applicants  was  131,  of  these  112  received  the  required  certifi- 
cates, 14  of  the  first  grade  and  98  of  the  second.  No  certifi- 
cate of  the  second  grade  has  been  issued  to  extend  beyond 
one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  that  term  the  teachers  hold- 
ing the  second  grade  certificate  are  required  to  appear  for 
examination  for  certificate  of  first  grade.  In  this  manner 
we  hope  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  teachers,  believing 
that  in  a  few  years  we  may  be  able  to  make  first  grade 
teachers  of  all  whom  it  is  desirable  to  retain. 

Our  Board  has  given  much  thought  and  consideration  to 
the  subject  of  text  books  and  the  manner  of  their  distribu- 
tion ;  and  after  patient  investigation  have  determined,  under 
the  law,  to  furnish  every  requisite  for  the  immediate  and 
thorough  organization  and  classification  of  each  school,  and 
have  fixed  the  book  fee  at   75  cents  quarterly  for  each  pupil, 
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recommending  in  allr  cases  where  the  parent  or  guardian  is 
not  able  to  pay  his  fee,  the  Trustees  should  promptly  exempt 
them  from  such  payment. 

This  is  one  of  the  redeeming  features  of  the  law,  a  feature 
which  must  commend  itself  especially  to  the  indigent  parent 
or  guardian,  a  feature  which  should  commend  itself  to  the 
non-tax-payer  or  small  tax-payer  who  would  wish  to  identify 
himself  in  interest  with  the  Public  Schools,  as  a  receipient  of 
school  privileges  without  other  charge  to  him  than  the  small 
sum  required  for  the  furnishing  of  every  thing  necessary  for 
the  advancement  of  his  children's  interest,  still  this  feature 
has  been  used  by  certain  individuals  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
schools.  Not  waiting,  because  not  willing  to  see  the  suc- 
cessful development  of  our  system  of  Public  Schools,  they 
have  endeavored  by  violent  assaults  and  misrepresentions  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  against  them.  I  am  glad  to 
believe  that  as  the  people  see  the  advantageous  working  of 
this  system  their  opposition  is  gradually  giving  way  to  a 
better  appreciation  of  its  advantages. 

Our  schools  opened  regularly  on  the  1st  of  September,  that 
being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Board  for  the  beginning  of  the 
Fall  Term.  Up  to  the  date  of  this  report  we  have  in  suc- 
cessful operation  98  schools,  many  of  which  exceed  in  num- 
ber of  pupils  what  they  have  ever  had  before  during  the  Fall 
Term.  Of  these  schools  nearly  all  of  them  are  supplied  with 
the  necessary  books,  stationery,  &c,  for  their  active  and  un- 
interrupted progress. 

There  is  a  growing  interest  in  Public  Schools  manifesting 
itself  throughout  our  county,  and  if  the  officers,  who  are 
striving  to  work  out  the  system  to  a  complete  success  meet 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  people,  those  who  are  the  recipi- 
ents of  the  benefits  of  the  State's  munificience,  we  will  soon 
find  our  Public  Schools  thronged  with  the  children  of  every 
class  and  condition  in  life. 

There  are  defects  in  our  present  school  law  which  demand 

early  legislation,  and  such   defects  as   retard  very  seriously 

the  progress  of  educational    interests.     There  should  be  a 

general  or  State  supervision  as   well  as  a  county  supervision. 

8 
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The  most  serious  defect  in  the  law,  and  the  one  most  calcu- 
lated to  injure  our  Public  School  System  is  the  manner  of 
filling  the  offices  ;  Public  Schools  should  be  as  far  removed 
from  political  influences  as  possible.  The  county  officers 
should  be  appointed  either  by  the  Court  or  the  County  Com- 
missioners, the  several  County  Superintendents  in  convention 
form  a  State  School  Board,  and  that  Board  have  the  appointing 
of  a  State  Superintendent,  The  general  principles  of  every 
school  system  are  identical,  that  which  makes  the  difference 
between  systems  is  the  manner  of  their  administrations,  that 
which  is  best  administered  is  best. 

The  public  spirit  of  Maryland  has  placed  her  far  in  advance 
of  many  of  her  sister  States,  and  even  in  the  race  with  the 
foremost.  Her  Philanthropists  and  Statesmen  may  well 
rejoice  in  the  contemplation  of  what  she  has  done,  and  is 
doing.  She  has  as  it  were,  given  eyes  to  her  blind,  ears  to 
her  deaf,  a  refuge  to  her  precocious  vicious,  an  asylum  for 
her  unfortunate  imbecile,  and  has  adopted  as  her  cherished 
foster-child  every  youth  within  her  borders,  and  through  her 
Public  Schools  enters  every  home,  from  her  mountains  to  her 
sea-shore,  and  in  the  words  of  Power,  commands,  "  Young 
man,  young  maiden,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise." 

And  with  all  this  her  labor  of  amelioration  is  not  complete* 
nor  can  it  be  until  she  meets  squarely  the  question  of  State 
policy,  which  demands  some  attention  to  the  mental  and 
moral  culture  of  her  negro  population.  Shall  this  large  and 
increasing  population  continue  in  its  present  ignorant  and 
vicious  condition?  Does  not  every  consideration  of  morality 
and  enlarged  benevolence,  and  indeed  self-protection  plead 
the  cause  of  the  poor  abject  negro? 

Torn  from  his  relation  to  his  master  by  a  violent  political 
convulsion,  in  which  he  acted  no  voluntary  part :  Thrown 
upon  the  world  in  his  weakness,  poverty  and  ignorance, 
among  a  race,  with  which,  with  equal  advantages,  he  can 
never  compete,  is  it  wise,  is  it  politic,  that  he  should  be  left 
to  grope  back  to  his  original  barbarism?  This  is  a  question 
of  grave  importance,  and  should  be  met  promptly  and  without 
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prejudice.  Its  postponement  will  only  increase  the  burden, 
its  neglect  is  cruel  ;  he  is  tantalized  with  a  personal  liberty, 
whilst  the  shackles  of  ignorance  and  vice  are  riveted  upon 
his  mind  and  soul.  To  ameliorate  his  condition  he  is  power- 
less. Give  him  education  or  take  back  that  which  has  been 
thrust  upon  him — his  personal  liberty  which  is  but  the  in- 
strument of  his  extermination. 

C.  KEEFER  THOMAS, 
President  Board  School  Commissioners. 


116 


FREDERICK  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  School  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 

Number  of  School-houses HI 

"       different  Teachers 128 

"  "        Pupils 7,236 

Number  studying  Spelling,  6,187;  Reading,  4,782  ;  Writing,  3,902;  Arithmetic, 
3,407;  Geography,  1,988;  Grammar,  971;  History,  300 ;  'Book-Keeping,  26 ; 
Algebra,  13;  Philosophy,  25;  Geometry,  4. 

Fall        Winter       Spring    Summer 
Term.        Term.         Term.       Term. 

Number  of  different  Pupils  on  Roll 4,893       6,686       5,366       1,855 

Average  daily  attendance  not  reported. 

No  report  has  been  received  from  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Fred- 
erick county  of  the  condition  of  the  school-houses  with  regard  to  material,  size, 
fencing,  out-buildings,  furniture,  black-boards,  wall-maps,  and  the  separate  ex- 
penses of  each  school,  as  called  for  in  Table  B. 

Expenses  »f  schools  from  July  1st,  1867,  to  February  28th,  1868  : 

.Teachers'  salaries $23,249  33 

)  Incidental  expenses 2,200  49 

Repairs 883  97 

$26,333  79 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Of  the  Board  of  School   Commissioners  from  July  1,   1867,  to  April  I,  18f>8 


Joseph  M.  Ebberts  in  Accocxt  with  Board  of  School  Commissioners. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  for  certifi- 
cates    $  5 

To"  cash  received  from  Free 

School  Fund 4,823 

To  cash  received,  balance  of 

School  Tax,  1865 125 

To  cash  received,  balance  of 
School  Tax,  I860 1,492 

To  cash  received,  balance  of 
School  Tax,  1867 14,797 

To  cash  received  from  estate 
of  Robert  Shafer 500 

To  cash  received  surplus  of 

book  sales 221  02 

To  cash  received  from  Coun- 
ty Collector  for  advertising 
School  District  Boundaries  22 

To    cash    received    for    old 

stoves  sold,  &c 15 

To  cash  received  from  loan 

from  First  National  Bank.       2,275 

To  cash  received  from  loan 
Frederick  Town  Savings 
Institution 4,747  20 


Or. 

By  amount  paid  to  meet  old 
deficit  of  School  year,  end- 
ing June  30,  1867 

By  fash  paid  on  appropria- 
tions made  by  Board  for 
salaries,  incidentals,  re- 
pairs and  miscellaneous 
expenses,  as  shown  by 
vouchers  on  file  in  this 
office 

By  cash  on  band 


$  1,276  15 


17,485  4'. 


Total $29,024  92 


Total $29, 


The  liabilities  of  the  Board  consist  of  a  note  for  $2,300.00,  due  April  22,  .  E    - 
and  a  note  for  $4,800.00,  due  May  5,  1868. 

The  March  apportionment  of  the  School  Tax  to  Frederick  county,  ($7,398. 
payable  April  15,  1868,  will  more  than  cover  these  liabilities. 

J.  M.  E. 


FREDERICK  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  STATEMENT, 

From  April  1  to  September  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS, 


State  School  Tax  for  186f>, 
1866  and  1867 

State  Free  School  Fund  ac* 
acount  of  July  1,  1868...... 

Book  Fees 

(lash  received  from  J.  M.  Eg- 
berts, Treasurer  of  the  late 
Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners.<•< .... "..... 


$5,168  77 

4,517  55 

8  75 


*558  82 


Total ■ $10,253  89 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries $2,203  93 

Incidental  expenses  of  schools,  61  34 

Books  and  Stationery 2,534  98 

Building  school-houses 370  00 

Repairing  school-houses.. 2,311  36 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner  to  July 

21st 300  00 

Per  Diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   273  00 

Office  expenses  and   account 

books , 72  78 

Printing  and  advertising Ill   52 

Balance. , 2,014  93 


Total $10,253  89 


•USe nig  Cash  received  from  J.  M   Ebberts,  Treasurer,  as  per  statement  on  preceding 

page  #263  SO 

March  apportionment  of  School  Tax $7,398  97 

Less  loan  paid  First  National  Bank #2,303  45 

"     Frederick  Savings  Institution 4,800  00 

-— -,-  7,103  45 

— —    $295  62 

#558  m 
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FREDERICK  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868, 
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FREDERICK  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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FREDERICK  COUNTY. 

Axerage  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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HARFORD  COUNTY. 


Rev.  B.  F.  MYERS,  President.      Rev.  T.  S.  C.  SMITH,  Secretary,  $c. 


The  accompanying  report  is  necessarily  very  defective, 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  and  full  statistics.  Our  Board 
failed  to  make  any  quarterly  reports,  hence  a  yearly  report 
is  almost  impossible,  as  these  are  the  authority  for  the  person 
reporting. 

The  following  minute  from  our  Journal  will  show  you 
how  the  members  of  our  Board  view  that  subject : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves 
called  upon  to  make  out  the  quarterly  report." 

No  individual  member  of  the  Board,  nor  any  other  person 
is  competent  to  fill  up  these  Annual  Reports.  They  must 
have  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  each  district. 

T.  S.  C.  SMITH, 
Examiner,  &c.,forB.  F.  Myers, 

President  Board  School  Commmissioners . 
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HARFORD  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 

No.  of  Schools 72 

"    "  different  Teachers 81 

"    "        "       Pupils 3,191 

Fall  Winter        Spring      Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term,  Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  on  roll 2,262         2,655         2,550         2,812 

No.  studying  Spelling,  2,104;  Reading,  2,014;  Writing,  1,840;  Arithmetic, 
1,733;  Geography,  1,000;  Grammar,  639 ;  History,  155;  Book-Keeping,  21 ; 
Algebra,  22 ;  Philosophy,  39. 

No.  of  School- houses,  (log,  14;  frame,  38;  brick,  5;  stone,  10;) 67 

"    "      "  "       in  good  condition , '. 27 

"    "      '«  "       "  ordinary  "      22 

"    "     «'  "       "bad  "      18 

"    «'      "  "      well-furnished 21 
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HOWARD   COUNTY 


Dr.  S.  H.  HENRY,  President.     S.  K.  DASHIELL,  Secretary,  £c. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  School  Law  of 
1868,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  following  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  county. 

On  the  5th  day  of  May  last,  I,  with  my  colleagues,  Ed- 
ward A.  Talbott,  of  the  second  election  district,  Henry  0. 
Devries,  of  the  third  district,  David  Burdett,  of  the  fourth 
district,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Hardy,  of  the  fifth  district,  and  Joshua 
W.  Dorsey,  of  the  sixth  district,  took  the  oath  of  office,  and 
we  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  our  official  duties. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Board,  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
elected  the  President  thereof;  and  as  the  presiding  officer  is 
reqired  to  make  the  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools,  I 
take  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  the  duty.  As  soon  as 
the  Board  was  organized,  the  election  of  an  Examiner  who 
would  act  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  was  the  first  duty.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  unanimously  elected 
Samuel  K.  Dashiell,  Esq.,  the  late  President  of  the  retiring 
Board,  to  that  position  ;  and  he  immediately  entered  upon 
the  active  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Believing  that  frequent  examinations  of  the  schools  would 
be  beneficial,  the  duty  of  quarterly  visits  was  placed  on  the 
Examiner,  who  has  faithfully  and  efficiently  performed  that 
duty  by  visiting  each  school  quarterly,  and  he  has  made  a 
quarterly  report  to  this  Board,  of  the  standing  and  condition 
of  each  school  during  each  term  of  the  year. 

When  we  entered  on  the  discharge  of  our  duties  in  May. 
we  deemed  it  proper  to  meet  as  often  as  the  interests  of  the 
schools  demanded  ;  and  there  have  been  some  fourteen  meet- 
ings of  the  Board,  which  have  been  well  attended  with  much 
harmony  and  pleasant  feeling  ;  and  such  plans  have  been 
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adopted  as  we  hope  will  redound  to  the  good  of  the  schools  of 
the  county. 

In  accordance  with  the  law,  the  retiring  Board  advertised 
for  the  election  of  Trustees  on  the  first  Saturday  of  May  ; 
and  in  many  cases  the  Trustees  were  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  respective  districts  ;  and  in  such  cases  as  we  knew  elec- 
tions had  not  been  held,  we  immediately  appointed  Trustees  ; 
but  the  instances  were  few,  considering  the  sudden  change 
from  one  system  to  another. 

On  entering  on  our  duties  we  found  that  the  teachers 
had  been  paid  by  the  average  daily  attendance;  some  liked 
it,  and  those  who  had  small  schools  objected;  to  relieve  them, 
we  made  the  scale  to  correspond  with  the  giade  of  the 
teacher.  The  first  grade  teacher  is  paid  $500,  the  second 
grade  $475,  and  assistant  teachers  $200  per  scholastic  year 
often  months.  To  improve  the  condition  of  the  schools,  the 
Examiner  has  been  careful  to  examine  closely  ;  and  he  has 
not  given  out  more  than  seven  first  grade,  and  thirty  second 
grade  certificates.  All  who  have  been  examined  by  him  and 
passed,  have  not  been  supplied  with  schools,  because  more 
applied  than  could  be  accommodated. 

The  text-books  has  been  materially  changed,  the  printed 
list  of  which  I  send  you,  and  you  will  find  that  they  are  in 
many  cases  such  as  have  been  recommended  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  Normal  School,  who,  we  deemed,  had  made  a  wise  selection, 
especially  in  Grammar  and  Arithmetic. 

No  Teachers'  Institute  has  been  held  ;  but  the  Examiner 
has  urged  on  the  teachers  t  oform  Associations,  which  would 
fit  them  to  perform  their  part  in  an  "  Institute." 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  reference  to  the  establishment 
of  a  State  School  Journal. 

In  a  few  instances  arrangements  have  been  made  to  build 
school  houses,  and  the  people  aid  the  Board  by  contributing, 
in  some  cases,  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  building. 

Few  repairs  have  been  made,  and  a  small  amount  of  furni- 
ture has  been  purchased;  and  I  fear  that  the  calamity  to  the 
county  occasioned  by  the  flood  of  July  24th,  last,  by  the 
destruction  of  the  county  bridges  and  roads,  may,  for  a  time, 


impede  our  progress  in  building;  but  be  assured,  that  we 
will  not  relinquish  our  efforts  to  procure  in  May  next,  all  the 
money  we  can  obtain  from  the  Board  of  County  Commission- 
ers for  school  purposes  generally. 

I  regret  to  say,  that  judging  from  the  quarterly  report  of 
the  schools  made  by  the  Examiner,  the  patrons  of  schools 
are  very  delinquent  in  the  proper  discharge  of  duty. 

Under  the  law  of  1865,  the  schools  had  been  managed  by 
three  Commissioners.  Until  the  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  1867,  there  were  only  five  Election  Districts  ;  at 
that  period  the  sixth  was  laid  out  by  law,  and  consequently 
as  the  schools  were  laid  out  differently  for  three  terms  of  the 
scholastic  year,  and  the  reports  corresponded,  and  one  term 
under  the  system  of  1868,  the  separation  would  add  to  the 
labor  of  the  President  without  corresponding  benefit. 

The  money  received  from  the  State  and  County  (deducting 
the  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  September  30th,  1867,) 
is  $23,565.82,  and  deducting  the  High  School  fund  of  $6,400, 
it  will  make  the  sum  of  $17,165.82,  all  of  which  has  been 
expended  except  $193.05,  which  added  to  the  High  School 
fund  will  make  $6,593.05,  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of 
the  financial  year,  September  30th,  1868,  which  will  more 
fully  appear  from  Table  C,  which  gives  all  the  items  as  de- 
sired by  you. 

The  pay  of  the  examiner  is  $1,000  per  year,  and  the  Com- 
missioners receive  $3  per  day,  and  5  cents  mileage  each  way. 
I  would  be  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  schools  arc  in 
excellent  condition,  but  such  is  not  the  case,  and,  but  two 
reasons  can  be  assigned  for  it.  One  is,  the  indifference  parents 
show  their  children  by  absenting  themselves  from  the  school 
room,  and  leaving  them  to  be  guided  for  weal  or  woe  by  the 
teacher  who  may  do,  as  far  as  they  know  from  observation, 
the  opposite  of  what  they  would  desire  if  they  knew  the  con- 
dition of  the  school. 

The  second  is  the  small  salary  we  are  compelled  to  pay  our 
teachers,  because  we  have  so  small  a  fund  for  our  use,  which 
salary  will  only  hold  the  teacher  until  something  more  lucra- 
tive presents  itself.  The  successful  teacher  should  be  regarded 
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as  a  great  treasure  to  the  community;  and  like  Pliny  of  old, 
they  should  thank  God  that  they  have  a  good  teacher  for 
their  children,  and  they  should  try  and  keep  him,  by  adding 
private  contributions  when  the  Public  School  money  failed. 
We  hope  that  both  these  difficulties  will  be  obviated,  and  that 
parents  will  show  their  children  more  attention  by  frequent- 
ing the  schools  at  least  once  a  term. 

The  other  difficulties  we  will  obviate  by  all  the  means  in 
our  power,  by  calling  on  the  County  Commissioners  to  aid  us 
by  the  levy  of  such  an  amount  as  will  enable  us  to  provide 
more  liberally  for  our  teachers,  who  in  many  instances  are 
excellent  men,  and  worthy  of  better  compensation;  and  we 
believe  the  county  authorities  will  do  their  duty. 

Two  of  our  schools  have  assistant  teachers,  one  at  Savage 
(the  primary  department  being  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Duvall)  and  the  other  about  Poplar  Springs,  the  primary 
department  being  under  the  care  of  Miss  Emma  Davis,  a  stu- 
dent of  the  State  Normal  School.  Both  of  these  ladies  ara 
doing  good  service,  but  to  Miss  Davis  must  be  ascribed  an  ex- 
perience and  aptness  for  teaching  that  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  any  other  teacher  in  the  county.  I  would  be  glad 
that  more  of  our  teachers  were  graduates  of  the  Normal 
School,  which  is  doing  so  much  good  for  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 

Our  school  fund  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1868, 
as  received  from  the  State  tax,  cannot  exceed  $9,643.60,  and- 
thi  State  fund  say  $1,800.00,  making  in  all  the  sum  ef 
$11,443.60.  We  will  have  an  addition  of  $2,111.00  due 
us  by  the  County  Commissioners  as  a  part  of  the  levy  of 
1866,  which  will  make  our  entire  fund  $13,554.60  to  pay  all 
expenses. 

Our  expense  for  books,  &c,  of  the  new  series,  has  so  far 
been  verywlarge  ;  and  at  the  price  fixed  for  the  use  thereof, 
the  outlay  will  exceed  the  receipts  by  at  least  $1,500.00  during 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  1869. 

We  have  divided  the  payment  for  the  use  of  books,  &c, 
into  three  parts  ,  20  cents  for  those  who  are  spelling,  50 
cents  for  those  who  read,  write,  cipher  and  study  the  primary 
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geography,  and  80  cents  for  the  higher  branches  ;  this  is  per 
term,  and  no  parent  can  spend  more  than  $3.20  per  one  year's 
tuition  of  one  pupil,  and  less  as  the  pupil  studies  the  lower 
branches. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  late  President  of  the 
School  Board  under  the  law  of  1865,  I  find  that  for  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1866,  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were 
$12,492.99;  for  the  next  year  1857,  the  amount  paid  for 
salaries  of  teachers  was  $13,059.22  ;  this  year  the  amount 
paid  to  teachers  is  $14,598.08.  Our  expenses  will  be  in- 
creased next  year,  because  more  schools  will  be  added  to  our 
present  number,  and  not  less  than  $15,500.00  will  pay  our 
teachers,  and  adding  the  deficiency  of  $1,500.00  iu  the  sup- 
ply of  books,  that  being  the  supposed  difference  between  the 
cost  and  the  receipts  for  the  use  of  the  same,  the  amount  of 
$17,000.00  will  be  required  for  the  year  1869  ;  for  the  pay 
of  the  Examiner  $1,000.00,  the  Commissioners  per  diem 
$400.00,  and  incidental  expenses  $1,000.00  ;  these  amounts 
will  be  added  to  the  above  $17,000.00,  and  will  make 
$19,400.00,  to  say  nothing  of  the  amount  required  to  build 
school-houses.  The  above  amount  will  show  a  deficiency  of 
nearly  $6,000.00  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Commission- 
ers in  May  1869^  and  unless  we  can  induce  them  to  levy  for 
building  purposes  the  schools  will  be  sadly  retarded. 

Since  May  1865,  no  levy  has  been  made  (except  for  defici- 
encies) for  school  purposes  by  the  county,  more  than  to  pay 
the  School  Board  for  services  rendered,  amounting  to 
$1,200.00  per  year.  Prior  to  1865,  the  levy  of  $7,000.00 
was  made  for  school  purposes  yearly,  and  the  State  fund  was 
nearly  $3,000.00,  which  has  now  been  reduced  to  about 
$1,81)0.00,  because  the  National  Banks  in  the  State  refuse  to 
pay  to  the  State  the  taxes  they  paid  heretofore  for  school 
purposes  when  existing  as  State  Banks.  The  number  of 
pupils  is  gradually  increasing;  in  1866,  the  number  of  differ- 
ent pupils  in  the  schools  was  1,655;  in  1867?  the  number 
was  1,796;  in  1868  the  number  is  1,999. 

The  condition  of  many  of  our  school-houses,  is  such,  that 
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I  hesitate  to  send  you  the  sizes  as  you  desire.  The  majority 
of  them  are  small,  and  but  few  fit  to  be  called  school-houses. 
We  have  had  no  building  fund  ;  but  we  hope  to  induce  the 
County  Commissioners  in  May  next  to  levy  for  such  purposes, 
the  very  largest  amount  they  can  be  prevailed  on  to  levy, 
and  if  we  succeed  as  we  desire,  I  will  be  happy  to  report  to 
you  the  improvement  in  our  county,  such  as  would  result 
from  the  outlay  of  a  few  thousands  in  beautifying  it  by  the 
attractive  and  spacious  school-house  in  the  place  of  the  illy 
contrived  ones  we  now  have  in  too  many  instances. 

SAMUEL  H.  HENKY,  M.  D. 
President  Board  School  Commissioners. 


137 


HOWARD  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30,  18G8. 

No.  of  Schools 30 

"      different  Teachers >'!8 

"  "        Pupils 1,999 

Fall  Winter         Spring     Strmm*r 

Term.  Term.  Term.        -Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll 1,204         1,385         1,507         1,425 

Average  No.  of  Pupils  in  attendance 968  970         1,108         1,038 

Average  No.  studying  Spelling,  1,213;  Reading,  1,094;  Writing,  778;  Arith- 
metic, 675;  Geography,  498;  Grammar,  306;  History,  90;  Book-Keeping,  6; 
Algebra,  7  ;  Natural  Philosophy,  81. 

Amount  expended  for  Teachers'  salaries $14,598  08 

"  "  "    Incidental  expenses 1,094  30 

"  "  <;   Books  and  stationery 921  75 

$16,614  13 

No  report  has  been  received  from  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Howard 
county  of  the  condition  of  the  school-houses  with  regard  to  material,  size,  fencing; 
out-buildings;  furniture,  black-boards,  wall-maps  and  the  separate  expenses  of  each 
school,  as  were  called  for  in  Table  B. 
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HOWARD  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT, 
For  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1868, 

County  School  Tax  for  1866, 
received  in  1868 

State  Free  School  Fund,  1867 
and  1868 

State  Donations  for  High 
School 

Fines  and  Forfeitures 

Teachers'  Certificates 

Book  Fees 

Balance  on  hand  September 
30,  1867 

County  Commissioners  to  pay 
salary  of  the  School  Com- 
missioners and  Secretary 
under  the  law  of  1865 


$8,569 

56 

1,700 

21 

4,682 

72 

6,400  00 
3  66 
3  00 

1,006  67 

862 

10 

1,200 

00 

$24,427 

92 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $14,598  08 

Incid'l  expenses  of  Schools..  1,094  30 

Books  and  Stationery 921  75 

Interest 3  09 

Sal. of  Secretary  and  Treasu- 
rer, under  law  of  1865 300  00 

Salary  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   900  00 

Office  expenses  and  account 

books 17  65 

Balance  on  hand 6,593  05 


$24,427  92 
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HOWARD   COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1868. 


o 
o 
-a 

02 

6 
S5 

5 

to 
a 

Eh 

DQ 

to 

c 

'-5 
a 
u 

B 

Arithmetic. 

Geography. 

u 

a 

s 

ad 

'3 

>> 
U 

O 
CO 

tio 

a 

ST 

0 

0 

< 

p< 

0 

0 

la 

PL- 

1 

l 
i< 

ii 
ii 

2 

ii 

ii 

ii 
i. 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 

3 

ii 

•  i 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 

50 
35 
28 
50 
75 
40 
30 
75 
00 
55 
25 
25 
30 
50 
60 
45 
25 
35 
40 
30 
30 
30 
20 
30 
40 
40 
40 
60 
30 
30 

5(i 
34 
26 
48 
70 
36 
30 
65 
50 
50 
25 
20 
30 
40 
55 
40 
20 
30 
411 
25 
26 
25 
15 
25 
35 
34 
35 
60 
30 
25 

40 
31 

20 
38 
50 
20 
20 
50 
40 
40 
15 
15 
15 
30 
40 
20 
15 
20 
20 
20 
22 
20 
15 
20 
20 
18 
16 
40 
20 
18 

38 
25 
15 
28 
40 
18 
16 
40 
30 
28 
20 
15 
15 
25 
30 
20 
20 
20 
20 
18 
20 
20 
15 
20 
20 
18 
16 
40 
15 
10 

30 
20 
10 
18 
30 
15 
12 
20 
20 
25 
15 
15 
1U 
20 
20 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
14 
15 
12 
15 
16 
14 
12 
20 
15 
10 

25 
15 
10 
12 
15 
10 
12 
15 
15 
20 

ie 
10 

i< 

15 
15 
10 
10 
10 
10 

10 

8 
10 

8 
10 
12 
10 

8 

15 
10 

6 

10 

6 

IS 

2 

', 

3 

4 

4 

6 

t 

8 

1 

2 

15 
6 

10 

3 

«, 

4 

6 

6 

6 

10 

8 

9 

10 

11 

5 
5 

% 

1 

r, 

2 

3 

6 
4 
6 
6 

2 

', 

4 

5 

2 

2 

6 

4 

7 

8 

5 
10 

] 

r, 

9 

1(1 

10 

11 

1,213 

1,094 

778 

675 

498 

356 

90 

6 

7 

81 

142 


KENT  COUNTY. 


SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 

No.  of  School-houses,  (brick,  4  ;  frame,  31,) 35 

"      fenced  Lots 4 

"   ■  houses  with  out-buildings 20 

t!  "         "    good  furniture 14 

Average  No.  of  Wall-maps,  1  each. 

No.  of  Scholars  on  Roll 1,152 

Average  number  studying  Spelling,  1,041 :   Reading,  964  ;   Writing,  762  ;    Arith- 
metic, 717 ;    Geography,  482  ;    Grammar,  297  ;    History,  105  ;    Philosophy,  16. 

Amount  paid  for  Teachers'  salaries,  Summer  Term,  1868 $3,788  10 

"  "       "  Incidental  expenses 30  47 

$3,818  57 

The  statistics  of  the  Fall,  Winter  and  Spring  Terms  cannot  now  be  furnished  for 
the  reason  that  the  late  Board  of  School  Commissioners  left  no  record-books  nor 
papers  from  which  the  necessary  information  can  be  obtained,  W.  F.  M. 
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RENT  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT, 
From  May  1st,  1868,  to  Sept.  30th,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State   School   Tax    for    1865, 

1866  and  1867 $1,458  69 

State  Free  School  Fund,  July 

15,  1868 2,020  91 

Rook  Fees 287  20 

Judgment   vs.    J.   N.   Moffett, 

including  interest 406  6( 

Amount  handed  over  by  late 

Board 2,139  74 

Balance  due  Treasurer 155  62 

Total $6,468  82 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teacher's  Salaries $6,028  28 

Incidental  expenses  of  Schools,  73  97 
Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasurer 

and  Exam'r  to  Aug.  1,  1868,  250  00 
Office  expenses,  account  books, 

postage  and  freight 75  24 

Fees  paid  counsel  of  late  Board,  40  33 


Total $6,468  82 


144 


-rang  joj  S9U 

-V\12S    ,SJ8qOB9X 

1  CO     -oooooooo     • 
<mo    .mmocomoio©    : 

|    —  co     !  im  io  o  M  n  n  a  li     : 

I    (jO      •CDOOCOce^l-OOCO      ; 

^.             .  rH          CM          rt                             . 

lO  O  O  O  O  O  O 

j>  io  in  10  io  to  10 

l>HrtHHtOC5 

162  50 
112  50 
162  50 
162  50 

aqj  'joj  sjiflnd 

:  1    : 

•       •* 

S  a 
02 

9§T!.l9Ay 

•noaHo 

1— 

•     -j—  .—  i— i  -3*  co  i—  r-  09 

ocomi-i'nmtDcDrHNCc 

CC}i-lCNI-'T"*(M-<*'<M(MCOmCC 

aStuaAy 

•noauo 

—    a 

•90,113341; 

3S-BJ8AV 

•II°H  u0 

•99,11  a^ve 

I[TBp 
93^J3AV 

'IPH  "0 

w 
H 

o 

«« 
m 
H 

o 

H 

S 

de 

Cj 

C 
i-s 

I 
c 

a 

> 

£ 

5 
i 

15 

eS  : 

2  • 
'3    : 
X!    : 
d,    '. 

le 

ce  i-. 

Cj    C3 

03  /= 

C 
V 

c 

Q 

~co 

s 

©    : 
a    : 
o    • 

t3   oj 

£  © 

rK    oj 
^    S 

CC  >i- 

.n      . 

j   : 

X) 

o 

a 

% 

t 

o 

s 

o 
O 

i 

r. 

I  b 
U 

c 

tc 

m 
I 

E 

s 

o 
« 

"5 

« 

EC 

ca 

"d 

en 

o 

a 

09 
OT 

P 

o 

1 — '  r 
CO  - 

5. 

>  ; 
u 

:  c 

.     Cv 

:  -5 
•  d 
.  i 

§5 

s  == 
=  s 

u 

OJ 

w 

o 
oj 

CJ 

x: 
a 

a 

d 

o 
□s 

X 

09 

>-5 

o 
-c 
"3 
? 

<i 

d 
jj 

c 

C 

CJ 
T3 
C 
CJ 

c 
K 

CO 

Cj 

X 

0J 

d 

0 

"o  „ 

J    o 
9  "3 

3  5 

Cj 

se 

PC 
DC 
K 

X. 

Cj 

O 
03 

a 

.a 

Cj 

■a 

o 

a 

o3 
u 
03 
!Z3 

o 
o 
a 
o 

o 

53 
O 

■«! 
O 

o 

h-1 

= 

c 

h 
C 

a 

09 

| 

a 

c 

h 

B 

a 

co     • 

t3    : 
«    : 
o    : 

tf    : 

M    i 
oa    : 

">>  : 

CJ       . 
CO       • 
co    CO 

ss  <s 

Set 

?  is 

£    cj 

£;o2 

co 

d 

s3 

UQ 

S3 

o 

o3 

d 

o 

o 
u 

a 

Z 
a 

o 

03 

o 

Cv 
X 

o 

o 

e3 

'5 

c 

p 

o 

o 

00 

'S 

CJ 

d 

d 

HI 

J- 
g- 

d 

->    • 

v     ■ 

5    : 

a    : 

-    0 

CO 

p 

o 
bx 

.9 

o 
09 

a 

Eh 

eg 

-a 
03 

O1 

a 

Sz 

d 

0 

=-. 

CJ 

d 

0 
C3 

CO 

03 

Q 

c 

CJ 

o 

s 

O 

T3 

03 

o 

:  /«: 

■    o 

:  b 
;Sz; 

!    t-. 

.     CJ 

:  M 

•     71 

:  a 

^ 

d 
o 

CJ 

00 

CJ 

X! 
O 

2 

•!jouiST(i  [  »-«3  =  3'5  s  S   <M^33  =  rc:-   m-  -  ;:  -   ■*;: 

•[ooq 

>SJ°'°N  J 

^ 

ri 

CO  -* 

Id 

(0 

i- 

I—" 

(M 

M 

-CH 

Id   CJ 

?  i- 

00 

rt 

IN 

CO 

-t  K 

J    H 

c^ 

CO 

■*  l 

145 


•uijax  J3tn 
-rang  10}  sau 

©  c 
c-i  co 

c 

IT 
IT 

c 

IT 

c  <c 
ic  tr 

C<1  <N 

S 
ic 

CO 

c 

CI 

c 

CI 

c 

c 

IC 

C-l 

o 

00 
00 
i- 

n 

ax\%  ioj  sndnd 

•  l 

A 

8  a 

S  w 
02  "^ 

•aa,u9HB 

iipp 
oSvaaAV 

C 

•n°a  no 

■*onffiooiS!Ot-oc 

CO 

£  b 

•93,U9^B 

A"j;pp 
9StJJ9Ay 

'IPH  n0 

as 
H  B 

S5    OS 
~    K 
£fcH 

•9D,n9}^B 

A*[Itfp 
9SBJ9AV 

IPH  ^0 

•90,U9;|B 
A*ITT!p 

aS^JOAV 

'IIOH  n0 

Name  of  Teacher. 

o>   0. 

Is   £ 

OS    c 
DQi- 

'  a 

>^ 

t 

| 

•- 

c 

1 

si 

c 

a 

£ 

■  a 

> 

< 

c 

c 

C 

5 

b 

B 

Jx 

>- 

•  c 

.  r 

E 

T 

a 

T 

% 

B 
& 
« 

> 

:  t 

:£ 

:  c 

:  c 

:P 

3  -r 
__L 
i,- 

:    E 
-    c 

■c 

c 
c 
c 

- 

a 

0 

••- 

> 

•3 

o 
o 

n 

u 
CQ 

&. 
o 

O 

B 

h5 

d 

o 

t* 
<o  * 

8  ! 

-O    C 

«     0 

:  ^ 

•    : 

'•   a 

J  + 
>.! 

!  e 

a  s 

a     1 
it 

=  fit 

3.2  -i 

-   to  ; 

a  cs  c 

1  ,i 

3  § 

iJ 

30 

h 

j  a 
:  | 

5 
> 

r  g 
1  c 
5   a 
-   a 

:  r 

i 
! 

4 

1 

:  a 

'J      U 

I  Jl 

1  a 

•    9 

:  b 
:  t 

\& 
'■  £ 

)   c 
-  a 

Jc 

i  ? 

:  ; 

)» 

1 
0 

1 

i 

1 

i 
i 

) 
) 

•1001] 

og  jo  -ox 

1  m  « 

3  i- 

-   0 

3  ^H  C 

]    CI 

:  -: 

h  IC 

3  « 

-  t 

-  cr 

j 

10 


146 


KENT  COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  September,  18G8, 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Schools ',.'■ 

11     different  Teachers.....,, ......*.' 

"       Pupils » Not  reported 

Fall  Winter  Spring         Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term.  lVrm- 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll 1,532  1,872  1,707  1,551 

Average  attendance Not  reported. 

Average  No.  studying -Spelling,  1,650;   Rending,  1,027  ;   Writing,  1,465 ;   Arith- 
metic, 1,266;  Geography,  800  ;   Grammar,  605  ;    History,  104  ;    Book-Keeping, 
12;  Algebra.  17;  Natural  Philosophy,  53;  Object  Lessons,  49;  Map-Drawing 
36;    Physical  Geography,   2;    Latin,  4;    Geometry  5 ;    Composition,  3;    Kty- 
mology,  6  ;  Chemistry,  8, 

No.  of  School-houses,  51,  (log,  12;   frame,  22;   brick,  1;  not  reported,  16.) 
Average  size  of  School-houses,  18x24, 

"        height  of  ceiling,  9j  feet. 

"        size  of  School-lot,  half  acre. 

Total  No.  of  Wall-maps , , n 

■\'o.  of  Lots  fenced ,  , i 

"     School-houses  having  out-buildings 1  [ 

"         "  "       good  furniture , ,., ..,,.22 

Average  amount  of  lllack-board  surface  to  each  school,  15  square  feet. 

Total  amount  paid  for  Teachers'  salaries. .,,...$16,072  32 

"       Incidental  expenses.... ,.,,,,,.... .,....,,.         621  46 

"  "       Books  and  stationery, ,,,,,, .,,,., ,,,,,,, „„,, ,,„,,,,        404  \? 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

Of  the  late  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Montgomery  County,  for  financial  year 
beginning  July  1st,  1867. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  previous  year's 

receipts $310  49 

Sept.  12,  Public  School  Tax, 

(1st  instalment) 2,921  43 

Sept.  12,  balance  State  School 

Tax  from  1866 589  16 

Sept.  12,  balance  State  School 

Tax  from  1865 49  44 

Oct.  16,  from  previous  Board 
of  School  Commissioners, 
per  Wm.  Reed,  tax  collec- 
tor          133  00 

Nov.  27,  from  previous  Board 
of  School  Commissioners, 
per  J.  M.  Veirs,  tax  collec- 
tor          249  82 

1868,  Jan.  22,  Public  School 
Tax,  (2d  instalment) 2,921  43 

April  18,  Public  School  Tax, 

(3d  instalment) 2,921  43 

Total $10,096  20 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $8,011  67 

Advertising 33  75 

Paym't  of  loan,  with  interest,  418  00 

Insurance  interest 24  30 

Balance  due  on  book  account,  159  50 

Interest  on  same 7  68 

Bal'ce  due  on  build' g  houses,  165  00 

Repairs 45  47 

Stationery,  &c 13  14 

Sundries  for  schools  byH.  A. 

Pumphrey 3  00 

Sundries  for  schools  by  W.  H. 

Farquahr 1  75 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer   300  00 

Extra  clerical  work 10  00 

Secretary,  Treasu'r,  &c,  new 

Board 902  94 

Totd $10,096  20 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

For  the  year  ending  September  30tk,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS 


State  School  Tax $11,443 

State  Free  School  Fund 3,587 

From  book  fees 404 

[Balance  "showing  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  Board  of 
School  Commi'rs  when  the 
present  incumbents  came 
into  office.  This  amount 
was  borrowed  May,  1868."]  3,661 


73  Teachers'  salaries $16,072  32 

28  Incidental  expenses  of  schools,  521  46 

19jBooksand  stationery 180  32 

[Building  school-houses 165  00 

Repairing          "           45  47 

Furnishing         "           21  00 

Interest 79  40 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu'r 

and  Examiner 810  10 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   1,097  31 

Insurance    on    school-houses 

and  furniture 24  30 

Advertising 33  75 

Office  expenses 45  98 


Total $19,096  41 


Total $19,096  41 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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PRINCE  GEORGE   COUNTY. 


JOHN   H.  BAYNE,  President.  Dr.  STONE,  Secretary,   $c. 


I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  tabular  statement 
of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Prince  George 
County,  showing  the  condition  of  its  Public  Schools  for  the 
year  ending  July  15th,  1868.  For  the  brevity  and  unsatis- 
factory character  of  this  communication  I  must  offer  in  ex- 
tenuation, in  the  first  place,  my  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  the 
duty  and  responsibility  of  furnishing  a  written  report  would 
devolve  upon  me.  And  in  the  second  place,  my  physical  in- 
capacity at  this  time  to  write,  owing  to  protracted  disease. 
My  official  connection  with  the  old  Board  expired  on  the 
15th  of  last  July. 

Public  sentiment  is  modifying  in  favor  of  the  Primary 
School  system,  and  I  believe  the  opinion  is  now  universally 
prevalent  that  during  the  last  three  years,  or  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  schools  under  the  old  law,  more  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  improvement  of  teachers,  schools  and 
school-houses,  than  in  any  preceding  ten  years  of  our  school 
history.  From  past  progress  and  present  indications  we  have 
abundant  encouragement  to  press  forward  in  the  noble  work 
until  every  impediment  is  removed,  and  until  educational 
advantages  and  facilities  are  so  multiplied  that  every  child 
in  the  land  may  have  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  sound 
and  practical  education.  But  in  order  to  enlarge  the  field  of 
improvement  and  make  progress  more  sure  and  rapid,  it  wTill 
be  necessary  to  see  that  the  new  law  is  faithfully  executed. 
We  must  sustain  it  energetically  in  order  to  give  it  vitality 
and  efficacy.  Our  modes  of  instruction  must  be  conducted 
with  reference  to  the  true  philosophy  of  teaching,  and  rigidly 
adhered  to.     And  for  the  consummation  of  this  end,  we  must 
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not  forget  that  one  of  the  most  effective  agencies,  after  the 
employment  of  competent  teachers,  is  the  erection  of  com- 
fortable school-houses. 

School  Houses. — Two  school-houses  worthy  of  note  havo 
been  erected  during  the  year  1868.  The  one  in  Spalding's 
district  has  been  built  on  an  acre  of  land  donated  to  the  county 
by  our  liberal  and  estimable  friend,  Mr.  T.  Owen  Berry.  It 
is  built  after  the  plan  under  the  old  law.  It  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  most  substantially  built  houses  in  the  county, 
and  is  located  near  the  public  road  in  a  beautiful  grove. 
The  other  is  a  more  commodious  and  imposing  edifice,  and 
is  located  in  the  flourishing  village  of  Laurel.  It  is  already 
in  successful  operation,  numbering  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pupils,  and  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  many  more. 
This  house  is  a  monument  alike  creditable  to  the  county  and 
the  people  of  that  enterprising  and  prosperous  community. 
In  the  erection  of  this  building,  we  are  indebted  to  a  combi- 
nation of  county  beneficence  and  individual  benevolence. 
And  to  no  one  individual  are  the  citizens  of  Laurel  more  in- 
debted than  to  its  distinguished  and  indefatigable  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Tiffany;  he  has  ardently  devoted  himself  to  this 
educational  enterprise,  and  we  trust  that  he  may  long  be 
continued  among  its  active  and  faithful  custodians. 

I  regret  to  state,  under  this  division,  that  there  are  many 
school-houses  in  the  county  still  in  a  very  dilapidated  and 
uncomfortable  condition. 

Teachers. — I  am  truly  gratified  to  repeat  in  this  my  last 
annual  report,  that  our  corps  ot  teachers  (with  few  excep- 
tions) are,  for  strict  fidelity  to  duty  and  rectitude  of  character, 
entitled  to  our  warmest  commendations;  and  nothing  affords 
me  more  heartfelt  pleasure  than  the  information  that  our  new 
appointee  to  the  examinership  has  thought  proper  to  retain 
nearly  all  in  their  present  positions. 

Although  the  compensation  allowed  the  teachers  of  our 
county  is  inadequate  to  support  them  comfortably,  still  it  is 
some  evidence  of  the  progress  and  favorable  development  of 
our  system,  to  know  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  our  Board  of 
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County  Commissioners,  fifty  dollars  were  added  per  year,  to 
the  teachers'  salaries.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  same 
ratio  that  we  increase  the  pay  of  the  teachers,  will  we  be 
able  to  elevate  tne  standard  of  requirements.  Better  salaries 
will  not  only  be  incentives  to  the  present  teachers  to  improve- 
ment, but  will  attract  greater  talent  from  abroad. 

Books  and  Studies. — In  nearly  all  of  the  schools  we  have 
succeeded  in  introducing  a  strict  uniformity  in  books,  and 
the  plan  is  being  completed.  On  the  score  of  economy,  and 
to  avoid  confusion  in  the  introduction  of  another  new  system 
of  books,  our  Board,  at  its  last  meeting,  deemed  it  inexpedient, 
at  least  for  the  present,  to  make  many  changes.  In  some  of 
the  schools  of  the  county,  English  Grammar,  Geography, 
Mental  Arithmetic,  Natural  Philosophy,  and  other  branches 
have  been  successfully  introduced,  where  they  were  never 
taught  before. 

In  some  localities  where  the  population  is  becoming  more 
dense,  and  schools  very  full  of  pupils,  teachers  will  necessarily 
resort  more  to  the  mode  of  oral  teaching,  which  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  be  reciprocally  beneficial  to  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Public  examinations  seem  to  be  increasing  in  favor  and 
importance;  many  of  the  schools,  prior  to  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, held  public  examinations  and  exhibitions  which  attracted 
large  audiences.  They  went  off  with  great  eclat,  and  also 
received  commendations  in  the  public  prints  of  the  county. 

Conclusion. —  Although  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  cause  of  primary  education,  it  may  still  be  said 
very  properly  that  we  have  just  taken  some  of  the  initiatory 
steps,  and  we  have  yet  the  great  work  to  perform,  and  I  do 
most  earnestly  recommend  the  cause  to  the  protecting  care  of 
the  people,  trusting  that  no  false  economy  will  be  exercised 
by  withholding  a  liberal  support,  and  thereby  retarding  the 
progress  of  this  noble  system. 

JOHN  H.  BAYNE, 
President  Board  School  Commissioners. 
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PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 

No.  of  different  Schools 45 

"       months  open 10 

Fall  Winter        Spring    Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term.        Term. 

No.  of  Scholars  on  Roll 1,338  1,382        1,361      1,306 

"    different  Scholars  for  the  year,  1,806. 
Average  daily  attendance  not  reported. 

No.  of  Pupils  studying  the  different  branches  not  reported. 

Expenses  of  each  separate  School  not  reported. 

Condition  of  School-houses,  out-buildings,  furniture,  &c,  not  reported. 


•  FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  (he  year  ending  July  31s*,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  July,  1867..  $1,569  83 
State  School  Tax  for  1867....  14,169  62 
Balance  "        "     "    1866....         772  62 

State  Free  School  Fund 2,104  85 

"      Donations 400  00 

Interest  on  investments 87  50 

Principal  of  investments  col- 
lected, interest  and  costs  on 

judgment 1,971  34 

Balance  due  Treasurer 71  64 


51,147  40 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teacher's  salaries $14,995  53 

Incidental  expenses  of  schools,  1,191  22 

Books  and  stationery 393  55 

Building  school-houses 2,452  10 

Repairing     "           "     370  84 

Furnishing  "             "     478   16 

Academies 650  00 

Salaries  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner 500  00 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners from  May  to  July, 

1868 66  00 

Land  for  school-house 50  00 

$21,147  40 
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QUEEN  ANNE   COUNTY. 


SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Schools 45 

"     School-houses  (frame,  29  ;    log,  8  ;    brick,  6;) 43 

"         "  "       having  out-buildings 3 

"         "  "  "       good  furniture 3 

"    fenced  Lots,  none. 

Average  amount  of  Black-board  surface,  15  square  feet  each. 

No.  of  Wall-maps,  one  each. 
"  different  Teachers,  63. 
"  "       Pupils  not  reported. 

Fall  Winter  Spring  Summer 

Term.  Term.  Term.  Term. 

Number  of  Pupils  on  Roll 1,155  1,480  1,531     No  report. 

Average  attendance  not  reported. 

No.  studying  Spelling,  1,483;  Reading,  1,295;  Writing,  1,019;  Arithmetic,  944 ; 
Geography,  549  ;  Grammar,  404;  History,  228  ;  Book-keeping,  2  ;  Algebra,  3; 
Philosophy,  9. 

Amount  expended  from  June  30,  1867,  to  April  15,  1868  : 

For  Teachers'  salaries $13,013  65 

"    Incidental  expenses 856  94 

"   Books  and  stationery 442  41 


Total $14,313  00 
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STATEMENT 

Of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  part  of  the  year  beginning  August  1st,  1868,  and 
ending  May  5<A,  1868, 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands 

July  31st,  1867 $3,971  29 

Sept'r  3,  cash  for at  Q. 

Town 82  50 

Oct'r   15,   cash  of  Treasurer 

Public  School  Tax 3,136  99 

1868,  Jan.  20,  cash  of  Treas. 

Public  School  Tax 2.574  27 

April   17,  ca3h  of  Treasurer 

Public  School  Tax 2,574  27 

Jan'y  23,  dividend  from  E. 

N.  Bank 507  50 

April   17,  cash  for  Academic 

Fund,., 400  00 

County  Tax  for  Commission- 
ers'salaries 1,750  00 

$14,996  82 


Teachers'  salaries $13,182  69 

Repairing  school  at  Q.  Town,  53  98 

President  and  Commission'rs,  1,055  28 

Secretary  and  Treasurer 422  11 

Incidents,  books,  stationery, 

printing,   &c *..  226  69 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  56  07 


$14,996  82 


11 
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QUEEN  ANNE  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
from  May  6tk  to  September  30th,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


gtate  School  Tax  for  1868,  not  (Teachers'  salaries 

received  by  old  Board $1,798  32|Books  and  stationery 

State  Free  School  Fund 2.148  05} Treasurer's  salary,  in  part. 

Interest  on  investments 507  50  Printing. 

From  W.  J.    Gibson,    former 

Treas.,  balance  in  his  hand. 
School  Board  of  Caroline  co.; 


I  Miscellaneous 

56  07 [Per  diem  of  Commissioners.... 

133  33  i  Balance,  as  of  September  30, 

1868 

§4,643  27  


1,002  94 
13  72 
283  33 
54  50 
41  65 
90  00 

157  n 

$4,643  27 
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QUEEN  ANNE  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY 


Princess  Anne,  Md.,  Dec.  29th,  1368. 

Prop.  M.  A.  Newell, 

Principal  State  Normal  School : 

Dear  Sir : — Enclosed  please  find  my  reports.  Chiefly 
owing  to  the  division  of  the  county,  I  find  myself  totally  un- 
able to  'make  any  report  of  the  operations  of  the  late  School 
Board  of  Somerset  County,  and  have  been  compelled  to  con- 
fine it  to  the  fractional  Summer  Term  taught  under  our 
direction.  The  suspension  of  the  schools  for  a  portion  of 
That  term  rendered  the  attendance  during  the  remainder 
very  slim.  Every  thing,  however,  is,  I  think,  now  working 
smoothly. 

WM.  C.  HANDY,  Treasurer  and  Examiner. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Schools 39 

"      Teachers 42 

"      Pupils  for  Fall,  Winter  and  Spring  Terms,  not  reported. 

"      on  Roll  for  Summer  Term 1,330 

Average  daily  attendance 957 

No,  of  Pupils  studying  Spelling,  1,262;  Reading,  997;  Writing,  814;  Arith- 
metic, 656;  Geography,  402  ;  Grammar,  160;  History,  132  ;  Book-keeping,  10  ; 
Algebra,  19;  Philosophy,  48;  Latin,  26;  Greek,  5. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  forl867,&c. $1,576  23 

State  Free  School  Fund 1,728  07 

State  Donation 400  00 

Dredging  licenses 1,396  50 

Book  fees 24  40 

Krom  old  Board 9  51 


Total $5,134  71 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries $1,698  34 

Incidental" expenses  of  schools,         39  06 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner 140  00 

Per  Diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners        243  00 

Office    expenses  and    account 

books 55  33 

Debt  due  Teachers  by  the  old 
Board  and  paid  by  present 
Board 2,112  05 

[Balance  on  hand.     N.] 846  93 

Total $5,134  71 
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ST.  MARYS   COUNTY. 

No  Report. 
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TALBOT   COUNTY. 


Dr.  A.  W.  NEAL,  President,        A.  W.  CHAPLAIN,  Secretary,  $c. 


The  tabular  reports  transmitted  from  this  office  on  the 
first  day  of  November  ultimo,  exhibit,  in  brief,  the  condition 
of  the  schools  in  this  county  during  the  scholastic  year  just 
closed,  1867,  '68. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  average  attendance  of  the 
pupils  during  the  year  has  been  so  exceedingly  low.  The 
system  of  special  school  superintendence  we  find  to  be  a  most 
admirable  means  of  reaching  teachers  and  pupils  ;  but,  as 
yet,  no  means  have  been  devised  whereby  we  may  reacli  the 
people.  The  persons  for  the  benefits  of  whose  children  the 
establishment  of  Public  Schools  was  primarily  intended,  are 
those  who  avail  themselves  least,  we  believe,  of  the  advan- 
tages that  our  Primary  Schools  afford. 

This  Board  has  been  chiefly  concerned,  since  the  time  of 
its  induction  into  office,  about  the  solution  of  the  problem, 
"How  is  a  more  regular  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils  at 
school  to  be  brought  about  and  steadily  improved  until  the 
highest  possible  average  has  been  reached  ?"  and  towards 
this  eud  we  are  using  our  best  endeavors.  If  it  be  true  as  a 
rule  that  efficient  teachers  ensure  large  and  well  attended 
scho  Is,  this  Board  resolved  not  to  issue  at  ihejirst  examina- 
tion '>j'  candidates,  any  certificates  for  more  than  one  year,  a 
suffij  ','iit  probation,  we  thought,  for  any  teacher,  and  cer- 
tain! <[uite  long  enough  for  any  community  to  endure  the 
coiin •  .juent  ills  of  inefficiency. 

T.i  s  Board  found  it  a  thing  impossible  to  organize,  and 
get  matters  in  working  order  under  the  new  School  Law  at 
two  sittings  of  a  day  each,  at  least  for  the  first  two  quarters, 
although  it  is  not  improbable  that  we  may  hereafter  come  very 
little-  short  of  transacting  all   business  at  our  regular  quart- 
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erly  meetings.  Six  meetings  of  the  Hoard  Lave  so  far  been 
set  apart  fur  the  sole  purpose  of  examiuing  candidates  for 
teachers'  certificates  ;  and  several  have  been  held  for  other 
special  purposes.  All  of  these  have  been  independent  of  the 
regular  quarterly  meetings. 

School  Trustees  were  elected  in  most  of  the  school  districts 
in  our  county,  and  the  proceedings  promptly  reported  to 
this  Board.  Elections  for  Trustees  were  not  held  in  a  few  only 
of  the  sparsely  settled  districts  ;  and  appointments  were  made 
for  these  by  the  Board. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  present  scholastic  year  the  Board 
resolved,  that  the  minimum  salary  of  teachers  of  the  first 
grade  should  be  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($450,)  and 
the  minimum  salary  of  teachers  of  the  second  grade,  three 
hundred  and  fity  dollars,  ($350.)  Since  that  time  the  scale 
of  salaries  for  the  present  scholastic  year  has  been  definitely 
fixed.  We  pay  all  of  our  second  grade  teachers  four  hundred 
dollars,  ($400,)  apiece.  Twenty-five  per  cenlum  of  our 
teachers  are  first  grade  ;  and  to  these  we  pay  various  sums, 
from  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150  )  to  five  hundred 
dollars  ($500  )  To  the  Principal  of  our  High  School  we  pay 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  in  money,  and  give  him  the 
free  use  of  the  handsome  property  connected  with  the  High 
School  building  as  a  residence  for  his  family.  It  must  not 
be  supposed  that  there  are  no  adventitious  aids  to  the  sup- 
port of  our  Primary  School  teachers.  Many  of  our  teachers 
have  pleasant  homes  provided  for  them  in  elegant  and  refined 
families,  free  of  all  cost ;  and  several,  in  addition,  receive  as 
much  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ($150,)  raised  either 
by  subscription  or  an  assessment  upon  the  patrons  of  the 
school. 

The  Board  has  continued  the  use  of  the  old  text  books 
with  the  exception  of  "Wilson's  Readers"  and  "Quacken- 
bos'  Grammar."  All  fees  for  books  and  stationery  have  been 
remitted  ;  and  every  thing  is  furnished  free,  both  to  the  Pri- 
mary Schools  and  the  High  School. 

The  Board  resolved  in  August  last,  that  in  all  cases  where 
districts  elect  to  build  new  school-houses,  they  shall  be  paid 
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for  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  upon  the  assessable  property  of  the 
school  district.  This  is  tantamount  to  a  continuance  of  the 
old  practice  in  this  county  of  providing  for  new  school-houses 
by  local  taxation.  Furniture  and  repairs  will  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  general  fund. 

The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  has  levied  for  the  use 
of  the  Public  Schools  the  sum  we  asked  for,  viz  :  eleven  thou- 
sand dollars.  We  cannot  ascrihe  too  much  praise  to  our 
County  Board  for  its  hearty  co-operation,  and  the  prompt 
and  generous  manner  in  which  it  has  stepped  forward  with 
relief  whenever  we  have  required  pecuniary  aid. 

A.  CHAPLAIN,  Secretary,  etc. 
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TALBOT  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  School-houses  (brick,  1;    log,  1;  frame,  39;) 41 

"        "   Lots  fenced 11 

"        "       "     unfenced 30 

"        "  School-houses  having  out-buildings 5 

"        "        "  "       without  "  36 

"        "        "  "       having  good  furniture 22 

"        "        "  "       without    "       "  19 

"        ''  Wall-maps 47 

Average  amount  of  Black-board  surface  to  each  School,  square  feet 50 

Number  of  different  Pupils  for  year 2,1 19 

Fall        Winter       Spring   Summer 
Term.        Term.         Term.       Term. 

Number  of  different  Pupils 1,270       1,536       1,650       1,681 

Average  daily  attendance  of  Pupils 657  632  841  901 

Number  of  Pupils  studying  Spelling,  1,511;  Beading,  1,490;  Writing,  1,857; 
Arithmetic,  1,232;  Geography,  785;  Grammar,  504;  History,  243;  Book- 
keeping, 23;  Algebra,  54;  Philosophy,  28;  Latin,  28;  Geometry,  3;  French 
21. 

Expenses,  including  High  School : 

Teachers'  salaries $17,771  24 

Incidental  expenses 1,759  45 

Books  and  stationery..... 1,494  05 

$21,024  74 
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TALBOT  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  September  ZOlh,  1868. , 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1867... 
County  School  Tax  for  1867, 

State  Free  School  Fund 

State  Donations 

Teachers'  certi  ficatcs 

From  Book  Fees 

Tuition — High  School  Pupils, 
Over  payments  to  school  offi- 
cers and  teachers 

Discounts  on  drafts 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


59,124  12  Teachers' salaries $16,171  24 

8.272  44  Incidental   expenses 1,548  01 

2J541   54  Books  and  stationery 1,104  09 

400  OOjFurmshing  school-houses 318  71 

2  OOIIighSchool 2,005  0T 

904  06  Interest— discount  on  drafts..  41  33 
689  28  Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner 500  00 

34  90  Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
si 08      sioners 1C2  00 

Office  expenses   and   account 

books 83  2rt 

S.  A.  Harrison,  on  account  of 

Institute 55  35 

Teachers'  certif.  and  blank  re- 
ports   30  62 

Advertising  accounts 17  45 

Balance 2  26 


Total $22,039  42 


Total $22,039  42 
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TALBOT  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


G.  W.  SMITH,  President.       P.  A.  WITMER,  Secretary,   £c. 


We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Public  Schools  of  Washington  county,  for  the  scholastic  year 
ending  June  30th,  1868.  There  having  been  no  county  levy 
for  school  purposes  for  the  years  1867,  '8,  our  Public  Schools 
were  closed  on  the  31st  of  January,  having  been  kept  in 
operation  only  five  months.  A  comparison  of  the  statistics 
accompanying  this  report,  Table  A,  with  statistics  heretofore 
submitted  to  the  State  Superintendent,  will  show  that  a  larger 
number  of  different  pupils  were  in  attendance  upon  the 
schools  for  the  five  months  ending  January  31st,  than  has 
been  reported  in  any  previous  year,  an  encouraging  indica- 
tion of  the  continued  prosperity  of  our  schools,  and  their  en- 
larged capabilites  for  usefulness. 

The  total  receipts  for  school  purposes,  as  per  Treasurer's 
Keport,  Table  C,  for  the  financial  year  ending  June  30th, 
1868,  were  thirty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars 
and  ninety-seven  cents,  ($34,604.97.)  The  disbursements 
for  the  same  period  amount  to  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  dollars  and  three  cents,  ($37,571.03.) 
To  which  should  properly  be  added  the  salary  of  County 
Superintendent,  and  per  diem  of  former  Commissioners,  to 
be  paid  by  the  County  Commissioners,  and  estimated  at  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  ($1,480.00,)  mak- 
ing a  total  of  thirty-nine  thousand  fifty-one  dollars  and  three 
cents,  ($39,051.03.) 

Of  the  above  amount,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  ($10,253.14) 
was  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  school-houses  and  the 
purchase  of  sites,  leaving  the  balance  of  twenty-eight  thou- 
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sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents,  as  the  actual  cost  of  the  schools  proper. 

The  average  number  of  schools  in  operation  during  the 
five  months  will  be  found  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
and  the  cost  per  school,  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars 
and  five  cents,  or  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  ten  cents  per  scholastic  year  of  ten  months.  The 
cost  of  each  scholar  is  four  dollars  and  ten  cents,  or  eight  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents  per  year. 

Many  of  the  school-houses  in  the  county  are  in  bad  condi- 
tion, and  the  present  Board  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
expending  a  considerable  sum  for  repairs  and  new  buildings. 
Believing,  however,  that  good  houses  are  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  the  success  of  any  school  system,  the  Board  has 
appropriated  the  very  liberal  sum  of  forty-seven  thousand 
dollars  for  repairs,  and  the  erection  of  new  houses  for  the 
current  year.  Some  of  these  houses  have  already  been  built, 
and  others  are  in  process  of  completion. 

The  people  are  energetically  supporting  the  efforts  of  the 
Board  to  supply  good  houses,  and  we  anticipate  the  most 
gratifying  results  from  the  economical  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation  made,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  we 
may  point  with  satisfaction  to  the  substantial  and  well  con- 
structed houses  throughout  our  county. 

After  good  houses,  the  next  desideratum  is  good  teachers. 
The  Board  have  made  every  effort  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  best  teachers  ;  and  have  succeded  in  placing  in  the  schools 
a  corps  of  the  teachers,  who,  it  is  believed,  will  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  any  other  county  in  the  State.  They 
have  fixed  a  scale  of  salaries  ranging  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  term  ;  and  in  order  to 
stimulate  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  better  for  their  pro- 
fession, they  have  directed  that  teachers'  certificates,  besides 
marking  the  grade,  shall  indicate  the  proficiency  of  the  holder 
jn  each  branch,  upon  which  he  or  she  may  have  been  exam- 
ined. It  is  proposed  to  pay  the  best  teachers  the  highest 
salaries,  without  regard  to  the  number  of  scholars  they  may 
have  under  their  charge. 
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The  Board  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  any 
change  of  text  books  for  the  present ;  and  while  all,  or  nearly 
all  the  members  think  some  changes  desirable,  while  they 
recognize  the  propriety,  indeed  the  necessity  of  an  uniform 
series  throughout  the  State,  they  have  concluded,  in  yiew  of 
the  heavy  expenditures  required  for  other  purposes  to  post- 
pone action  with  regard  to  a  change  of  books. 

They  have  made  arrangements  for  gratuitous  distribution 
of  books  to  indigent  pupils,  and  have  fixed  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  those  who  wish  to  hire  books  at  one  dollar  per  term. 

Nothing  final  has  been  determined  concerning  Teachers'" 
Institutes,  but  the  subject  has  been  discussed,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  hold  a  County  Institute  some  time  during  the  coming 
winter,  at  which  time  arrangements  may  be  made  for  organ- 
izing District  Institutes. 

In  closing  this  report,  the  President  of  the  Board  would 
beg  to  express  the  gratification  he  feels  upon  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  efforts  to  inaugurate  a  new  school 
system  in  this  county.  Many  difficulties  unforeseen,  presented 
themselves,  but  they  have  all  yielded  to  the  earnest  and  per- 
8istent  efforts  of  the  Board,  supported  as  they  have  been  by 
the  energetic  zeal  of  Trustees  in  the  several  school  districts. 

We  have  the  most  encouraging  reports  from  our  schools, 
all  of  which  are  in  successful  operation,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped,  that  at  the  end 
of  our  scholastic  year  we  shall  be  able  to  report  our  schools 
in  a  more  successful  condition  than  ever  before. 

GEO.  W.  SMITH, 
President  Board  School  Commissioners. 
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WASHINGTON*  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1868.  " 

No.  of  Schools 128 

"      different  Teachers 131 

"      months  schools  were  open 5 

Fall  Term.  Winter  Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll 5,247  6,121. 

"     different  Pupils  during  the  two  terms,  7,068. 
Average  daily  attendance  not  reported. 

No.  of  Pupils  studying  Spelling,  5,559;  Reading,  4,920 ;  Writing,  3,950  ;  Arith- 
metic, 3,421 ;  Geography,  1,895  ;  Grammar,  966  ;  History,  609  ;  Book-Keep- 
ing, 127  ;  Algebra,  84;  Philosophy,  82  ;  Composition,  12  ;  Latin,  20  ;  Greek  ?<; 
German,  3. 

Expenses  from  July  1st,  1867,  to  June  30th,  1868  : 

Teachers'  salaries $20,588  55 

Incidental  expenses 3,686  33 

Books  and  stationery ,.,.., 23  14 

Total „ $24,298  02 

Building  school-houses. ...,.,..  ,.,,....,,,....,.., 10,253  14 

No  report  has  been  received  of  the  items  called  for  in  Table  B. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30th,  18G8. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1867... .$16,141  31 

State  Free  School  Fund 3,503  35 

State  Donations 2,800  00 

Interest  on  investments 4,707  97 

Books  sold 103  90 

Investments  withdrawn 6,269  86 

Miscellaneous 466  09 

On  hand,  August,  1867 614  49 

Balance  due  June  30th,  1868,  2,966  06 


Total $37,571  03 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $20,588  55 

Inciden'l  expenses  of  schools,  3.686  33 

Books  and  stationery 23  14 

Building  school-houses 10,253  14 

Interest 461  CI 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasu- 
rer and  Examiner 626  33 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners from  May  5,  1868..  144  00 
Office  expenses  and   account 

books 233  78 

Colored  schools 120  00 

Certificates    of    indebtedness 

redeemed 861  88 

Printing 344  87 

Legal  fees 227  40 

Total $37,571  03 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  September  30lh,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Mate  School  Tax  for  1867-8. .$18,929  05 

State  Free  School  Fund 3,503  35 

State  Donations 2,800  00 

Interest  on  investments 5,1!)")  12 

Bookfees 103  90 

Investments  withdrawn 14,412  09 

Miscellaneous ■  466  09 

( 'ash  on  hand,  Sept.  30,  1807,  613  49 


Total $46,023  09 


Teachers'  salaries $-0,678  5;, 

redden' 1  expenses  of  schools,  3,907  83 

Books  and  stationery 64  19 

Building  school-houses 12,866  24 

Repairing         "          804  47 

Interest 4G1  61 

Salary  ofSecretary,  Treasurer 

and  Examiner 708  33 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   144  00 

Office  expenses   and  account 

books 253  94 

Colored  schools 120  00 

Certificates  of  indebtedness...  861  88 

Printing 351  87 

Legal  fees 227  40 

Cash  balance  on  hand 4.582  78 

Total $40,023  09 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  IS 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868, 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY". 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  fcr  the  year  ending  June  30,  18(38, 
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WICOMICO   COUNTY 


JOSEPH  BRATTAN,  President.      L.  P.  HUMPHREYS,   Secretary,  &e. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  my  report  of  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners  of  Wicomico  County.  You  are  aware  that 
Wicomico  is  a  new  county  formed  by  the  last  State  Conven- 
tion out  of  a  portion  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  you  a  more  full  and  satisfac- 
tory report,  as  we  had  to  commence  entirely  new  ;  we  had 
nothing  to  start  upon,  we  found  the  Public  Schools  in  that 
part  of  the  county  formed  from  Somerset  in  a  very  depressed 
condition,  the  old  Board  having  overreached  their  incomes 
left  upon  us  a  debt  ;  not  having  paid  their  teachers,  and  the 
present  Somerset  Board  refusing  to  pay  that  portion  which 
lay  within  the  bounds  of  our  county,  we  felt  bound  in  justice 
towards  those  teachers  to  become  responsible  for  their  money  ; 
which  amounted  to  something  over  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

Our  Board  was  organized  on  the  15th  day  of  April  last, 
the  day  in  which  the  Spring  Term  expired  under  the  old 
Board.  We  kept  the  schools  in  operation  still  under  that 
system  to  the  loth  day  of  May,  at  which  time  our  Summer 
Term  commenced.  So  you  will  perceive  a  6hort  term  of 
twenty-one  days  upon  my  report.  We  had  for  that  term  of 
twenty-one  days  28  schools  in  operation,  and  ou  the  roll  at 
the  close  1,668  scholars,  at  a  cost  of  $1,060.40.  We  had 
in  our  Summer  Term,  which  ended  July  31st,  41  schools  and 
1,633  scholars,  at  a  cost  of  $3,511.83,  whereas  21  days  teach- 
ing cost  us  about  one  dollar  per  scholar,  when  fifty-five  days 
cost  us  but  two  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  per  scholar  ;  so  we 
have  gained  under  the  new  system  about  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  and  we  pay  the  teachers  five  dollars  a  term  more  than 
the  old    Board   did.     We  have   adopted   the  sliding   scale 
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system  in  paying  our  teachers,  which  we  think  will  encour- 
age the  teachers  to  influence  the  parents  to  send  their  chil- 
dren, also  encouiage  the  children  to  atfend  more  regularly. 
We  find  a  grea  deal  of  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  the 
children,  whic'i  I  presume  is  generally  the  case  in  the 
country  ;  our  desire  is  to  get  a  more  general  and  uniform 
attendance,  so  there  will  be  more  proficiency  in  the  schol- 
ars, and  the  means  of  giving  more  encouragement  to  the 
teacher.  When  scholars  are  very  irregular  in  their  attend- 
ance, they  are  more  backward  in  learning,  they  become  more 
careless  and  thoughtless  about  their  books,  and  careless  to 
attend  school. 

1  have  given  certificates  to  two  young  men  to  the  State 
Agricultural  College,  our  county  being  entitled  to  but  one, 
but  at  the  suggestion  of  Capt.  Buchanan  the  President  of 
that  popular  and  useful  institution,  I  was  induced  to  give 
certificates  to  two.  I  was  desirous  that  my  county  should  be 
represented  as  fully  as  possible.  The  Board  also  have  given 
certificates  to  five  students  to  St.  John's  College  ;  and  to 
four  young  ladies  and  one  gentleman  to  the  State  Normal 
School.  I  hope  each  of  those  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
will  be  an  honor  to  our  young  county,  useful  and  beneficial 
to  themselves,  a  pattern  to  others,  and  a  credit  to  the  insti- 
tution to  which  they  are  sent.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
fill  up  our  quota  to  St.  John's  College  or  the  Normal  School, 
for  really  those  institutions  are  not  properly  appreciated  by 
the  public. 

If  we  were  permitted  to  send  students  to  those  institutions 
free  from  all  expenses,  we  readily  could  do  it ;  the  poor  boy 
then  would  stand  upon  the  same  platform  with  the  richer 
class,  but  as  it  is  now,  the  door  is  entirely  closed  upon  them, 
and  we  can  only  send  those  whose  parents  are  able  to  educate 
them  ;  therefore  they  are  not  chosen  by  their  respective 
merits,  but  by  their  ability  to  pay  necessary  expenses. 

Our  Board  has  been  in  session  for  ten  days  from  its  or- 
ganization ;  we  had  to  re-district  our  county,  but  the  commit- 
tee that  was  appointed  for  that  purpose  have  not  finished 
their  work. 


201 


In  regard  to  the  furnishing  you  with  a  description  of  our 
school-houses,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  so  at  this  time. 
We  have  but  very  few  houses  belonging  to  the  county  ; 
nearly  all  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  deeded  to 
Trustees  ;  a  great  many  are  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition. 
Our  purpose  is,  as  soon  as  we  can  see  our  way  clear  to  build 
several  new  houses  ;  we  are  desirous  of  building  them  upon  a 
uniform  plan,  which  has  not  yet  been  adopted  by  the  Board. 
We  must  use  the  school-houses  as  they  stand,  putting  as 
little  expense  upon  them  as  possible. 

In  the  selection  of  text  books  the  Board  was  desirous  to  be 
free  from  partisan  influence,  to  encourage  the  publishers  of 
our  own  State,  if  we  could  purchase  on  the  same  terms,  and 
to  adopt  only  such  as  could  be  easily  comprehended,  and  not 
too  complicated  in  their  matter. 

I  do  not  know  the  custom  in  other  counties,  but  so  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  I  am  for  all  books  to  be  furnished  free 
to  each  and  every  scholar.  The  law  provides  that  the  Trus- 
tees of  each  School  District  shall  say  which  scholar  shall 
receive  books  gratuitously  ;  those  Trustees  may  not  be  gov- 
erned alike  in  their  decision  ;  some  may  be  more  liberal  in 
their  views  than  others,  and  thereby  create  confusion  more 
or  less  in  every  district ;  my  plan  would  be  to  furnish  all 
books  free  alike,  make  it  incumbent  upon  the  teacher  to  see 
that  they  are  not  abused,  and  to  be  kept  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  other  children  after  they  have  been  once  used,  and 
to  be  kept  in  the  school  for  which  they  were  furnished. 

Our  Board  has  fallen  into  the  track  of  our  predecessors  in 
employing  teachers  but  for  one  term  at  a  time,  which  I  think 
should  be  dispensed  with,  as  I  find  that  some  teach  so  long 
as  to  get  some  spending  money,  the  balance  of  the  year  they 
are  idle  or  engage  in  some  other  business.  Others  again  are 
always  wishing  at  the  end  of  each  term  to  change  for  some 
other  locality  which  they  imagine  will  be  more  suitable  to 
them,  appearing  not  to  take  any  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  their  pupils  nor  caring  to  obtain  any  credit 
for  themselves. 
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Each  teacher,  as  a  general  thing,  has  his  own  system  in 
conducting  his  school ;  if  they  teach  only  one  term  their 
pupils  hardly  become  acquainted  with  their  mode  and  their 
system  when  another  is  introduced  ;  then  again  the  teacher 
has  to  find  out  what  each  pupil  has  been  studying  before  he 
knows  what  kind  of  book  to  put  in  his  hands.  It  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  he,  a  stranger,  knows  the  disposition  or  the 
ability  of  his  pupils  as  well  as  if  he  had  been  teaching  them, 
and  by  the  time  the  teacher  and  pupils  become  acquainted 
with  each  other,  he  leaves  for  some  other  field  of  labor. 

It  is  somewhat  of  an  itinerant  system.  My  plan  would  be 
to  employ  none  for  less  than  a  year. 

We  pay  our  teachers  holding  second  grade  certificates 
eighty  dollars  per  quarter,  and  for  each  scholar  over  fifteen 
to  thirty,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  all  over  thirty 
scholars  one  dollar.  Assistant  teachers  we  pay  fifty-five 
dollars  per  quarter. 

Our  receipts  from  all  the  State  funds  to  September  3d,  was 
$5,177.93,  our  disbursements  for  the  same  time  was  $5,429.80, 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  $251.87. 

We  recommended  to  our  County  Commissioners  in  July 
last  the  levying  of  $6,000  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county  for  Public  School  purposes  for  the  year  1868-9. 

JOSEPH  BRATTAN, 
President  Board  School  Commissioners. 
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WICOMICO  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

From  April  15*A  to  July  3\st,  1868. 

No,  of  Schools 44 

"    "  different  Teachers 47 

Spring  Term.  Sunimor  Term 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll 1,068  L,633 

Average  attendance 722  889 

No.  of  different  Pupils  not  correctly  reported. 

No.  of  different  Pupils  studying  Spelling,  1,615;  Reading,  1,332;  Writing,  1,043; 
Arithmetic,  871;  Geography,  476;  Grammar,  299;  History,  183;  Book-Keep- 
ing, 3;  Algebra,  7;  Philosophy,  26. 

Amount  expended  for  Teachers'  salaries $4,529  41 

"  "         "    Incidental  expenses 63  87 

$4,593  28 

No  report  has  been  received  of  the  condition  of  school-houses,  out-building?, 
furniture,  &c.,  as  called  for  in  Table  B. 
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WICOMICO  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
For  the  year  ending  Sept.  30lh,  18G8. 


RECEIPTS. 


State   School   Tax   for    1866, 

1867  and  1868 $1,959  10 

State  Free  School  Fund 2,018  83 

State  Donations • 1,200  00 

[Balance  due  Treasurer.     N.]       251  8*7 


Total $5,429  80 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $4;529  41 

Incid'l  expenses  of  Schools 63  87 

Books  and  stationery 2  50 

High  Schools  or  Academies....  400  00 

Interest 2  02 

Salary  of  Secretary,  Treasurer 

and  Examiner 200  00 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners   232  00 

Total $5,429  80 
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WICOMICO   COUNTY. 

Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  18C3. 


3 

a 

M 

o 

© 
53 

s 

be 

a 

S5 

bio 
a 

'S 

a 

o 

Pi! 

ha 

o 

1 

"C 

< 

a3 
u 
bfl 

o 
<v 

1 
5 

3 

n 

bo 

R 

'Si 

o 
o 

a 

a 

W 

03 

- 

.a 
c 
o 

© 

1 

1 

(1 
tt 
(t 

(I 
<  I 

2 

(i 

S 

<( 
(i 
(i 

4 
(i 

I! 

(( 

(1 

5 

i. 
6 

7 

Ci 

it 
8 

' 

i  i 
10 

40 
33 
34 
40 
32 
38 
33 
67 
15 
56 
48 
49 
27 
57 
37 
20 
47 
44 
20 
34 
77 
22 
30 
44 
18 
35 
41 
21 
31 
32 
28 
44 
22 
25 
31 
42 
3( 
46 
65 
25 
47 
34 
48 

28 

21 

23 

29 

32 

36 

30 

52 

10 

48 

47 

40 

19 

57 

18 

26 

47 

29 

20 

18 

62 

11 

30 

26 

18 

28 

41 

12 

15 

31 

18 

44 

22 

23 

21 

34 

26 

33 

5r 

2! 

4'. 

39 

39 

27 
14 
23 
19 
23 
28 
24 
51 
15 
39 
48 
33 
14 
38 

4 
20 
10 
19 
12 

7 
58 

9 

16 
is 

8 
24 
35 

9 
15 
29 
18 
14 
21 
11 
16 
28 
23 
31 
49 
23 
47 
39 
34 

26 
11 
19 
12 
10 
28 
19 
41 
12 
39 
39 
29 

8 
27 

6 
20 
10 
L2 
10 
10 
58 

1 
16 
20 

8 

9 
28 

7 
11 
23 
15 
25 

2 

15 

8 
23 
24 
20 
47 
22 
47 
32 
22 

15 

8 
15 

9 
11 

7 
11 
33 

5 
16 
18 
17 
10 
27 

4 
10 

8 

3 

2 
8 
5 
5 
5 
7 

13 

23 
5 

16 
8 

11 
o 

18 

i 

O 

5 
3 
5 
8 

4 

B 

6 

1 

0 

1 

32 
6 
5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

1 

22 

3 

5 

6 

3 

1 

1 

8 
3 
] 
1 
16 

1 

3 



4 



5 

6 

2 
28 

] 

5 



2 

,. 

3 

6 
3 
3 

1 
22 

4 

1 

18 

4 

7 
g 

5 

3 
5 
1 

7 
5 



4 

1 

2 

1 

13 
2 
1 

10 
3 
7 
1 
2 

3 
1 
1 
5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

12 
6 
18 
27 
18 
41 
24 
13 

6 
9 
5 

10 
14 
31 
12 
6 

1 

•i 

;■ 

5 

9 
8 
28 
6 
3 

4 

5 

5 

1 

6 

1 



6 

5 

2 

1615 

1330 

10431 

871 

493 

299 

183 

3 

7 

26 

208 


WORCESTER   COUNTY 


Dr.  JOHN  P.  R.  GILLISS,  President.    E.  K.  WILSON.  Secretary,  $c. 


When  the  present  Board  of  School  Commissioners  came 
into  office,  Ave  found  the  schools  in  successful  operation,  and 
without  any  interruption  or  important  changes  we  continued 
them  until  the  end  of  June,  thus  regularly  terminating  the 
scholastic  year.  As  we  decided  to  make  August  and  Septem- 
ber the  months  of  vacation,  we  did  not  reopen  the  schools 
until  October.  All  our  schools  are  now  in  operation,  and  we 
expect  to  keep  them  all  open  during  the  whole  scholastic 
year. 

The  Free  School  system  has  been  a  great  success  in  this 
county.  There  have  been  some  difficulties;  there  was  scarcely 
anything  here,  until  three  years  ago,  which  could  be  properly 
called  a  school  system  ;  very  few  were  engaged  in  teaching 
as  a  profession,  there  was  a  great  want  of  suitable  school 
buildings,  and  many  parts  of  the  county  are  sparsely  popu- 
lated. It  is  due  to  our  predecessors  to  credit  them  with  an 
efficient  and  popular  administration  of  the  law  under  which 
they  held  office;  and  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances,  it  must  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  our  Free 
Public  School  System  could,  in  so  short  a  time,  accomplish  so 
much.  There  has  been  scarcely  any  opposition,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  now  a  person  in  the  county  who  would  pro- 
pose to  have  free  schools  abolished.  An  admirable  spirit  has 
been  manifested.  For  many  years  there  had  beeu  an  academy 
in  each  of  our  principal  towns,  Berlin,  Snow  Hill  and  New- 
town. Three  years  ago  the  Trustees  of  these  institutions  sig- 
nified their  willingness  to  transfer  their  property  to  the  Pub- 
lic School  Board,  provided  the  Board  would  establish  High 
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Schools.  This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  schools  as  then 
established,  have  been  continued  by  us.  We  have  also  es- 
tablished Grammar  Schools  in  Whaleyville,  Newark,  and 
Sandy  Hill.  By  these  arrangements  the  educational  wants 
of  the  people  have  been  so  fully  met,  that,  with  the  single 
exception  of  a  small  denominational  school  in  Newtown, 
our  free  scholars  have  taken  possession  of  the  whole  field. 
Thus  there  is  no  interest  arrayed  against  us,  and  unless  the 
absence  of  competition  should  render  us  indifferent,  we  shall 
derive  great  advantage  from  the  fact  that  all  classes  of  the 
community  are  directly  interested  in  making  the  free  schools 
as  good  and  as  popular  as  possible. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  teachers  was  so  great,  that  the 
former  Board  were  under  the  necessity  of  employing  many 
teachers  who  did  not  profess  to  be  prepared  to  pass  an  exam- 
ination, and  even  then  a  year  or  two  elapsed  before  they 
could  secure  sufficient  teachers,  competent  in  the  judgment, 
of  charity;  so  that  all  the  schools  could  be  opened.  The  pros- 
pect of  regular  employment,  and  of  even  a  moderate  com- 
pensation has  already  induced  many  to  qualify  themselves 
as  teachers,  and  to  enter  with  zeal  into  the  work,  and  this 
of  itself  is  a  great  good.  Three  years  ago,  and  there  was 
scarcely  a  school  building  in  good  condition  within  the  county. 
In  this  respectalso,  we  havehave  made  considerable  progress. 
Many  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  others  have  been 
repaired,  and  we  hope  to  continue  in  the  same  good  work. 
It  has  been  a  great  advantage  in  the  difficuties  to  which  I 
have  alluded  that  this  county  has  a  comparatively  large 
school  fund,  independent  of  the  appropriation  which  we  re- 
ceive from  the  State. 

We  have  never  yet  furnished  books  to  the  pupils  of  our 
schools  upon  the  plan  which  the  former  law  permitted,  and 
which  the  present  law  seems  to  demand.  There  are  many 
strong  objections  to  the  plan,  and  many  reasons  why  it  is 
preferable  that  the  parents  should,  own  the  books.  We  have 
given  the  free  use  of  books  to  those  whose  parents  are  not  able 
14 
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to  purchase.     So  far  as  I  know,  our  course   in   regard  to  text 
books  has  given  entire  satisfaction. 

Only  a  small  portion  of  our  teachers  can  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  therefore,  for  this  as 
well  as  for  many  other  reasons,  I  regard  it  as  very  impor- 
tant that  they  should  annually  enjoy  the  great  advantages  of 
a  Teachers'  Institute  held  within  our  own  county. 

Already  our  Land  Agents  set  forth  the  excellent  condition 
of  our  Free  Public  Schools  as  an  inducement  to  immigration. 

We  do  not  propose  to  turn  back  ;  we  expect  to  go  forward. 
The  law  under  which  we  labor  is  not  perfect,  aud  in  some 
particulars  ought  to  be  amended,  but  the  success  of  our  schools 
depends  now  more  upon  our  active  interest  in  the  cause  than 
upon  the  letter  oi  the  law. 

JOHN  P.  R.   OxILLlS,   President. 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY— SUMMARY  CF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Schools 52 

"     different   Teachers 10 

"  "        Pupils  for  the  year 2,304 

Vail  Winter        Spring      Summer 

Term.  Term.         Term,  Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  on  roll 1,435         2,016         2,059 

Average  daily  attendance 858         1,053         1,175 

Uo.  of  Pupilg  studying  Spelling,  1,884:  Reading,  1,615;  Writing,  1,265;  Arith- 
metic, 1,106;  Geography,  Tit  ;  Grammar,  478  ;  History,  1 70  ;  Book-keeping, 
20;  Algebra,  38;  Natural  Philosophy,  80 ;  Latin,  45  ;  Greek,  80  ;  Chemistry,  4, 

No.  of  School-houses 38 

"  "  having  vestibules 10 

Average  size  of  school-lot,  half  an  acre. 

No.  of  LotB  fenced , 1 

"     School-houses  having  out-buildings 11 

"  "  "       good  furniture 27 

"  "  ,:       Wall-maps 52 

"  «  "      Globes 2 

Amount  paid  tor  Teachers'  salaries $15,350  86 

"  "      "  Repairs 404  04 

"  "      "  Incidental  expenses 989  62     $10,744   52 

"  "     "  Newbuildings 10,721  12 

Amount  received,  from  sales  of'Rooks  or  Rook  Fees,,,,,. $993  47 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
To  April  30th,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


Amount  in  treasury  end   of 

last  fiscal  year $2,622  19 

State  School  Tax  for  186V  and 

1868,  1st  and  2d  quarters...  7,646  66 

Interest  on  investments 3,235  32 

Teachers'  certificates 10  00 

Other  sources 130  61 


ToUl $13,649  78 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Teachers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
incid'l  expenses  of  schools, 
less   amount    received    by 

Teachers  for  books $10,024  11 

Books  and  stationery 009  33 

Districting  the  county 16  50 

Building  school-houses 1,100  00 

Furnishing        "  273  50 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  G.W. 

Covington 

Other  incidental  expenses 

Balance  paid  to  E.  K.  Wil- 
son, Treasurer 


629  17 

182  38 

814  79 


Total $13,649  78 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
From  April  30ch  to  September  30tft . 


RECEIPTS. 


State   School    Tax   for    18G7 

and  1868 $5,192  59 

State  Free  School  Fund 1,877   74 

State  Donations  and  Acad- 
emic Fund 1,200  00 

Interest  on  investments 1,052  91 

From  late  Treasurer 814  79 

Other  sources 118  58 

Excess  of  disbursements  over 
receipts,  which  has  been 
borrowed  from  Building 
Fund  of  the  county 482  69 

Total $10,739  30 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries,  repairs, 
&c;  incidental  expenses  of 
schools,  less  amount  re- 
ceived by  Teachers  from 
books..... $10,045  62 

Books  and  stationery 347  52 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners          267  00 

Miscellaneous 79    i<; 

Total $10,739  30 


214 


WORCESTER  COUNTY— BUILDING  FUND. 

Worcester  county  hag  a  building  fund  appropriated  by  Act  of  Assembly,  passed 
at  January  session,  166V,  out  of  its  invested  fund,  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  00. 
Out  of  this  there  has  been  collected  and  appropriated  during  the  last  fiscal  year  to 
building,  &c,  as  follows  ; 

Improvements  on  High  .School  and  Principal's  dwelling  at  Berlin $1,500  00 

Building  School-house  in  School  district  No.  12.  Election  district  No.  3,  316  27 

"                   "            "        "             "        "    16.         "             "        "    "  316  27 

"        High  School  at  Snow  Hill  o.nd  repairing  same . 3,161  82 

"           "           "       "  Newtown ,..., , 1,800  00 

Building  and  repairing  School-houses  in  Worcester  part  of  AYicomieo.. .  1,800  00 
Building  School-house  in  School  district  No.  2,  Election  district  No.  8, 


Addition  to 
Repairing 


Leaving  for  future  expenditures....... 


8 

798 

lie 

1 

730 

oo 

4. 

100 

00 

?, 

100 

00 

6, 

94 

16 

'  i 

4 

00 

$10,721 

12 

9,278 

as 

$20,000 

00 

The  Board  is  now  erecting  six  new  School-houses,  costing  about  $700.00  each. 
in  view  of  the  cost  of  materials  here,  will  build  a  comfortable  house, 

E.  K,  WJLSoX.  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY. 
Average  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  18C8. 
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CALVERT   COUNTY.* 


Dr.  D.  B.  BOND,  President.         Dr.  J.  F.  PETHERBlilDGE,  Stcrelary,  $c. 


M.  A.  Newell,  Principal  Normal  School,  Baltimore: 

We  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  report  of  Mr, 
S.  Sollers,  Treasurer  of  the  late  Board,  showing  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  on  account  of  Public  Schools,  in  this  county 
from  the  date  of  his  last  annual  report,  July  31st,  18G7,  ti- 
the close  of  his  official  connection  with  the  school,  in  April, 
18(58  ;  and  also  the  report  of  our  Treasurer,  Dr.  John  F. 
Petherbridge,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  from 
the  date  of  his  appointment,  in  April  last,  to  close  of  the 
financial  year. 

The  present  Board  was  appointed  on  the  loth  of  last  April  ] 
at  which  time  Mr.  Sollers  reported  $1,880.29  of  school  funds 
in  the  Farmers  and  Planters'  Bank  of  Baltimore,  subject  to 
our  order.  At  the  same  time  we  found  the  teachers'  salaries, 
and  school  incidentals  for  the  spring  term  just  expired, 
amounting  to  $2,137.52  then  due.  We  have  since  paid  them. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Sollers'  report  shows  the  ex- 
penditures, under  the  administration  of  the  late  Board,  for 
the  fall  and  winter  terms  of  the  year  just  past ;  and  that  of 
Dr.  Petherbridge  shows  the  expenditures,  under  our  admin- 
istration, for  the  spring  and  summer  terms. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  school  funds  deposited  in  the 
Farmers  and  Planters'  Bank  did  not  stand  to  the  credit  of 
the  School  Board,  or  of  "the  Treasurer,  but  had  been  entered 
in  the  name  of  President  of  the  late  Board,  our  checks  in  favor 
of  the  teachers  were  at  first  dishonored,  and  we  were  subjected 
t)   some  cost    ($30)    in    traveling  expenses,   &c  ,  to  secure 

•  Received  too  late  for  insertion  in  its  proper  place. 
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the  transfer.     This  statement  is  necessary  to  explain  the  item 
of  expenditures. 

The  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  schools, 
established  by  the  late  Board,  have  been  continued  in  force. 
The  contracts  of  the  teachers  were  in  all  cases  respected,  and 
their  certificates  of  qualification  recognized  as  good,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  school  year.  Their  salaries  have  been  paid 
according  to  the  sliding  scale  heretofore  in  use,  regulating 
the  salary  of  the  teacher  by  the  number  of  pupils  on  the 
*school  roll. 

We  have,however,  seen  enough  of  the  practical  working  of 
this  rule,  to  doubt  whether  it  is  the  best  mode  of  paying 
teachers  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  term,  some  other  method  will  be  adopted. 

The  number  of  schools  open  during  the  year,  the  number 
of  pupils  attending  the  same,  and  other  statistical  informa- 
tion will  be  found  in  the  appropriate  table  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

OUTSTANDING  CLAIMS. 

Outstanding  claims,  against  the  late  Board,  amounting  to 
some  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars,  which,  we  believe,  had 
not  been  paid  for  want  of  funds,  have  since  our  appointment 
been  presented  to  us  for  payment.  The  exact  amount  we  do 
not  know,  as  all  the  claims  have  not  been  filed  in  our  office. 
A  large  proportion  of  these  debts  are  due  to  mechanics  and 
others,  for  building  and  furnishing  material  for  school-houses, 
who  can  but  ill  afford  to  wait  for  their  money.  It  has  been 
a  source  of  great  regret  to  us,  that  we  have  not  as  yet  had 
the  means  of  doing  justice  to  these  claimants,  by  promptly 
paying  their  claims.  The  present  law  primarily  devotes  the 
school  funds  to  paying  teachers'  salaries  and  providing  text- 
books. Under  the  circumstances,  to  have  paid  these  claims 
out  of  the  school  funds,  would  have  been  to  disobey  the  law — 
to  stop  the  schools,  for  a  time.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Board  in  case  a  rigid  system  of  economy  does  not  place  us  in 
position  to  liquidate  these  debts  sooner  to  ask  for  a  special 
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appropriation  by  the  County  Commissioners  at  the  laying  of 
the  next  levy,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  them.  This  at  best 
is  but  tardy  justice ;  still  it  is  the  best  we  can  do. 

THE  TEACHERS. 

We  are  happy  to  state  from  our  own  observations  as  well 
as  from  the  report  of  our  energetic  and  efficient  Examiner. 
Dr.  Petherbridge,  that  the  teachers  of  this  county  are  doing 
their  work  faithfully  and  acceptably.  They  generally  stand 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Board,  and  it  is  believed,  of  the 
parents,  for  capacity,  fidelity,  and  moral  fitness  for  their 
responsible  positions.  But  few  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  corps  of  teachers  in  the  service  of  the  late  Board.  One 
change  however  has  been  made  on  account  of  the  moral  unfit- 
ness of  the  individual,  as  the  Board  believe,  to  train  up  child- 
ren in  the  way  they  should  go.  We  promptly  reported  our 
action  to  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School,  and  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  him  a  communication  approving  the 
same. 

"  "Tis  education  forms  the  common  mind  ; 
Just  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined." 

Believing  the  provision  of  the  present  law,  requiring  that 
those  who  are  entrusted  to  train  up  the  rising  generation, 
shall  themselves  be  possessed  of  good  moral  characters,  to  be 
eminently  wise  and  prudent,  so  long  as  the  present  Board 
shall  have  the  honor  to  supervise  the  interests  of  education 
in  this  county,  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  public  will  constrain 
us  to  enforce  that  as  well  as  the  other  provisions  of  the  law. 

Such  a  provision,  however,  from  its  very  nature,  cannot  be 
enforced  without  giving  offence,  and  exciting  controversy. 
Acts  which  the  School  Commissioners  may  regard  as  evincing 
the  greatest  moral  turpitude,  other  persons  with  different 
sympathies  or  a  different  code  of  ethics,  might  pronounce 
right  and  proper.  (The  law,  however,  makes  the  County 
Board_the  judges  in  such  cases.) 
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SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  conditions  of  the  school-bouses  in  this  county  are  by 
no  means  uniform.  In  some  school  districts  we  have  excel- 
lent houses,  erected  by  the  late  Board,  of  the  best  material 
and  workmanship,  and  at  heavy  expense ;  in  fact  at  heavier 
expense  "  they  had  leave  of  means."  In  others,  the  old  log- 
cabin  of  our  fathers'  day  still  does  service  as  the  district  Alma 
Mater.  These  decaying  edifices,  venerable  from  age,  and 
often  almost  sacred  from  association,  will  be  replaced  as  fast 
as  our  means  will  permit,  by  more  roomy  and  convenient 
school  buildings. 

Since  our  appointment,  one  new  school-house  24  feet  by  24, 
with  vestibule  and  other  modern  improvements,  has  been 
built  near  Plum  Point,  in  2d  Election  District,  at  a  cost  of 
$800  in  county  orders.  Two  more  school-houses  on  a  similar 
plan  and  which  are  greatly  needed,  we  expect  soon  to  be  in 
process  of  construction,  and  at  perhaps  a  less  cost,  on  account 
of  the  convenience  of  timber  in  the  respective  neighborhoods 
where  they  are  to  be  built. 

At  the  laying  of  the  county  levy,  last  June,  we  called  upon 
the  County  Commissioners  to  levy  for  us  $2,000,  with  which 
to  build  and  repair  school-houses.  $800  of  this,  which  has 
been  drawn  and  used,  is  accounted  for  in  our  Treasurer's  re- 
port.    The  balance  will  be  accounted  for  when  drawn  by  us. 

PRIVATE  DONATIONS. 

The  condition  of  our  people  does  not  now  permit  of  the 
exercise  of  that  spirit  of  liberality  which  once  characterized 
them.  A  large  portion  of  their  property  having  been  taken 
by  the  government  as  a  sort  of  patent  medicine,  <e  to  save  the 
life  of  the  nation,"  without  being  paid  for,  wide-spread  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  and  prospective  ruin  have  resulted. 
Nevertheless,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  the  old  generous 
spirit  is  not  yet  quite  extinct.  The  Trustees  of  School  No.  1, 
in  1st  Election  District,  in  applying  to  the  Board  for  means 
to  replace  their  little  log-cabin  with  a  mure  roomy  and  con- 
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venient  school-house,  have  generously  offered  to  construct 
and  furnish  a  well  for  the  use  of  their  school  at  their  own 
expense.  The  Board  is  also  indebted  to  James  I.  Norfolk 
Esq.,  for  valuable  services  rendered  in  visiting  school-houses 
in  his  neighborhood,  and  furnishing  us  with  reliable  estimates 
of  the  amounts  necessary  for  their  repair  ;  for  which  services 
lie  generously  refused  all  compensation.  These  instances  of 
liberality  in  the  cause  of  education  encourage  the  Board  to 
hope  for  that  generous  co-operation  and  support,  which  alone 
can  enable  us  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  school  system 
within  such  reasonable  limits,  as  will  tend  to  secure  its  per- 
manence. Candor,  however,  compels  the  admission  that  we 
have  sometimes  met  with  a  different  spirit.  In  some  in- 
stances the  dealings  of  individuals  with  the  School  Fund 
would  indicate  that  they  have  adopted  the  popular  sentiment 
of  the  day,  °  Let  us  have  a  piece." 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

Whether  text-books  should  be  sold  or  distributed  gratui- 
tously, is  a  question  on  which  the  friends  of  education  in  this 
county  are  divided.  We  have  noticed  that  such  of  them  as 
have  school-going  children  are  very  apt  to  favor  gratuitous 
distribution.  We  have  also  noticed  that  such  of  them  as 
have  not  school-going  children  seem  to  regard  the  subject 
from  quite  a  different  standpoint. 

Under  the  late  law  the  books  were  sold  ;  and  not  only  so, 
but  sold  at  a  considerable  advance  in  their  cost.  They  were 
furnished,  we  are  told,  at  "as  little  as  possible  below  the 
retail  price."  It  is  clear  that  under  such  a  system  there  was 
no  appreciable  saving  to  the  parent  in  the  cost  of  books.  If 
he  had  bought  his  books  from  the  retail  merchant  instead  of 
the  School  Commissioners,  the  difference  in  the  cost  to  him 
must  have  been  "as  little  as  possible." 

The  present  law  guards  against  extortions  upon  parents 
in  the  cost  of  books,  by  limiting  the  price  at  which  they  shall 
be  furnished.  The  present  law  does  not,  however,  introduce 
a  system  of  general  gratuitous  distribution  of  books,  nor  does 
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it  empower  the  School  Commissioners  to  introduce  such  a 
system.  But  in  giving  to  the  Trustees  the  right  to  exempt 
any  pupils  from  paying  for  books,  it,  by  consequence,  gave 
them  the  power  to  exempt  all.  It  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  the  different  Boards  of  Trustees  could  unanimously  agree 
upon  any  plan  or  rule  which  should  govern  iu  making  exemp- 
tions ;  and  it  was  perfectly  certain  that  if  one  Board  of  Trus- 
tees decided  to  exempt  all  the  pupils,  and  make  the  books 
free  in  their  district,  that  the  others,  in  justice  to  themselves 
and  their  neighbors,  would  follow  the  same  course.  The 
result  has  1  een,  so  far  as  we  are  advised,  that  all  the  differ- 
ent Boards  of  Trustees  have  concluded  to  exempt  oil  the 
pupils,  and  make  the  books  free  in  all  the  districts.  By  this 
action,  the  Trustees  have  relieved  themselves  of  the  disagree- 
able duty  of  distinguishing  between  those  who  are  and  those 
who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  books  ;  a  matter  in  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  give  satis  action  to  all — especially  to 
those  not  exempted.  The  teachers,  too,  are  relieved  of  the 
disagreeable  and  sometimes  impossible  task  of  collecting  the 
book  monpy.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  will  be  increased  by  promptly  placing  books  in  the 
hands  of  pupils  whose  parents  might  delay  or  refuse  to  pay 
for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  require  much 
acquaintance  with  human  nature  to  know,  that  under  a  sys- 
tem of  gratuitous  distribution  many  more  books  will  be  called 
for  than  under  the  pay  system.  Indeed,  when  to  ask  is  to 
receive,  and  no  responsibility  attaches,  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  many  more  books  will  be  called  for  than  is  really  needed. 
The  human  wants  and  desires  are  infinite,  but  are  generally 
restrained  by  the  cost  of  gratifying  them.  In  the  case  of 
school-books  this  restraint  has  been  removed,  and  we  may 
reasonably  expect  that  the  number  of  books  wanted  will  be 
very  great.  Our  expenditures  for  books  to  the  present  date, 
September  30th,  as  shown  in  our  Treasurer's  report,  nearly 
all  of  which  have  been  called  for  and  distributed,  would  indi- 
cate that  these  fears  are  not  groundless.  In  deciding  the 
question  of  gratuitous  distribution,  we  must  apply  to  it  the 
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rule  that  governed  in  the  purchase  of  the  whistle  ;  we  must 
inquire  what  it  costs.  A  year's  experience  will  answer  the 
question.     To  the  test  of  experience  we  leave  it. 

INCOME    OF    THE  SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    YEAR    ENDING 
SEPTEMBER  30th,  1869. 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  administering  the  school 
fund,  at  this  time,  prudently  and  judiciously,  grows  out  of 
the  want  of  data  upon  which  to  found  a  reliable  estimate  of 
the  income  of  the  schools  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  free 
school  fund  in  1866  yielded  this  county  $2,248.39,  and  for 
many  years  previous  had  yielded  about  the  same.  In  1867, 
however,  it  only  yielded  $1,490.62,  and  in  1868,  but  $1,211 
1 8.  What  it  will  yield  in  1869  is,  of  course,  uncertain.  The 
change,  too,  of  the  State  school  tax  from  15  cents  on  the 
assessment  to  10  cents  on  the  new,  adds  to  the  list  of  our 
uncertainties.  Whether  the  new  tax  will  yield  more  or  less 
than  the  old,  it  is  impossible  to  say  ;  the  indications  are  that 
it  will  yield  less.  The  sale  by  the  late  Board,  of  the  bank 
stock  belonging  to  the  schools  as  shown  in  Mr.  Sollers'  report 
will  still  further  diminish  their  income  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  for  all  future  years.  If  the  free  school  fund  and  the 
State  school  tax  shall  yield  the  same  in  1869  that  they  did 
in  1868,  which,  however,  is  not  at  all  certain,  the  income  of 
the  schools  from  the  State  will  be  some  $9,228.94.  This,  it 
will  be  remembered,  is  considerably  less  than  the  income  of 
the  late  Board,  which  they  found  to  be  insufficient.  With 
an  income  considerably  less  than  theirs,  we  are  expected  to 
keep  in  operation  the  same  number  of  schools,  to  furnish  the 
books  gratis,  which  they  did  not  do,  and  are  in  addition 
burdened  with  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  of  old 
debts,  which  must  be  paid.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
position  di  the  School  Commissioners  is  by  no  means  an  envi- 
able one.  A  position,  in  which,  we  cannot  hope  to  gain 
much  credit.  We  can  only  try  to  deserve  it.  We  believe 
that  there  are  no  people  who  pay  their  taxes  for  purposes  of 
15 
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education  more  willingly  than  do  ours,  provided  they  can 
feel  assured  that  no  part  of  their  money  is  needlessly  squan- 
dered. This  assurance,  so  far  as  our  action  can  control  ex- 
penditures, it  shall  be  our  study  as  it  is  our  hope,  that  our 
annual  reports  will  furnish. 

Imperfect  as  the  present  school  law  undoubtedly  is,  bearing 
on  its  face  the  impress  of  hasty  legislation,  we  do  not  at  this 
time  deem  it  necessary  to  suggest  any  alterations  or  amend- 
ments, as  the  Legislature  will  probably  not  meet  during  the 
coming  winter.  In  our  next  report  we  may  speak  to  that 
subject,  guided  by  a  larger  experience  and  more  matured 
views. 

We  have  the  honor  to,  sir,  to  subscribe  ourselves,  yours, 
&c. 

B.  D.  BOND, 
HENRY  OWENGS,  ofS., 
WM.  H.  NORFOLK, 
School  Commissioners  for  Calvert  County. 
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CALVERT  COUNTY— SUMMARY  OF  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

Nu.  of  School-houses  (frame,  12  ;   log,  8  ;) 20 

fenced  Lots J 

unfenced  " ., 18 

School-houses  having  out-buildings 2 

without  " 1H 

"  having  good  furniture 20 

Fall  Winter       Bpring    Bummer 

Term.  Term.  l>nn         Term 

No.  of  Pupils  on  Roll 692  701  691 

Average  attendance , 282  284  332  337 

5fOi  of  different  Pupils  for  the  year , 8  18 

»gc  No.  studying  Spelling,  639  ;  Reading,  532  ;  Writing,  469;  Arithmetic 
404;  Geography,  2 7i> ;  Grammar,  193  j  History,  84  ;  Book-keeping,  2  ;  Alg*« 
bra,  2  ;  Philosophy    '■ 
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CALVERT  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
from  August  1st,  1867,  to  April  \[>th,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


State  School  Tax $5,601 

laterest  on  in  vestments 94 

Fines  and  forfeitures 85 

Teachers'  certificates 11  00 

From  book  fees 294  27 

Borrowed  of  Bank 1,500  00 

From  County,  being  levy  of 
President's    and    Commis- 
sioners' salaries  for  1867...  900  00 
From    County,    for    district- 
ing County  and  extra  levy 

and  interest 386  41 

Sale  of  lot 100  00 

"     Bank  stock 2,407  00 

Levy  for  President's  and  Com- 
missioners' salaries,  1868...  675  00 


91  (Teachers'  salaries 

60  Inciden'l  expenses  of  schools, 


Total $12,055  19 


Books  and  stationery 

Building  school-houses 

Repairing  "  

Furnishing        "  

Discount 

Salary  of  Sec'y  and  Treasurer, 

Per  diem  of  School  Commis- 
sioners  

Office  expenses  and  account 
books 

Salary  of  President 

Commission  to  agents  on  pur- 
chases and  collections 

Counsel  fees -. 

Postage  and  insurance 

Advertising 

Purchase  of  lot 

Balance — cash,  $1,880  29; 
County  paper,  $148  34 


$5,282  30 

115  39 

320  22 

1,685  00 

454  00 

542  63 

165  32 

187  64 

150  00 

107  86 
525  00 

236  40 

135  00 

49  88 

21   75 

48  05 

2.028  63 


Total $12,055  19 
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CALVERT  COUNTY— FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

From  April  15M  to  September  30,  18G8. 


RECEIPTS. 


State  School  Tax  for  1 868,  ( last 
quarter  of  15  percent,  tax). .$1,215 

County  School  Tax 800 

State  Free  School  Fund 1,211 

State  Donations 1,200 

Fines  and  forfeitures 25 

From    S.  Sollers,   Esq.,  Trea- 
surer of  late  Board 1,880 

Sale  of  old  Books 127 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  salaries $4 

85  Incidental  expenses  of  schools, 

00 1  Books  and  stationery 

18  Building  school-houses 

00 !  Rep  tiring         "  

Cash  paid  Farmers  and  Plan- 
ters' Bank 

Cash  paid  S.  Sollers,  Esq.,  sal- 
ary and  traveling  expenses, 

Postage 

Cash  paid  G.  Freeland  on  ac- 
count of  late  Board 

Balance 


Total $6,460  08 


,335 

71 

102 

46 

659 

93 

800 

00 

73 

III) 

37 

23 

87 

36 

5 

00 

25 

00 

334 

30 

Total $6,460  08 
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CALVERT  COUNTY. 
Average,  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
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*  PLANS  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


*  Plans  and  specifications  of  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  may  be  had  by  applying  to 
the  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School;  and  of  No.  6,  from  Mr.  Frank  E. 
Davis,  architect,  117  Baltimore  street. 
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No.  1, 


Ground  Plan  of  No.  1. 
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No.  2. 


No.  3. 
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No.  4. 


aiH^ 


Ground  Plans  of  Nos.  2,  3  and  4. 
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No.  5. 
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No.  6. 
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Ground  Plan  of  No.  6. 
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Second  Story— To  be  used  as  a  Meet:ng-Room. 
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No  Report. 
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Page 


29, 

footing, 

for 

$18,187.50 

read 

$1,188.50. 

113, 

line  32, 

( < 

munificience 

munificence 

132, 

«     22, 

(c 

has 

have. 

135, 

"      8, 

tt 

1857 

1867. 

175, 

"     10, 

(« 

benefits 

benefit. 

188, 

"      4, 

(< 

$4,707.97 

$4,706.97. 

188, 

"       8, 

(< 

$614.49 

$613.49. 

189, 

"       1, 

i  ( 

$20,678.55 

$20,668.55. 
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